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WELCOMING

LAURIE A. CARTER
PRESIDENT OF LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
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the newest Lawrentians. It was a powerful moment as
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academic year at Lawrence University.
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Just beyond the students and their families, I also saw
returning students, faculty, and staff members standing
ready to welcome each of us to the Lawrence family. This
community gathered in the sparkling September sunlight
truly embodied the motto emblazoned on shirts and
banners across campus: Brighter Together.

Staff are addressing student needs and ensuring the safety of our
community and faculty pursue excellence in both teaching and
research even as they’ve adapted to the continuing challenges the
pandemic brings to classrooms, studios, and laboratories.

thankful for our students who have shared with me their successes,
frustrations, and hopes for their future. Your thoughtfulness has
deepened my knowledge of the university's storied history, its many
accomplishments, and our collective aspirations for its future.

And I return to gratitude because of how thankful I am for
the Lawrence community. From my very first moments, this
community has welcomed me, and Lawrentians near and far have
shared their insights and enthusiasm for this wonderful place. I am

Thank you so much. I am excited and energized for all we have
already done together, and for the brilliance that awaits us, together.

There are many words that could come to mind when
thinking about Lawrence: smart, creative, thoughtful,
dedicated, warm to name just a few. But as I continue to
learn more about this transformative place, there are two
that I keep coming back to—light and gratitude.
Light because it infuses our culture and language, and
because there are so many moments of brilliance to
celebrate. You’ll see just a few in the pages to come,
from major national grants for our faculty to conference
championships for our athletes, to major awards for our
Conservatory musicians, to the incredible work being done
by our faculty, staff, and students as we adapt to living and
learning together as we navigate the ongoing challenges of
a global pandemic.
We welcomed one of the largest entering classes in
recent history, and the energy and excitement they
bring to campus is palpable. Students organized an
incredible celebration with Blue & White weekend.

TO SUBMIT IDEAS:
Lawrence University • Communications
711 E. Boldt Way
Appleton, WI 54911-5690
920-832-7325 • communications@lawrence.edu
Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent
Lawrence University policy.
Lawrence (USPS 012-683) is published by the Lawrence
University Office of Communications. Nonprofit postage paid at
Appleton, Wis., and additional mailing offices.
RIGHT: President Laurie
Carter participates in a Giving
Day Campus Game Changer
Challenge with Anna Kallay’s
on Main Hall Green.
Photo: Danny Damiani
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President Laurie Carter gives her first Matriculation
Convocation in Memorial Chapel.
Photos by Danny Damiani

“This idea of singing together, that we were going to let our light
shine; it was a moment that really embodied ‘Brighter Together’
and set the tone for how we were going to support each other as a
community,” she said.
For Carter, who began her tenure at Lawrence on July 1, the
new student welcome event and the Matriculation Convocation
that followed later in the week served
as a public introduction to the campus
community. It came at a pivotal moment
in Lawrence’s 174 -year history, with faculty
and students returning to the classroom
after four terms of distance learning.
Nurturing that re-entry was and has been
priority No. 1 across campus.

Carter said she’s been doing a lot of listening these first few
months. She’s met with faculty from across the College and
Conservatory, discussed opportunities in Athletics, began
important dialogue with alumni, and has been having substantial
conversations with students about everything from academics to
student life to equity.

“Their enthusiasm for
being here and the way
they embraced everything
they had to do just to be
together as a community
has been inspiring.”

Carter came to Lawrence from
Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania,
where she had served as president since
2017. Her work history includes a 25-year
stint in various leadership positions at the Juilliard School
in New York City and several years as an executive
vice president at Eastern Kentucky University. Lawrence’s
Board of Trustees selected her as the university’s 17th president
following a unanimous recommendation from the Presidential
Search Committee.

The takeaways have been many, not
the least of which is how passionate
Lawrence students are to be involved—
from shared governance on campus to
global issues surrounding climate change
and social justice.

The focus in most every conversation
across campus, Carter said, has been
squarely on the students and their wellbeing. The pandemic and the needed
shift to distance learning changed things,
rerouted paths, added new stressors.
And it came during a time of political
polarization and a social justice movement that reshaped national
and local conversations. Students returned to the classroom
this fall, but the world had changed. Meeting their needs in this
moment has been paramount for their future and for Lawrence’s
path forward.

During the President’s Welcome for
new students, Associate Professor
of Music John Holiday performs
This Little Light of Mine in front of
Main Hall.

LISTENING TOUR

Conversations, community highlight start of Laurie Carter’s presidency
By Ed Berthiaume

P

resident Laurie A. Carter watched from the portico in front
of Main Hall as John Holiday took the microphone to
greet incoming students and their families on a beautiful
September afternoon.
The annual welcome event for new students, typically held in
Memorial Chapel but moved outdoors, was Carter’s first as
Lawrence president, and it was a visible reminder that we are
together again—students, faculty, and staff—even while adapting
to pandemic protocols. The mantra that Carter and the Lawrence
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University staff had introduced as Fall Term arrived, “Brighter
Together,” was on full display as the sun shone above Main
Hall. Holiday, the celebrated countertenor who teaches in the
Conservatory of Music, leaned into all that togetherness and asked
those in attendance to sing along to This Little Light of Mine.
They sang. They clapped. They smiled.
And it was at that moment, Carter said, that she knew this
community was ready to reconnect.
LAWRENCE
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“They felt a loss of not being able to connect with their faculty,
their peers, the staff last year in the way they were accustomed to,”
Carter said. “They knew this year wouldn’t be going back to what
they knew because we’d still be masked, we still had to be careful,
but their enthusiasm for being here and the way they embraced
everything they had to do just to be together as a community has
been inspiring.”

BEING RESILIENT
Every campus across the country has had to adapt during the
pandemic. Lawrence, Carter said, has risen to the challenge
in large part because students, faculty, and staff have worked
together to Honor the Pledge while maintaining a commitment
to academic excellence. Seeing that resilience up close has been a
comforting thing in an uncomfortable time.
“Everyone is really taking care of one another,” Carter said.
“They want to be on campus, they want
campus to be healthy and safe, and the
community is really working together to
make that happen.”
She praised the commitment of staff
through it all, including in preparations
for students returning in the fall and
efforts to keep campus operational
and safe.

and students and the commitment to creativity and excellence is
as advertised, she said.
“The talent is tremendous, and the energy is just fantastic,” she
said. “I’ve been a fan of the Lawrence Conservatory for a long
time, but being here and experiencing it really takes it up even
higher. I think back to the Matriculation Convocation with the
Welcome Week Choir, which literally had days to pull together
a choral performance that took my breath away.”
Carter said she’s been particularly impressed with the facultystudent relationship across campus. The nimbleness of faculty
to respond to student needs—a product of an 8-to-1 student to
faculty ratio—is something you can’t completely grasp until you
see it in action, she said.
“The faculty support for students is one of the real pieces of
Lawrence that you don’t see in many other places,” she said.
“The depth of that support. They’re not
just in the classroom or in the lab with the
students; they are really guiding students
through this transformative time in the
student’s life. Yes, they are academic
advisors, but they’re really advisors for how
the liberal arts curriculum can lift a life,
how the liberal arts curriculum can inform
a life, and how a liberal arts curriculum can
really prepare a life for the kind of success
our alumni have had.”

“The faculty support
for students is one of the
real pieces of Lawrence
that you don’t see in
many other places.”

“This staff has really gone above and
beyond,” Carter said. “When our campus
was not quite ready for our students to return, our staff really
pitched in to help beautify the campus and come together. That’s
one example. They are an integral part of everything we do.”
Carter has spent a lot of time meeting with faculty as she gets
to know the Lawrence landscape. The depth of Lawrence’s
commitment to academic excellence is admirable, she said,
pointing to work being done in STEM fields as an example. The
hard work to maintain those high standards while being nimble
and innovative has been evident as her conversations have
traversed the various academic departments.

“Alumni are not just
connected to one
another; they are
also connected to
the institution in a
meaningful way.”

Carter, a standout track and field athlete
during her undergraduate days at Clarion University, said
support for Lawrence’s student-athletes is strong but she
wants to see that grow across campus. She’s listening to
ideas on how to make that happen.

A NEW HOME
Carter also said she’s been listening to the
Appleton community as she settles into her
new home. Lawrence’s relationship with
Appleton and the wider Fox Cities needs to
be tended to, she said.

Carter has already met with Lawrence
alumnus and Appleton Mayor Jake
Woodford ’13 several times. She’s been impressed with how
responsive he and his staff have been. She also was excited to see
the community participation in the outdoor Indigenous Peoples’
Day event on campus in early October, and she applauded

President Laurie Carter joins the fun at a
music education session during Mile of Music.

“They are passionate about this place and its history, and they
honor that in the way they live their lives and give back to the
community with their time, their talents, and their treasures,”
Carter said. “It really demonstrates what a special place Lawrence
is. That alumni are not just connected to one another but they are
also connected to the institution in a meaningful way.”

“I wouldn’t say anything has surprised me, but I am impressed
by the depth of the curricular experience here,” Carter said. “And
I’m really impressed by the faculty’s commitment to providing an
innovative curricular approach that promotes equitable learning
for all. Our faculty have worked really hard at that.”
Having spent a large portion of her career working in arts
education, Carter was well acquainted with the Conservatory
before coming to Lawrence. The depth of talent among faculty

“It is critical that we honor the history and the traditions of
Lawrence in everything we do,” she said. “At the core of an
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That includes athletics, Carter said, calling
the commitment of Lawrence’s studentathletes extraordinary. Athletes make up 30%
of this year’s first-year class. A quarter of all
Lawrence students participate on one of the
school’s 22 varsity teams.

“This community really knows how to support one another,”
she said. “Can we deepen those connections with our athletes?
Absolutely. Will we? Absolutely. We will
strengthen the connections between
Athletics and the rest of the campus.”

That’s been reflected in conversations
with alumni as well, Carter said. The passion Lawrentians have
for their alma mater runs deep. That has come through loud
and clear.

Carter expects to see that play out in numerous ways as Lawrence
prepares to mark its 175th anniversary in 2022. There is much
to celebrate and much to build on. There is a commitment to
embracing the history of Lawrence and Milwaukee-Downer
College, and Carter said she has felt that in the passionate words
of alumni as they’ve talked about their own experiences and their
vision for Lawrence going forward.
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adaptive leadership model is taking the DNA of a place and
building on it. That’s what we’re doing. Lawrence’s DNA
is so strong, and the traditions are really an
integral part of how the university operates.
Being able to honor those and do it in a way
that’s forward-looking and forward-thinking
is actually quite wonderful because the
foundation is so strong.”

LAWRENCE
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“We want our students to understand how to be good neighbors and
how to contribute to the community in which they are living.”

the community connections being built by
Lawrence’s Career Center and the Center for
Community Engagement and Social Change.
Those are all building blocks that will help to
build a stronger relationship, one fortified with
mutual respect and a commitment to make
sure this is and always will be a welcoming
environment for everyone.
“Lawrence is right in the middle of this
community,” Carter said. “We are a part of it.
We want our students to understand how to be
good neighbors and how to contribute to the
community in which they are living.”
Carter said she quickly became a fan of the
Downtown Appleton Farmers Market. She’s
enjoyed Art at the Park and other community
activities in Appleton’s parks, took in Mile of
Music, and loves walking on trails near campus.
She and her husband and son have been
exploring Appleton slowly but surely, all with
pandemic safety in mind.
“I think what we’ve probably availed ourselves
of more than anything else are the restaurants,”
Carter said. “There are some really good
restaurants in Appleton. Good food, good service,
really nice environments. We just really love this
community.”
In the end, Carter said, all of her conversations
circle back to Lawrence’s students and how they
can build positive connections in classrooms,
across campus, and in the surrounding
community. That togetherness—“Brighter
Together”—will be at the heart of Lawrence’s
future success.
“We have to make sure the students feel our
arms around them,” Carter said. ▪
Ed Berthiaume is director of public
information at Lawrence University.
Email: ed.c.berthiaume@lawrence.edu
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RIGHT: Presidential
pup Pepper is at home
in Hamar House.

President Laurie Carter greets incoming students in
Memorial Chapel, handing each an IHRTLUHC sticker.

DID YOU KNOW?
All About President Laurie A. Carter
Early career: Carter got her start working in higher
education via student life. She was a residence hall
director at William Paterson College and then director
of residence life at Fairleigh Dickinson College.
Joining Juilliard: Her first position at Juilliard School,
beginning in 1988, was as director of student affairs.
Among other things, she helped alter the NYC
skyline—well, sort of—as she oversaw construction
of the school’s first dormitory.
She is a lawyer: Carter was already working at
Juilliard when she began taking classes at Rutgers
School of Law in Newark, N.J. When she graduated
with her JD in 1993, Juilliard asked her to stay on to
establish an in-house legal department. She became
the school’s first chief legal officer.
All about jazz: She later co-created the jazz program
at Juilliard and served as executive director of the
Jazz Studies Department.
Breaking barriers: Carter was both the first woman
and first African American to serve as president of
Shippensburg. She is now the first BIPOC president
at Lawrence.
Being honored: She was named one of 25
outstanding women in higher education by the
magazine Diverse: Issues in Higher Education.
A track star: Carter was a standout hurdler at Clarion
University. She was elected to the school’s Athletics
Hall of Fame in 2018.
Presidential pup: The family dog loves it here. Pepper
is a 12-year-old toy poodle currently running Hamar
House. “I think his favorite time of day is when I come
home in the evenings and we sit out on the screen
porch together,” Carter said. “He’s a pampered pup.”
LAWRENCE
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COMMUNITY REUNITES AS ACADEMIC YEAR 2021 BEGINS
“Brighter Together” was a message heard and
seen repeatedly as Lawrence University launched
a new academic year, one marked by the arrival of
a new president, Laurie A. Carter, and the muchanticipated return to campus of students, faculty,
and staff after 18 months of mostly remote learning.

work together. With a campus vaccine mandate in
place, once again wearing masks in indoor public
spaces, and continuing to Honor the Pledge by
following health and safety protocols, the Lawrence
community is facing the challenges.

Togetherness remains the guiding light of this
Those two words—Brighter Together—are displayed academic year. Classes are again in person.
on banners and signs throughout campus, on
Athletic competitions have resumed. Conservatory
T-shirts and face masks being made available to
ensembles are practicing together. Students
the Lawrence community, and is being repeated
are sharing living spaces in the residence halls.
in conversations, in convocations, and in campus
Andrew Commons is open for meals.
celebrations. We are together again.
“Brighter Together is an anthem for this moment
Lawrence is still navigating the pandemic, but the
in Lawrence’s history and a reminder of our
community has shown its ability and willingness to strength as a community,” said Carter.
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SEPTEMBER

Student Community
Advisor Marzuka Akber ’24
helps prepare the campus
to welcome the newest
Lawrentians before the
official Move-In Day
begins.

The Class of
2025 gathers
for their official
class photo
as proud and
emotional
friends
and family
members
capture the
moment.
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Nothing says the
personal touch of a
small college experience
like receiving birthday
balloons during your
first day on campus.
Students with birthdays
were greeted with
balloon bouquets during
the President’s Welcome.

Edythmae Frodl ’25
(front) and Althea
Foster ’23 (back)
dance on Drew Street
bridge during
Move-In Day.

Photos: Danny Damiani

LAWRENCE
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SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Pride, excitement, emotions, smiles, and yes, a few tears.
Parents say goodbye to students beginning their Lawrence journey after the President’s Welcome.
What’s the start of the Lawrence
experience without First-Year
Studies? Amanda Draheim,
assistant professor of clinical
psychology, proves that class
outside is a reality as she teaches
Natasha Tretheway’s Native Guard.
Classes are once again in-person
this academic year. Photos: Danny Damiani
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Students take
advantage of
a gorgeous
fall day to
hang out on
Main Hall
Green.
Photo: Liz Boutelle

Members of the LU Rowing
Club practice on the Fox River
just after dawn.

LAWRENCE
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OCTOBER

BLUE & WHITE WEEKEND
Student organizers put together a
wide range of events including a
carnival, tailgate, and glow party to
mark Blue & White Weekend.
Reese Pike, Eli Elder, Owen Brady,
and Mitchell VonEschen, all
sophomores, play glow mini golf
in the Warch Campus Center.
Photo: Danny Damiani

The annual Fred Sturm Jazz Celebration Weekend, a staple
of the jazz program in the Lawrence Conservatory of Music
for four decades, was held with a bit of a twist to adhere to
pandemic protocols while still providing a powerful weekend
of celebration.

NOVEMBER

The full campus community was offered an assortment of live
workshops ranging from songwriting to dance to jazz singing.
Students participate in Improv for All with Patty Darling,
director of the Lawrence University Jazz Ensemble, and
Lawrence jazz students.
Photo: Valeria Mast ’25

The LU Dance and Cheer Teams
perform during halftime at the
Vikings football game.
Matthew Dalgleish, a firstyear, gets ready to jump on
a bungee trampoline during
the Blue & White Weekend
Carnival.
Photo: Danny Damiani

Seniors Courtney
Wilmington and
Chenyu Yao give
a presentation
during Cognitive
Neuroscience, the
first class taught at
Lawrence by inaugural
Singleton Professor of
Cognitive Neuroscience
Brittany Alperin.
Photo: Danny Damiani
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LAND/ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
AN ORAL HISTORY OF THE DEDICATION
OF KAEYES MAMACEQTAWAK PLAZA
On Indigenous Peoples’ Day, Lawrence
dedicated Kaeyes Mamaceqtawak Plaza
and the new sculpture at its center,
Otāēciah. The plaza and sculpture are
located in the heart of campus between
the Seeley G. Mudd Library and the
Wriston Art Center. Understand the
history, importance, and impact of
this moment through the words of
members of the Lawrence and Fox Valley
Indigenous communities, including
Lawrence students and Otāēciah
sculptor Chris Cornelius.

Photo: Liz Boutelle
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“

It’s important to understand the
relationship that Indigenous people
had originally to the land, for us
to be able to have conversations
about how we ended up where we
are. How did we end up where
Lawrence University is, here on
what was Menominee land? I
think it’s important to start that
conversation, and for me it’s doing
that through this piece. Through art
and sculpture, we can begin to have
those kinds of conversations about
the university and the founding
of the university. Lawrence was
here before Wisconsin even
became a state. But we should
have conversations about who was
here before it was even known
as Wisconsin, before European
contact. That’s the thing the piece
itself is intended to do, to help
spark those conversations.”
—Otāēciah Sculptor and Chair of
the Department of Architecture at the
University of New Mexico
Chris Cornelius, Oneida
LAWRENCE
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“

Kaeyes
mamaceqtawak
means ancient
people that
move. Now this
is what we called
ourselves. Neighboring tribes called us Omaeqnomenewak,
people of the wild rice. We didn’t call ourselves that, that
name was given to us by neighboring tribes, the Chippewa,
the Potawatomie, the Stockbridge, the Oneidas because
they migrated to this area and we taught them how to
harvest wild rice. And the French Canadian traders also
called us people of the wild rice. But that is not what
we called ourselves. We called ourselves Kaeyes
mamaceqtawak, ancient people that move.”
—Elder Dennis Kenote, Menominee

ABOUT THE SCULPTURE
Otāēciah (Crane), Chris T. Cornelius (Oneida)

“

The form of Otāēciah references a crane, one of the five traditional
Menominee clan symbols. The perforated and patinaed steel
panels, modeled after woodland textile patterns, overlap like a bird’s
feathers. Menominee beadwork designs, created with elements of
geometric patterns, are prominently featured. The decorative shapes
that crown the piece signify ceremonial regalia. The sculpture
points directionally toward the present land of the Menominee
Nation. The three inside posts supporting the sculpture represent
LUNA’s motto: “We stand together—stronger together.”

This is a space dedicated for recognizing and celebrating
indigeneity. It’s not only a space for indigenous people
exclusively, but it’s a place where we can come together to
celebrate, acknowledge, and honor that indigeneity here on
campus, in Appleton, in the United States.”
—Lawrence University Native Americans President Taneya
Garcia ’22, Santa Ana and Acoma Pueblo

Lawrence University is profoundly grateful to
Robert ’64 and Patricia Anker and the Boldt Company.
The Ankers’ generosity made the Otāēciah installation
possible. A Boldt Co. crew spent several weeks
collaborating with and bringing Chris Cornelius’ vision
to life, assembling and welding the intricate pieces.
Photos: Danny Damiani
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“

I will never forget the conversation with (Otāēciah sculptor)
Chris (Cornelius) and our LUNA students. As a Native professor
here and someone who graduated from Lawrence, just that idea
that our indigenous ways of knowing are being welcomed and
acknowledged and honored in that way, through conversation,
was a beautiful thing to see.”
—Associate Professor of Music
Brigetta Miller ’89,
Stockbridge-Munsee (Mohican)

TRANSLATION &
PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
PLAZA
Menominee orthography:
Kāēyas mamāceqtawak
International Phonetic Alphabet:
/kajæs məmɑːʔt͡ʃɪtɑwək /
Pronunciation guide:
Ka-YES muh-MAA-chi-TA-wuk
Translation: Ancient people
that move
SCULPTURE
Menominee Orthography:
Otāēciah
International Phonetic Alphabet:
ɔtɑːʔt͡ʃijɑʰ
Pronunciation guide:
o-TAA-chee-ah
Translation: Crane

THE LAWRENCE
UNIVERSITY LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

“
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“

There’s been such a long history of Native
Americans, indigenous people, being
shoved away for who they were. And so
now, to have people actually ask you,
‘What is indigenous? What are your
cultures?,’ it’s like ‘Oh! I get to talk now,’
and it’s just so exciting to see that.”
—Emily Gajewski ’24,
Lac Courte Oreilles and Ojibwe

Lawrence University’s
Appleton and Door County
campuses are located on the
ancestral homelands of the
Menominee and Ho-Chunk
people. Currently there are 11
federally recognized Native
American sovereign nations in
Wisconsin. We acknowledge
these indigenous communities
who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations and
pay respect to their elders past
and present.
Adopted October 2018
Thank you to Associate Professor of
Anthropology Lavanya H. Murali for
providing the pronunciation transcription
and orthography.
Pow-wow Demonstration at Lawrence
University’s 6th Annual Indigenous Peoples’
Day Celebration Monday, Oct. 11, 2021.
Photo: Danny Damiani
LAWRENCE
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Julie Rana, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, watches as students work on the
board during Discrete Mathematics in Briggs Hall. Photo: Danny Damiani

Julie Rana, assistant professor of mathematics, watches as students work
on the board during Discrete Mathematics. Photo: Danny Damiani

MOTION GRANTED
Major National Grants Recognize
Faculty Scholarship, Create
Opportunities for Student Research
By Ed Berthiaume

T

wo Lawrence University faculty members—Julie Rana
in Mathematics and Israel Del Toro in Biology—are the
recipients of six-figure national grants that will further
their research and bring more Lawrence students into the
research process.
Two other faculty members—Lori Hilt ’97 in Psychology and
Beth Zinsli ’02 in Art History—received five-figure national grants
to enhance their work.
Catherine Gunther Kodat, provost and dean of faculty, said
bringing in four national grants this fall speaks to the breadth

24
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of the high-level work being done by Lawrence’s faculty. “It’s
wonderfully gratifying to see our faculty receiving national
recognition for something we at Lawrence have always known—
our faculty are gifted, dedicated teachers who are also engaged in
ground-breaking scholarship across the full range of the liberal
arts disciplines,” Kodat said.

PROOF OF CONCEPT
Assistant Professor of Mathematics Julie Rana was awarded a twoyear grant of $192,905 through the National Science Foundation’s
Launching Early-Career Academic Pathways in the Mathematical
and Physical Sciences (LEAPS-MPS) program. It’s a first-time
grant, awarded to pre-tenure faculty. It’s a huge accomplishment
for Rana, with only 21 grants awarded across the country.
A portion of the grant will allow Rana to work on research in
algebraic geometry related to moduli spaces, collaborating with
math scholars in Europe, Chile, and elsewhere in the United
States. The funding will allow her to hire four students in each of
the next two summers to work with her on research in an area of
math known as graph theory.

Israel Del Toro inspecting and installing a honeybee observation hive. Photo: Liz Boutelle

“The best part of this project is that students will join a
community of peers working together on fun and interesting
math problems,” Rana said. “Mathematics is a very collaborative
discipline, and I’m just thrilled that I get to share that joy of
collaboration with students over the next two summers.”
Rana said the collaborations with other math scholars who are
focused on algebraic geometry will take her research to another
level. She’ll have the opportunity to travel to other institutions to
work directly with her collaborators, and she’ll be able to bring
some of them to Lawrence.
In addition, the grant will cover costs of work Rana is doing in
developing math curriculum and support mechanisms aimed
at making Lawrence’s mathematics, computer science, and data
science programs more inclusive and accessible. She’s developing
two new math courses—Mathematics and Community (developed
in collaboration with senior Caitlyn Lansing) and Modern BIPOC
Mathematicians—and organizing inclusive pedagogy reading
groups among the faculty.

The grant covers the costs of bringing two speakers to campus
who have been significant voices in improving inclusivity in
STEM fields. They are Emille Lawrence, chair of Mathematics and
Statistics at the University of San Francisco, and Pamela E. Harris,
associate professor of mathematics and statistics at Williams
College. Both are women of color who have carved out impressive
careers as math scholars and have authored or edited works aimed
at widening the path into the mathematics field.
“I worked hard to get this grant,” Rana said. “I’m really proud that
I got it because there just aren’t very many of us who got it.”

SOMETHING TO BUZZ ABOUT
Assistant Professor of Biology Israel Del Toro was awarded a
two-year, $199,957 EAGER grant from the National Science
Foundation to enhance the research he’s doing on bee
conservation. The grant will allow Del Toro to supersize his
research, including bringing more students into the process.
LAWRENCE
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MINDFULNESS
MATTERS
Associate Professor of
Psychology Lori Hilt
received a subaward
for more than $51,000
through Harvard
University from the
National Institutes of
Health. She will serve as
an expert on adolescent
rumination on a five-year
clinical trial.
Adolescent rumination
refers to a mindset
in which someone
can’t get beyond the
negative things that are
happening around them.
An adolescent struggling
with rumination will
dwell on the negative
information, stew on it
until it consumes them,
unable to let go.
Lori Hilt and her students examining data from their mindfulness mobile app research
study. Photo: Liz Boutelle

Over the past five years, Del Toro has done extensive field work
on pollinator habitats, advocating for bee conservation not only on
campus but across the Fox Valley. This grant will allow him to take
that work into a lab, investigating the varied reasons that bees are good
pollinators. He’ll be collaborating with colleagues at the University
of Wisconsin–Madison (UW), using microtomography (microCT)
technology to take a closer look at the inner workings of bees.
“We are taking a look under the hood of a bee,” Del Toro said.
“And really taking a peek to see why the internal parts of the bee
allow them to be effective pollinators.”
Del Toro will be using the microCT technology at UW. He and
his students also will be doing experiments in the lab at Lawrence
that relate to climate change.
“We’ll be doing thermal tolerance, figuring out how bees are
affected as we increase and decrease temperature,” he said. “We
want to see how increases and decreases in temperatures affect
bee behavior and bee restoration and try to make predictions of
how these populations would be affected in the future.”
Over the two years of the grant, eight Lawrence students will be
able to join Del Toro in his research.
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TEAKWOOD TREASURE
Beth Zinsli, assistant professor of art history and curator of
the Wriston Art Center Galleries, was awarded a $10,000
Preservation Assistance Grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities. The grant will provide a professional
assessment of the Teakwood Room and its contents so that
Lawrence knows best how to steward the room going forward.

“Our faculty are gifted,
dedicated teachers who are also
engaged in ground-breaking
scholarship across the full range
of the liberal arts disciplines.”

Zinsli recognizes the need for careful
stewardship of this unique space. “The
Teakwood Room is a university treasure and
a distinctive piece of global material culture,”
said Zinsli.
The Teakwood Room, located in Chapman
Hall, was originally built by American artist
and architect Lockwood de Forest in Alice
Chapman’s Milwaukee home. After Chapman died in 1935,
the Teakwood Room was placed in Chapman Library on the
Milwaukee-Downer campus and used for receptions, poetry
readings, and chamber music. When Lawrence and Downer
consolidated in 1964, members of the Downer community
asked that the room be preserved. The room was carefully
disassembled and stored in a warehouse until 1968, when it was
reassembled at Lawrence.

—Provost Catherine Gunther Kodat
The Teakwood Room, Chapman Hall. Photo: Liz Boutelle

“The new NIH grant is
a really nice follow-up to my other NIH grant,” Hilt said. “In our
previous grant research, we found that using a brief mindfulness
mobile app intervention that we developed—known as the
CARE app—reduced rumination and mental health symptoms
relative to a mood-monitoring control condition. The new grant
will similarly recruit ruminative teens and ask them to use a
mindfulness mobile app, this time for one month using the
Headspace app vs. a control condition.”
The primary study site is at Harvard’s McLean Hospital. A
functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) scan will be done
before and after the teens use the app.
“This will allow us to see whether a brief mindfulness
intervention changes brain network patterns that have been
associated with rumination,” Hilt said.
This grant will allow Hilt and other participants to take a
personalized medicine approach by examining which teens
benefit from mindfulness training.
“This is something that we started looking at in our other grant,
and it offers a promising new approach to mental health—being
able to know if a particular intervention will work before engaging
in it,” Hilt said.
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LAWRENCE MAKES THE GRADE
Princeton Review, U.S. News Rank Lawrence Among Best in Country
Late summer and early fall mark rankings season in the academic
world, and Lawrence had another strong showing this year. It is
again listed as one of the best colleges in the nation by both The
Princeton Review and U.S. News and World Report.

PRINCETON REVIEW
Lawrence again landed on The Princeton Review’s list of The Best
387 Colleges. Only about 14% of the nearly 2,800 eligible fouryear colleges make the Best book each year. Lawrence was also
recognized on lists for Best Value Colleges, Best Green Colleges,
and Best Midwestern Colleges.
The Green College ranking speaks to the work Lawrence has done
on sustainability and reducing the school’s carbon footprint. The
Best Value designation is based on stellar academics, affordable
cost with financial aid factored in, and strong career prospects for
graduates, according to Princeton Review editors.
The Princeton Review report lauded Lawrence for its small
student-to-faculty ratio, robust international student population,
its impressive First-Year Studies program, and its “holistic
approach to the admissions game.”
“At a time when students are searching for institutional strength
and quality, we appreciate that The Princeton Review has once
again recognized Lawrence University as one of the best colleges
in the country,” said Ken Anselment, vice president for enrollment
and communications.

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT
In addition to being included in U.S. News’ 2022 Best Colleges report,
placing No. 62 among the Best National Liberal Arts Colleges, Lawrence
placed high on four other lists that are part of the annual rankings:
No. 36: Best Value
No. 44: Best Undergraduate Teaching
No. 54: Best First-Year Experience
No. 167: Top Performers on Social Mobility
To be considered for U.S. News’ Best Value Schools listing, a
school first had to be ranked among the Best Colleges in the
nation. Those qualifying schools were then examined on the basis
of net cost of attendance and available need-based financial aid.

The Best Value ranking reflects Lawrence’s push to make more
need-based aid available in the form of grants and scholarships.
Placement on the other lists, meanwhile, is particularly exciting
because they each reflect ongoing efforts to make Lawrence more
inclusive and to provide a broad, holistic student experience.
Being on the list for Best Undergraduate Teaching is heartening
because it speaks to the relationship-building that comes with
Lawrence’s 8-to-1 student-to-faculty ratio and the expansion of key
academic programs.
“Lawrence’s faculty are not only terrific scientists, artists, and
scholars—they are also first-rate teachers,” said Catherine Gunther
Kodat, provost and dean of faculty. “It’s extremely gratifying to
see them receive this much-deserved national recognition for the
extraordinary work they do with their students.”
The First-Year Experiences ranking is new for Lawrence this
year. In addition to the signature First-Year Studies program, the
ranking follows efforts across campus to enhance the student life
experience in a holistic way, including more coordinated health
and wellness outreach, the launch and growth of the Office of
Spiritual and Religious Life, the expansion of the Center for
Academic Success, and the more intentional focus of the Career
Center in connecting with students in their first year on campus.
That has all played into first-year students having positive
experiences as they transition to college life.
The Top Performers on Social Mobility list speaks to the success
of a college advancing social mobility by enrolling and graduating
economically disadvantaged students who are awarded Pell
Grants. The majority of those federal grants are awarded to
students whose adjusted gross family incomes are below $50,000.
“While being considered one of the best is great, we’re even more
excited that Lawrence is being recognized for the important work
we do every day on behalf of our students, which is providing topnotch preparation for a meaningful life after college and doing so
in a way that families can afford,” Vice President for Enrollment
and Communications Ken Anselment said.

Marcia BjØrnerud, Walter Schober Professor of Environmental Studies and Professor of
Geosciences, works with Madeline Taylor ’23 during Hot Rocks. Photo: Danny Damiani
28

FALL 2021

LAWRENCE

29

CAMPUS NEWS

MEET THE NEW FACULTY

NEW FACES

Ten new tenure-track faculty joined Lawrence this fall, including hires in newly-endowed positions
in cognitive neuroscience and collaborative & organizational psychology.

LAWRENCE WELCOMES NEW FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS
President Laurie Carter isn’t the only new face on campus.
In addition to welcoming back a community of 1,500
students this year, we are also joined by the incoming

class, new faculty, and new staff. These new Lawrentians
will help us continue to invest in our academic programs,
student success, and our mission and values.

Brittany Alperin,
assistant professor
of psychology.
She will be the
inaugural holder
of the Singleton
Professorship
in Cognitive
Neuroscience.

“I am absolutely

Alex Heaton,
assistant
professor of
mathematics

thrilled to be
welcoming such a
talented, dedicated
group of scholars.
Our new colleagues
will fortify strengths

Sigma Colón,
assistant
professor of
environmental
and ethnic
studies

in existing academic
programs and help
us develop new
areas of focus.”

Class of 2025’s official photo.Photo: M.C. Kinney Photography

BY THE NUMBERS: WELCOMING THE NEWEST LAWRENTIANS
Lawrence is thrilled to welcome one of the largest classes of new students in our history. Get to know a bit about these
impressive students. They are ready, resilient, and are going to do great things.

410
15
10%
16%
100+
21%

incoming first-years

transfer students
international students
Conservatory students
varsity athletes
first-generation college students

Margaret
Koker,
assistant
professor of
physics

—Provost
Catherine
Gunther Kodat

Kelly Culhane,
assistant
professor of
chemistry

Where are they from?
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Linnea Ng, assistant
professor of psychology.
She will be the
inaugural holder of the
Hurvis Professorship
in Collaboration
and Organizational
Psychology.

states + D.C. and Puerto Rico
Top five: Wisconsin, Illinois, Texas, Minnesota, California

31

countries
Top five: China, South Korea, Japan, Vietnam, Canada

5

sovereign Native nations
Menominee Nation, North Dakota Mountain Chippewa, Hopi
Nation, Nenana Native Association in Alaska, Native Hawai’i

Scott Dixon, assistant
professor of philosophy

Amanda Draheim,
assistant professor
of psychology

Kristin Roach, assistant
professor of music (vocal
coaching)

Elizabeth Schlabach,
associate professor
of history

To learn more about these new faculty members,
visit go.lawrence.edu/newfaculty2021
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NEW STAFF SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS & RECRUITMENT
GARRETT SINGER
Director of the Center for Community
Engagement & Social Change (CCE)
Singer joins Lawrence from Vanderbilt University.

“I look forward to engaging with
Lawrence students to help them
discover opportunities to serve in the
community and build lasting relationships with area
nonprofits. I want to raise the profile of the CCE on
campus while emphasizing the importance of building
community engagement skills.”
go.lawrence.edu/ccesinger
ROBYN BOWERS
Dean of Admissions
Bowers will join Lawrence as the new dean of
admissions beginning in January. She joins Lawrence
from Kenyon where she served as the senior associate
dean and director of admissions recruitment.

ABOVE: Eric Mayes, vice president for diversity, equity, and inclusion, stands for a portrait on campus. Photo: Danny Damiani

ERIC MAYES TO LEAD AS NEW VICE PRESIDENT FOR DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW IN 20 WORDS OR FEWER: Dr. Eric
Mayes is a higher education leader who has championed diversity
and education reform initiatives for nearly two decades.
HIS ROLE AT LAWRENCE: As the leader in the Office of Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI), Dr. Mayes will work collaboratively
across campus with students, faculty, staff, alumni, and the
broader community.
HIS PROFESSIONAL LIFE BEFORE LAWRENCE: “My career path
has largely been driven by working to give back and replicate the
kinds of support that I received that proved to be life-changing,”
says Mayes. That path includes being the inaugural executive
director of the University of Arkansas’ Center for Educational
Equity at Arkansas, an assistant professor of educational
leadership and chair of the Diversity and Civility Committee at
the School of Education at Johns Hopkins University.
MORE ABOUT DR. MAYES: He grew up in southwest Michigan,
surrounded by significant poverty. He said the support he
received throughout his youth has informed his education and
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his professional life. He attended the University of Michigan,
where he went from a walk-on linebacker to co-captain of the 1997
National Championship team. The leadership he showed after a
season-ending knee injury is the stuff of legend at Michigan.
HIS THOUGHTS ON HIS WORK AT LAWRENCE: “It’s an
opportunity to be a part of important change happening at a
critical time in both Lawrence’s history and our country’s history.
I’m looking forward to working alongside faculty, staff, and
students and bringing my experiences, expertise, and network
to campus and help move the needle forward in achieving the
institutional goals around antiracism, diversity, equity, and
inclusion.
“To realize the unique value of a liberal arts education, you need
to have an environment where people feel welcome, where people
feel supported, where people can bring their authentic self to the
classroom, to campus, and their presence and contributions are
welcomed, valued, and celebrated.”
To learn more about Eric Mayes, visit go.lawrence.edu/mayes

“Everyone I have met at Lawrence
has impressed me with their warmth, intelligence,
and deep commitment to the institution. Lawrence’s
rich liberal arts tradition, commitment to the arts,
emphasis on diversity and inclusion, and welcoming
community create an extraordinary learning
environment. I am humbled and grateful for this
opportunity and look forward to working with the
admissions team to bring the light of Lawrence to
prospective students.” go.lawrence.edu/rbowers

CASEY KORN
Head Men’s Basketball Coach
Korn is the new leader of the Lawrence University men's
basketball team. Prior to Lawrence, he was an assistant
coach at University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh.

“Overall, we just want players to set a
standard for who they want to become
and who we should be here at Lawrence. Mistakes are
going to be made along the way. But we’re going to
continue to grow and continue to learn from them as
we go. That’s what our philosophy is going to be. We
want to excel on the court and in the classroom, and
we’re going to put a product on the floor that people
will be proud to come and watch.”
go.lawrence.edu/ckorn
DR. ASHLEY LEWIS
Associate Vice President for Enrollment
Dr. Lewis is the inaugural holder of this newly created role
that aims to strengthen Lawrence’s commitment to student
retention and persistence. She comes to Lawrence from
Shippensburg University.

“Lawrence is doing excellent work. Ensuring
that the student, parent, and family experience is superior,
from recruitment to retainment, takes a strong, united,
and diligent village. I welcome the work ahead of us as
we—faculty, staff, administration, and local community—
collaborate to strategically and thoughtfully develop practices
and processes that improve upon retention, persistence, and
equity for all students.” go.lawrence.edu/alewis

BOARD OF TRUSTEES WELCOMES NEW LEADERSHIP, MEMBERS
CORY NETTLES ’92
Founder and Managing Director,
Generation Growth Capital, Inc.,
Chair of the Board of Trustees
SARAH SCHOTT ’97
Chief Compliance Officer and
General Counsel, Gravie
Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees

WILLIAM BAER ’72
Visiting Fellow in Governance
Studies, The Brookings Institution
Secretary of the Board of
Trustees

FRANCESCA ROMERO
SIEKMAN ’11
Project Developer for
Pimieta Films,
Recent Graduate Trustee
KATY SCHWARTZ-STREI ’84
Executive Vice President for
Human Resources and
Chief Human Resource
Officer at Emergent
BioSolutions, Term Trustee
SACHIN SHIVARAM
CEO of Wisconsin
Aluminum Foundry,
Term Trustee

Learn more about
our new trustees and
Board leadership at
go.lawrence.edu/
board21
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THREE NEW PROGRAMS OFFERED
Lawrence continues to invest in its academic mission, launching
three new programs: A major in international relations, a minor
in global health and society, and a partnership with the Medical
College of Wisconsin for a 3+3 pharmacy degree.
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
 he major in international relations builds on offerings
T
in Lawrence’s government program. Students can explore
international security, conflict and cooperation through
coursework. There are also opportunities for international field
research with faculty. There has been growing demand for such
a major, particularly among students interested in careers in
diplomacy, global nonprofit work, multinational business, and
graduate work in political science, public policy, international
law, and international affairs.

Students pose for a photo in Hong Kong.
Lawrentians traveled there in 2018 as part of a
D-Term opportunity taught by Stephen Edward
Scarff Professor of International Affairs and
Associate Professor of Government Jason
Brozek and Associate Professor of Government
Ameya Balsekar. Students spent one week on
campus reading and preparing, followed by
several days in Hong Kong for on-the-ground
study, including meetings with local NGOs,
government officials and business leaders.
Photo credit: Jason Brozek.

THE HEALTH AND SOCIETY MINOR
Explore the intersection of human health and global social
inequities, focusing on the complex issues that shape individual
and population health. It draws on faculty expertise from social,
cultural, biological, and environmental fields across campus.
It can be paired with any major and will provide important
preparation for students eyeing health- or social justice-related
careers or graduate school programs.
3+3 PHARMACY DEGREE
The partnership with the Medical College of Wisconsin
(MCOW) offers students the opportunity to earn both a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence and Doctor of Pharmacy
degree from MCOW in six years. The program is aimed at
students majoring in the sciences.

Photo: Liz Boutelle

PRESIDENT’S HOUSE NAMED TO HONOR LEGACY OF OLIVE HAMAR
The president’s residence has been renamed the Olive Hamar
The new name is thanks to a
Olive Hamar, 1922
House. The new name honors a student who, a century ago,
$2 million endowed gift from
advocated for women’s rights and sought to create a new social
the late Olive Hamar’s niece,
space on campus. Hamar was a student at Lawrence when she died
Patricia Boldt ’48. Boldt, who followed her aunt’s path to
of meningitis in March 1925. She had been active with student
Lawrence, said family stories and cherished letters detail
organizations and was leading a
the kindness and generosity of Hamar,
push to open a hospitality center
including her love of Lawrence.
on campus. The president’s
“Olive was a beloved girl,” Boldt said. “And
house is often a gathering place
not just by her family. If you read all the
for campus celebrations and
Seven
Lawrence
presidents
stuff that I’ve got, you can tell people were
meals with Lawrence guests,
really fond of her. And when you read
so it’s appropriate that it will
have lived in Hamar House
some of these letters, you see that she
now carry the name of a student
since it became the presidential
was a darling and a wonderful woman, so
who put such emphasis on
generous and humble.” President Laurie
residence in 1956.
hospitality and friendship.
A. Carter, her family and dog, Pepper, took
residence in Hamar House in July.

▶DID YOU KNOW?
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Associate Professor
of Chemistry
ALLISON FLESHMAN
“Liberal arts colleges are teaching intensive; I
spend only about 20% of my time on research and
the rest is devoted to teaching. I like to think that rather
than doing science, my job is really to make scientists.
Many of my students go on to graduate school or to jobs in
industry. So I think I have great success in that.”

VIKING VOICES

Professor of History
JAKE FREDERICK

—The American Physical Society’s
Online Magazine Physics
Walter Schober Professor of
Environmental Studies
MARCIA BJØRNERUD
“I don’t think any of us really understand what a
billion years means. But little by little, you start filling
in geologic time with stories, and I think that’s where
we will understand. That’s what really makes geological
thinking different. We do want to quantify time, but
the power of geology has been to recreate these
narratives of earlier ecosystems and tectonic events
on Earth. That’s where you start developing a
sense of how long a billion years is.”

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE LAWRENCE COMMUNITY

# More than 3,300 donors stepped up to contribute more than
$1.97 million to the Lawrence Fund during the record-setting 8th
annual Giving Day.
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—Discover Magazine

—Cosmos Magazine

Jesús Smith, Assistant Professor of Ethnic Studies,
rehearses with Pamela Cribbs for Shall We DanceFox Cities. Photo: Danny Damiani

# Twelve Lawrence students are setting the foundation for the
Social & Environmental Justice Cohort program, an innovative
new summer internship initiative at Lawrence made possible by
donor support. It’s focused on social and environmental justice
issues and has been developed as a shared experience across
multiple nonprofit organizations doing work in a particular
geographic area. The inaugural participants, guided by Stephen
Edward Scarff Professor of International Affairs Jason Brozek, were:
Marelis Alvarez (Center for Urban Teaching), Fernando Ismael
Delgado (Center for Urban Teaching), Ben DePasquale (Milwaukee
Riverkeeper), Jae Franklin (Walker’s Point), Sierra Johnson (Bay
Bridge), Jasper Kashou (Blue Lotus Farm), Adya Kadambari
(Bay Bridge), Kenneth Penaherrera (Pathfinders), Naomi Torres
Solorio (Center for Urban Teaching), Jessica Toncler (Legal Action
Wisconsin), Layna Wang (Alderperson Bob Bauman), Lili Xu
(Pillars Appleton).

“Disasters are almost necessarily a part of human
history. Volcanoes happen, earthquakes happen,
wildfires happen… The planet is adapted to deal
with these things. They only become disasters when
they start to have a negative impact on human
beings. Humans are spectacularly adaptable.
You can put them in any environment, and they
will simply endure.”

# 2021 DownBeat Award makes four in a row! The Lawrence
Conservatory of Music’s jazz program has received the national
honor that speaks to its ability to creatively make music amid the
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, earning an Outstanding
Performance award in DownBeat magazine’s annual Student
Music Awards.
# And the honors keep coming for the Conservatory! Five
Lawrentians earned recognition from the prestigious American
Prize: Director of Opera Studies Copeland Woodruff and Director
of Orchestral Studies Mark Dupere and alumni Evan Williams ’11
(Orchestral Performance), Nicolas Bizub ’16 (Composition), and
Nick Fahrenkrug ’20 (Opera).
# Assistant Professor of Ethnic Studies Jesus Smith has been
named part of the Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce Future 15, a
recognition for “outstanding young professionals … chosen based
on their professional dedication, strong sense of vision for the
future of the Fox Cities, and personal commitment to philanthropy
in the community they call home.” In addition to this honor, Smith

also took part in the annual Shall We Dance? fundraiser, a local
ballroom dancing competition that raises money for Appleton’s
Sexual Assault Crisis Center. He was one of the top fundraisers.
# Shaun Donnelly ’68 spent two weeks on the Lawrence campus as
the visiting Scarff Professor. Donnelly forged a 36-year career with
the U.S. Foreign Service, including serving as U.S. ambassador
to Sri Lanka. He is the latest in a line of distinguished public
servants, professional leaders, and scholars who have shared
insights and collaborated with students and faculty since the Scarff
Professorship was established in 1989.
# James H. Merrell ’75, the Lucy Maynard Salmon Professor
of History at Vassar College, was chosen to present the 16th
annual Robert
C. Baron Lecture
by the American
Antiquarian Society.

Shaun Donnelly ’68

# Molly Preston ’10 is making movie magic in
the Fox Valley. The aspiring filmmaker brought
her Portland, Oregon-based film crew to the
Fox Cities this summer to film scenes for
Freedom, WI, a coming-of-age comedy that she
has written and is directing.
# Jason Tennessen ’01, an associate professor
of biology at Indiana University Bloomington,
received a $2.2 million National Institutes of
Health grant to support his cancer research.

Dr. Brittany Bell, assistant
dean of students for diversity
& student engagement

# Assistant Dean of Students, Dr. Brittany Bell
contributed a chapter to the recently published
book Teaching Beautiful Brilliant Black Girls. Her chapter,
co-authored by Ramycia McGhee, is on colorism in the classroom.
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CELESTIAL HISTORIES
Searching for Stories in the Night Sky
By Karina Herrera ’22, Student Writer

M

any people enjoy stargazing without ever knowing
that those twinkling dots in the sky hold stories and
legends from cultures around the world.

Avery Greene, a Lawrence University sophomore from Edina,
Minnesota, wants to share those stories, particularly those that
are important to her fellow Lawrentians. She spent the summer
on a research project called Celestial Histories, under the guidance
of Megan Pickett, associate professor of physics, and is now
creating an oral history of astronomy and of personal connections
to the night sky. She’s building a website that will hold her
research and the celestial stories shared by students, faculty,
and staff at Lawrence.
A chemistry and history double major, Greene became interested
in pursuing this project after hearing about one of Pickett’s
astronomy classes, where students discussed different
interpretations of constellations and stars. She had previously
taken a historiography class that involved studying oral histories
and learned how to create an exhibit in a narrative format. She
had already taken numerous physics classes and felt ready to
jump into the celestial research.
“I was able to take my education and my interests and put them
together for this project,” Greene said.
She describes Celestial Histories as a collection of stories,
traditions, and experiences of the night sky that people in the
Lawrence community have shared with her. By collecting these
different tales and legends, Greene is able to portray how students
can celebrate different cultures in various forms—even in the sky.
“It’s a way that we can walk with other cultures, not only to a space
where we’re acknowledging other cultures, but kind of creating
a community centered around all these things that we have in
common,” Greene said.
One such story that Greene pieced together is about the
constellation Taurus. Often referred to as Taurus the Bull, one
part of the constellation consists of a cluster of seven stars called
the Pleiades. It might look familiar, Greene said, if you think of
the Subaru logo. In Japanese, subaru means “united” or “gather
together,” so when the Subaru Corp. was founded in 1953, its
leaders adopted a logo with the united stars. One reason there are

only six stars in the logo instead of seven is because the seventh
star is not always visible to the naked eye.
The process for gathering these stories and experiences was
twofold for Greene. Half of the project was spent researching
and gathering historical information on her own, and the other
half was spent interviewing people for their interpretations and
accounts with the night sky.
Greene chose to focus her research within the demographics
and populations that are represented at Lawrence so that her
project would be more personal to the Lawrence community.
She reached out via social media to spread the word about her
project, inviting Lawrentians to come forward with their stories.
Now she’s creating a website so that people can experience for
themselves the many traditions and legends connected with
certain constellations.
Throughout her progress with Celestial Histories, Greene said
Pickett’s guidance and support has been instrumental in keeping
the project moving forward. Pickett provided the initial idea and
a general outline of what she was looking for and continued to
offer feedback at every stage of the project.
“She has an insane knowledge base of the actual sky, so she’s
been a really good reference for me to check that what I’m
actually saying is the right star,” Greene said.
Pickett had nothing but praise for Greene’s work.
“She put together the surveys, conducted the interviews, put
together the website and archival access—and got us both IRB
(Institutional Review Board) certified; she’s done an amazing
job, and I am so proud of her,” Pickett said.
Greene aims for Celestial Histories to be an ongoing project.
She is excited to continue interviewing students about their
personal connection with the night sky. Both she and Pickett
want it to be something that other students can continue after
Greene graduates.
“I have learned so much,” Greene said. “I got to dig into
something that I hadn’t really ever experienced before.”

Photo: Danny Damiani
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OUT OF THE CLASSROOM
This or that: If you weren’t teaching for
a living, what would you be doing?
I have many ideas—opening a sandwich shop is at
the top of the list. Several of my colleagues say they are in—
don’t be surprised if one day there are professors slinging
sammies on College Ave. Karaoke DJ? It would also be
cool to open my own thrift shop. I think I’d also be great
at hawking squashes at the farmers’ market. I’ve had so
many odd jobs already in my life! What’s a few more?

ON MAIN HALL GREEN WITH MELISSA RANGE
By Ed Berthiaume

M

elissa Range, an associate professor of English,
is a poet with a love of both creative writing
and literature.

Her poetry, which has drawn national honors, is often informed
by the teaching she does.
“I am working on a historical poetry collection about the
abolitionist movement, so the research I do to prepare for
teaching courses on the 19th century is profoundly influencing
what I end up writing poems about,” she told Art Lit Lab in a
2018 interview.
In 2015, Range was named one of five national winners in the
annual Open Competition sponsored by the National Poetry
Series, cited for her second collection of poems, Scriptorium.
A year earlier she was named one of 36 national recipients of a
$25,000 National Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship
in Creative Writing.
Range, who has been on the English faculty at Lawrence since
2014, has a bachelor’s degree in creative writing from the
University of Tennessee, a master’s in creative writing from
Old Dominion University, a master of theological studies from
Candler School of Theology at Emory University, and a Ph.D.
from the University of Missouri.
We caught up with Range to talk about interests in and out of
the classroom.

IN THE CLASSROOM
Inside info: What’s one thing you want every student
coming into your classes to know about you?
Expect the unexpected. My favorite thing about teaching is mixing
it up and having the freedom to be creative. Maybe one day
you’ll come into a literature class and we’ll start digging through
digitized 19th-century newspapers and relating advertisements
for women’s hats to the poems we’re studying. Maybe one day my
Emily Dickinson or Frederick Douglass finger puppets will show
up. While I am deadly serious about the power of literature—I
one hundred percent believe reading poems, novels, plays, and
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essays can make us better, more just, more empathetic people—I
also have a wacky sense of humor. It will show up in the activities
we do, especially in creative writing classes. You might end up
writing a poem from the point of view of a spoon who wants
to join a roller derby team or a snowman who just stole a car,
or maybe trying to make metaphors about whatever junk I just
pulled out of a cupboard in Briggs 315. (These are real and not
hypothetical examples.)

Getting energized: What work have you done or
will you be doing at Lawrence that gets you the
most excited?
There’ve been a lot of exciting moments. Definitely teaching
Native Guard in First-Year Studies; Trethewey’s one of my favorites
(I teach her other books, too!). I am currently rethinking the way
I teach poetry workshops and trying lots of new things in my
creative writing class, so that’s fun. I really love teaching 19th
century literature, especially my course on Emily Dickinson. She’s
my favorite poet, and her life and art (not to mention her century)
are so complex, intense, maddening, and wild. I have been so
proud of how students have jumped into her poetry both times
I’ve taught this class.

Going places: Is there an example of somewhere your
career has taken you (either a physical space or something
more intellectual, emotional or spiritual) that took you
by surprise?
My career as a professor is itself a surprise. I grew up a firstgeneration student in a small town in southern Appalachia, and
there was no expectation from anyone that I would go to college
at all, let alone do anything like becoming a professor. My path to
becoming a professor was quite meandering. There were all kinds
of stops—and all kinds of odd jobs—along the way. I didn’t decide
I even wanted to go into academia until I was in my mid-thirties; I
got my job here at LU when I was 41. So, I’m living proof that you
don’t have to have everything figured out the second you graduate.
But, to be Lawrence-specific, I never thought I’d be getting up in
front of an entire class of first-years and giving a lecture on Native
Guard. Somehow, I’ve done it six times now! And I still love that
book just as much as the first time I picked it up.

Photo: Danny Damiani

But of course, there is actually only one other job. That’s
the job I already have, which is being a poet. It just
doesn’t often pay actual money.

Right at home: Whether for work, relaxation
or reflection, what’s your favorite spot on campus?
I love the Wriston Galleries. There’s always something
provocative to see. Wriston is also my venue of choice for
poets who come to Lawrence as part of the Mia Paul Poetry
Series. My poetry classes also often give readings in
Wriston—so it’s got lot of great memories for me.

One book, one recording, one film:
Name one of each that speaks to your
soul? Or you would recommend to a
friend? Or both?
I love the poetry collection Peach State, by
Adrienne Su, which came out earlier this
year—it’s about food, family, place, and
identity, she’s one of the best rhymers out
there, and it’s funny. I’m also rereading
the novel Middlemarch, by George Eliot,
and my jaw is dropping every other page
at her sentences and her insights. I
could be here all day just talking about
books. Same with records—I used to
work at a record store and I have way
too many I love. Lately I’ve been
really into revisiting Anita Baker’s
album Rapture from ... I dunno,
1986? 87? Perfect then and perfect
now! And also listening to
Outkast’s Aquemeni from 1998.
Such perfect rhymes! Y’all see I
love rhyme, right? I actually don’t
watch a lot of movies or TV, but
I do have a soft spot for extremely
silly comedies. One I love is What
We Do in the Shadows, a vampire
show that is a) not scary; and b) truly
ridiculous. Also not gonna lie, even though
I am not an especially good baker,
sometimes the Great British Bake-Off is the
only way to end a busy week.
LAWRENCE
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LAWRENCE IS HOSTING MEDIA DAYS
FOR OUR ATHLETES.

AT H L E T I C S

Here are a few of our favorites from the fall photo shoot.

A BANNER FALL FOR ATHLETICS ... LITERALLY
The men’s and women’s cross-country
teams each proudly wielded the banners
that name them Midwest Conference
Champions.
Both cross country teams won their
championships, the first time both
have been crowned champs in the
same year in Lawrence history. Cristyn
Oliver ’24 won the women’s individual
championship, a first for Lawrence
since 1998.

Teammates surround Lawrence
University’s Emma Vasconez ’23 after
scoring a golden goal in overtime against
Monmouth College to send the team to
Midwest Conference Tournement.
Photo: Danny Damiani

And that’s just one of the highlights from
a fall athletics season that marks the first
time these fall athletes have had a chance
to play together since the start of the
pandemic. Here's a few more:

Sophia Galassini ’22

• Men’s and women’s soccer both
qualified for the Midwest Conference
Tournament for the first time since
2011, including an edge-of-your-seat
overtime qualification for the women.
• In women’s tennis, the Vikings
reached the finals of the conference
championship in both singles
and doubles with great performances
in singles by Lizzy Angemi ’24 and
doubles by the team of Margot Connor ’23
and Emma Koppa ’23.

Tennis stand-out Lizzy Angemi ’24
during a tennis match.

• Sophia Galassini ’22 had a great season
in volleyball, including being selected
for the all-tournament team at the
MSOE invitational and landing her
500th career kill.

Hunter Lanton ’22
D'Andre Weaver ’22

• T he Vikings football team is rebuilding
under the leadership of Coach Tony
Aker, including an exciting home victory
during Blue & White weekend.
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Photos courtesy of Ripon College

Mark Todd ’23 moves
the ball down the field.
Photo: Paul Wilke

Photos: Danny Damiani

To see more, visit go.lawrence.edu/mediaday
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CLASS NEWS IN LAWRENCE MAGAZINE!
Lawrence magazine features individual classes once each
year, alternating even and odd years plus M-D, to allow
adequate space for the rich details of your lives. Submit
your Class Note using our new directory! Learn more at
go.lawrence.edu/profile.

LU CLASS OF 1951
Donald E. Jones, Jr. ⋅ I taught my last class and directed my last play in 1989. One
would think that might have been the end of it, but I soldiered on. I serve on the
board of the Straus Center in Tampa, Fla. I continue to work as a volunteer with
the Florida State Thespian Conference which I have served for 31 years. My partner
lost a valiant battle with leukemia in 2012. I am in good health and relatively good
spirits. Reading these columns is not usually a pleasant experience since it usually
bring sad news I would rather not hear. I had the pleasure of lunching with Mark
Burstein a year ago in Tampa. What a dynamic force he was. Sorry to see him go,
but I enthusiastically welcome the new president.

1952
Harry C. Fall, Arden White Fall ’53 ⋅ Arden and I are still enjoying decent health
and various activities in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. After over a year of limited activities,
we are looking forward to some travel to see friends and relatives.

“

1954

I arrived at Lawrence expecting to enjoy my classes
and spend time with my peers. What I have come to
experience has turned out to be so much more than
just that. The resources at Lawrence have opened the
doors for me to engage with top level professors in
the French department and realize my love for the
language, become a part of the KidsGive organization,
and create lifelong memories with amazing friends.
I understand that none of this could have happened
without the generous donors to the Lawrence Fund
and I want to sincerely thank you.”
—Sid Short ’23

Support students like Sid with your gift
to the Lawrence Fund today!
920-832-6517 • go.lawrence.edu/giving

Georgia Hester Griffis ⋅ Emerging from the pandemic is energizing! We are back
on Shelter Island, N.Y., which is home. We spent last winter in Wellington, Fla., with
frequent visits from children, grandchildren, and friends. At the moment, Kate, our
youngest, is with us, joining Rod at the Fit Center and helping out with cooking.
Her 15 year old, Roderick, is also here.
We are pretty active at 91 and 89, but a lot of time spent reading and/or
napping. I hope some of you can relate! Best wishes to all.
Jane Shonts Horstman ⋅ I have lived in Western Australia for 51 years and we
have been virus free since June 1. My husband, Elwood ’50, and I moved here with
Chevron, and I stayed on after he died. I am also an Australian citizen, and my
daughter and her family live outside Chicago. I haven’t seen them for
two years.
I went to Canberra and Sydney for their visiting international exhibits which
I love! My interest in art started in my freshman year with the opening of Worcester
Art Centre. I collect Aboriginal art of which I have 50 paintings/artifacts.
My days are filled with group activities and lectures. It is difficult being old yet
I enjoy what I am doing and am glad to be here.
Nancy Preston Johnson ⋅ My two years at Lawrence were life-changing because of
the challenging courses that I took and the friends that I made. I transferred to The
University of Vermont to be closer to my high school boyfriend and later husband
of 55 years who was a student at Dartmouth College. I will probably never set foot
on the Lawrence campus again (I am going on 90), but I recently took the “virtual
tour” and the memories came flooding back. Do you remember Dick Westenburg
playing the organ in the chapel? We used to gather next to the organ, then located
below the stage to hear him play. Presidential candidates in the 1952 race gave their
campaign speeches using the chapel as the venue. Hallelujah!
Marilyn Date Kruecke ⋅ After nearly 11 wonderful years in northern Wisconsin,
I decided to move south away from the bitter cold winters. I am enjoying life
in a retirement community in Venice, Fla.
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Roommates Marilyn Date Kruecke ’54 and Jane
Shonts Horstman ’54 (Submitted Photo)

It’s a little like my freshman year at Lawrence!
Village on the Isle calls the area “our campus.”
I live in a dorm called Trinity Hall, I’m taking classes
in quilting and creative writing, have assigned
homework, and eat in a dining hall! I am living
independently and meeting interesting people from
all over the U.S. Now doesn’t that sound like our
college years?? Life is good, my life blessed, and
I am grateful for my age and good health.
Kenneth J. Krueger ⋅ In this challenging year l am
happy to report l have survived unscathed. I have
spent more time at home tending my gardens
and working on home projects. I look forward to
resuming more activities like concerts and theater
as the pandemic recedes.
Amy Potter Major ⋅ Bill (IPC ’58) and I have been in
the Charleston, S.C., area for 40 years. We now live
at Franke At Seaside, an active lifestyle/continuing
care community in Mt. Pleasant, S.C. It is 10 minutes
from the beach and 20 from downtown Charleston.
Bill plays golf, leads classes on wine appreciation
and cantors at the Lutheran chapel on campus.
I volunteer on various committees and have taken
up acrylic painting as a hobby. We are again enjoying
visits from family in Atlanta, Greer, S.C., and
Murfreesboro, Tenn., and looking forward to one
more trip to finish off the bucket list.
Jack Nilles ⋅ Life has been interesting since the
onslaught of COVID-19. It turned much of the
workday world into teleworkers, and we began to
take climate change seriously. I have been involved in
several discussion groups around the world focusing
on what might happen next—and how to plan for it.
Fortunately, Lawrence gave me useful mental tools
for the job. I have used them quite a bit lately.

1956
Joan Timmermann Anderson ⋅ Steve and I are finally
making the move from our two-story four-bedroom
house to a condo. We have discovered that our house
has a LOT of storage space and that, over 47 years,
we have filled all the space. We have also learned
that many of our “precious” belongings are not on
our children’s radar! But we are looking forward to
our new home in October. We are both well; Steve
is still jogging, and we are now Zoom experts. My
investment club did not survive the pandemic so I
am looking for a new activity to fill that void. I hope
many of you will respond to this request for news so
that we can stay in touch, and hopefully we can have
an in-person reunion in 2021.

James W. Boyd ⋅ Lawrence has been on my mind
lately. Our grandson just graduated from high school
and wants to attend a university where he can
pursue his interests in music and literature. I told
him I did a double major in those areas at Lawrence,
taking advantage of the Conservatory of Music and
courses in writing. Hopefully we will be able to show
him the campus this fall and he will be interested
in attending.
My own career since Lawrence has been in
comparative world philosophies, having lived and
studied with teachers in India, Sri Lanka, Iran and
Japan. I contacted the dean of students at Lawrence
to find out what is being offered in the area of
international education and study abroad. To my
delight, foreign language studies and study abroad
programs are expanding.
David R. Challoner P’82, Jacklyn Anderson Challoner
’58 P’82 ⋅ Jacki and I are completely retired from
the University of Florida and have moved to a lovely
affiliated CCRC called Oak Hammock. We are well
and enjoying our life. I still am doing some report
monitoring for the National Academies of Medicine
and Science. Meeting our lifelong partner at Lawrence
was a blessing for both of us ... and fun.
Shirley Cox Seefeld, Kenneth W. Seefeld ’56 ⋅ Not
much here in Utah, except that it is hot (set a record
of 117), which is to be expected. We have survived the
COVID-19 year, although we both had it—Ken more
so than Shirley. We have also had a few broken bones
(Shirley with arm and Ken with hip), but all is healed
now. We subscribe to the saying that getting old isn’t
for sissies! Still enjoying life and always glad to open
our door to any of our classmates coming to see the
national parks in Utah.

1958
William R. Blask ⋅ Since the easing of pandemic
restrictions, Paulette and I have been welcoming
friends and family to get-togethers with great joy!
We still wear masks when among unfamiliar crowds,
such as shopping venues, and keep up our patterns
of exercise. Paulette is hoping to finish a 4-by-6-foot
wall hanging of Santa for the Christmas season,
while I continue my running and newsletter editing
activities with the Greenville Track Club. And we
bought a new sailboat! Moving from our 25-foot
Power Sailer to this trailerable 17-foot cat boat brings
this wonderful sport down to our abilities at this
stage of our lives. We give thanks for Bob Martin ’58
and his years of shepherding our 1958 Lawrence flock.
Allen R. Bonde ⋅ Still active as a pianist and
composer. It is a joy for me to perform the Great
American Songbook with my daughter, soprano Mara.
Jacklyn Anderson Challoner P’82, David R.
Challoner ’56 P’82 ⋅ My husband, Dave, and
I have a condo on Anastasia Island near
St. Augustine, Fla. We recently had a visit from
my sister, two nephews and their families. Both
nephews are Lawrence graduates.

Joyce Freiberg Christie, Thomas F. Christie ’59
When the pandemic began, my husband, Tom,
and I had all social activities end at the retirement
community where we live. We were able to visit our
daughter and granddaughters at Thanksgiving and
Christmas with everyone wearing masks, no hugging
and a space heater at the open patio door.
James B. Davis, Jr. ⋅ I recently showed my visiting
grandsons several of Florida’s popular tourist sites
and activities including Universal Studios, historic
St. Augustine, fishing in the inland waterways, an
introduction to pickleball and enjoying the surf at
New Smyrna Beach.
Frank R. Gaylord ⋅ During this pandemic year there
was no travel, even though I had budgeted for a
European cruise. So budgeted dollars remodeled my
bathroom, garage and landscaping. Every upgrade
makes me happy. And I have become a compulsive
walker. I began walking just to walk around the block
a couple of times. But I realized how much I enjoyed
it and my physician says it is the best exercise I
can do. As of this writing, my current consecutive
days of walking 5 miles or more is 91. I have other
consecutive day “streaks” of 35 or 25 days. I feel very
fortunate to be able to do that at age 85.
Albert E. Goldthwaite, Jr. ⋅ I am living in a retirement
community in Oshkosh, Wis., after a long career in
retail sales and purchasing. One of my sons lives
nearby.
Janice Krause Gunlogson ⋅ The highlight of 2021 has
been getting vaccinated so that I could fly home to
Alaska, see my husband after 18 months, worship at
my church and play bridge again with my bridge club
of 20 years.
Joyce C. Jacobson ⋅ I have moved to Dickson Hollow,
a retirement community in Menomonee Falls, Wis.
I feel this move has improved the quality of my life.
Thomas C. Kayser ⋅ I am living in an assisted living
facility in St. Paul and closely following the political
twists and turns of our nation. I enjoy talking to
classmates and can be reached at 651-333-0839.
Mary Severson Lewis ⋅ The pandemic’s main effect
on our family was the restriction on gatherings.
With everyone now vaccinated, my husband, Ray, and
I held our regular family Fourth of July gathering at
our Fripp Island, S.C., getaway home. There, I got to
see my 14-month-old great-grandson in person for
the first time.
David L. Mann ⋅ I feel there are places on the Conde
Nast list of 30 places to visit that I am not going
to see. I have reflected on places I have visited. I
saw two towns in Iran that have been off limits to
Americans for many years while on an Air Force
assignment in 1975. While stationed in Germany
for five years, there were weekend trips to B&B’s in
France, Switzerland, Austria and Germany. Memories
like these will always be with me.
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J. Robert Martin, Pat Twohig Martin ’60 ⋅ After 22
years, I have retired from my part-time floral delivery
job. “It was a great job for a retired guy, but it was
time to move on.” From the pandemic,I have learned
I do not need a haircut every four weeks. And that it is
smart to keep my wallet next to my masks.
Carol Davy McConnell, John N. McConnell ’56 ⋅
I (Carol) have been collaborating on a history of
my church. I am working on the early years and
searching for information from a variety of sources.
I am looking forward to a reunion with three old
friends: Shirley Carter DeLorme ’58, Helen Lofquist
Zimmerman ’58 and Judy Huffman Sutherland ’58.
John W. Moore ⋅ Trout fishing in Montana was
not as good this summer because of a lack of
insect hatches. One day I did have a 20-minute
period in which I caught over 12 rainbow trout in
the 20-inch range.
Stephen E. Pinkowsky ⋅ Gerry and I managed to
celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary in Milan,
Italy, before the pandemic set in. A mild case of
COVID-19 made it through our house in early
December with no serious effects. Antibodies showed
up in late December but were gone by late June. We
are all vaccinated now and doing well. Hope you all
are doing well too.
Mimi Muuss Schultz ⋅ I live in a home on Random
Lake, Wis., with my two sons and their families
(my husband Rollie passed away a few years ago).
What a great life! Since I grew up a block from Lake
Michigan, this is like coming home. Greetings to my
classmates—loved going to Lawrence!
Carol Hagedorn Stocking ⋅ I am grateful for
the reduction in mortal illness provided by the
COVID-19 vaccinations earlier this year.
Ruthann Boucher Stolzman ⋅ I have moved to a
retirement community following the death of
my husband in January. I am continuing with my
desktop publishing business.
Phyllis Rowland Trostrud ⋅ My family has avoided
COVID-19 and had a successful family reunion in
Wisconsin this past June. My husband, Earl, and
I became great-grandparents last August.
Susanna Fortney Walby P’00 ’99 ’97, Peter A. Walby
P’00 ’99 ’97 ⋅ I (Sue) am still playing the organ
at a church in La Crosse, Wis., and giving piano
lessons at my home. During the pandemic I heard
from many former students dating all the way back
to the fall of 1958.
David J. Wege ⋅ My wife, Dottie, and I successfully
got through the pandemic and are happy we can
be with people and attend church once again. We
recently visited our son in Lancaster, Pa., and our
oldest grandson in Arlington, Va. Future trips are
on the drawing board.
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Lake Junior College in Folsom,
Calif. Only grandchild about
to get married and no greatgrandchildren so far. I have been
busy writing a lengthy memoir
that included my father’s life
and having fun remembering
and writing about my days, my
friends, my subjects and what
I learned or didn’t at Lawrence.

H. Michael Hartoonian P’05,
Patricia M. Thornton P’05 ⋅ This
year, with apologies to Charles
Dickens, was the best of times, it was the worst
of times. The best: the family is all healthy, our
granddaughter just has a baby girl, Patty is doing
development work for the Concordia Language
Villages, and I had a new book published (Chased
by the Memory—it’s set in the ’50s). I also plan to
compete in the Senior Games in August; “running”
the 50, 100, and 200 meters. The worst: missing
getting together with friend and families, seeing
the incivility and vulgarity in our nation’s civic life,
and our dissipating concern for the future. Still, a
hope to all for a wonderful 2021 and beyond.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Art and Margot vonPlachecki Chuck and Pat
Gilmore 1961) Wurster Margo and Bill Perkins. (Submitted Photo)

Elisabeth S. Wilton ⋅ I am grateful that after
vaccination this past January I can visit my son and
grandson. I am happy that I can resume most all
normal activities.
Donald L. Wolf ⋅ My wife, Gail, and I got into
putting together puzzles during the pandemic.
We completed about 35 puzzles ranging from
500 to 1,000 pieces. I am fully retired now and
playing golf twice a week.

1960
John J. Beck ⋅ Barbara and I entered assisted living
for three years, during which our daughter and her
then-husband lived in the house. They left and we
moved back into the house, improving my access
to garden and trails. An aide assists in caring for
Barbara 40 hours/week, allowing me to shop or
work outside. Since moving back we have enjoyed
several gathering of the four kids and some of the
grandchildren. I’m still putting out the monthly
newsletter for our Door Peninsula Astronomical
Society (DPAS) but no longer serve on the boards
of Learning in Retirement (LIR) and the Door
County Environmental Council. I do occasionally
teach a class for LIR and DPAS. Sending best
wishes from Door County.
Helen Buscher Franke ⋅ I guess I can come out
from under the bed long enough to respond to
those of you who are trying to keep us informed.
We appreciate your efforts. Fortunately for me,
I am very comfortable in my home and used to
living alone. It is difficult not being able to see my
children and their families who all live within 12
miles. I have coped by reading hundreds of books,
some of them for a second time. I can not say that
I can see any improvement in the near future, but
one can always hope.
Henry A. Harris, Jr., Mary Schindel Harris ’62 ⋅ Hello,
everyone. Not much news, other than vaccinations
are working well, and the water shortage in Arizona
is worse. Mary and I celebrated our 59th wedding
anniversary while visiting my sister in Green
Bay, Wis. Oldest son is still working in the lunar
planetary department of the University of Arizona,
and his wife is in molecular biology, both tenured.
Younger son heads theater department at Folsom

Kathleen Karst Larson ⋅ Hi to all. Not much new at
this location since my last posting. Margo and I
have enjoyed hosting family and friend visits this
summer. I continue to putter in my woodworking
shop, and my wife, Margo, is watching over her
two loon chicks which are close to full size now.
No major travel plans at this time. Stay safe.
Jack H. Morris ⋅ Can’t believe it has been 61 years
since I walked off campus, proudly holding a
degree that I expected would open the world to
my ambition and adventurous spirit. And it did
as career (journalism and corporate financial
communication), global travel and a loving
family (married now 61 years, five children, 13
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren)
followed. In the past two years, I have published
two more books (bringing my post-retirement total
to six): a 50-page tour guide of the Holy Land and
a history of our church, the oldest Catholic church
in western North Carolina that dates from Irish
gold miners in the region in the 1820s. A family
history from the 1600s is next.
Tad B. Pinkerton, Hannah Gale Pinkerton ’60
Hannah and I continue to live in Shorewood Hills,
Wis., an encapsulated Madison suburb. Having
our own home was helpful in the pandemic, and
we survived by focusing on our hobbies: Hannah’s
photography, painting and writing, and my wood
turning kept us engaged as we were unable to see
most of our family in California for two years. As
the pandemic eased, we met with friends on our
patio and took refuge in our northern Wisconsin
cottage. We hope our one-floor house will allow
us to continue to live independently for additional
years and look forward to resuming our travels.

William J. Richards P’95 ⋅ News: I am still living in
a condo in Oak Park, Ill., and am doing OK after
surgery to correct the total blockage of the artery
to the back of the heart. I am heartened by the
success of the Milwaukee Bucks and the Brewers.
I live with Mario, a friend, since September 2017,
and he helps with chores and drives me around
and picks me up at times.

several times for one church nearby that made
provisions for masking and separating people.
I continue to serve on the leadership team for
Presbytery de Cristo via Zoom.
Our sons, Walt and David, are tenured
professors, and Walt is at the University of Arizona
in Tucson. Kauai, Hawaii, is our vacation spot for
August. May Spirit bless you.

1962

Mary Plischounig O’Flyng P’91, R. Dennis
O’Flyng ’62 P’91 ⋅ Our life is older and less bold.
We just returned from a Lake Superior family
camping trip in our 23-year-old motor home, with
our two youngest grandchildren (3 and 7) and their
parents. In September we will end our 1 1/2 year
pandemic hiatus at our cabin, land carved from
part of an old farm we purchased in the 1970s ...
now moving back to our 1899 Victorian home
in Wausau, Wis. Along the way, we have been
tending to aging eyes and ears! We are also
keeping relatively active with our hobbies of
writing (Denny) and art (Mary). And lastly,
we remain grateful for the many dear friends and
the enlightening liberal education we received
at Lawrence.

Gordon A. Becker ⋅ Retired from the University
of Detroit Mercy School of Law in 2015. We sold
our Burt Lake home and renovated a house we
had in Petoskey, Mich., and moved in two years
ago. Play some golf at our club and still do some
pro bono legal work through our church where I
have served as a deacon. I also serve as a hearing
officer for our Attorney Discipline Board. It is nice
that COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted as we
spent a month in the Arkansas Ozarks and just
got back from an Alaskan cruise in June. We are
also experimenting with an outdoor wood-burning
pizza oven to make that and bread. I spend quite
a bit of time in Bible study at our church and read
lots of nonfiction, especially WWII history.
David A. Bray P’21 ’90, Leeza Bray P’21 ’90
Logan Bray ’21 graduated on June 13. After a drive
through the sand dunes of Michigan, he drove to
Austin, Texas, to take a position as a compliance
officer with Cohn/Resnick. Leeza continues in the
world of public relations, and I work one day a
week. Travel plans include Sun Valley, Idaho, and
Maui, Hawaii. I have gone from a busy surgeon to
a small time farmer and daily chef. Isn’t retirement
great? I must say though, being back at Lawrence
was wonderful. If any of you 1962ers come back for
a real reunion next year, let me know.
Bonnie Glidden Buchanan P’94, Robert C. Buchanan
’62 P’94 ⋅ Lawrence brought me to Appleton in 1958.
My husband, Bob, returned me to Appleton in 1967
where I made Lawrence a significant part of my life:
lectures, concerts, theatre. I treasure associations
with faculty and staff and value continuing
friendships with younger Lawrentians.
I joined The Wednesday Club, a literary study
club founded in 1881. Its long existence inspired
research on the lives of its female founders: again,
it was Lawrence that brought them to this western
frontier where they contributed to its civic life.
My research is written in Words, Women and
Wednesdays. It can be purchased ($24 plus $5
shipping) at bonniegbuchanan@gmail.com or from
Sand Beach Press.
Mary Schindel Harris, Henry A. Harris, Jr. ’60 ⋅ In
spite of the summer heat, I remain in Tucson, Ariz.,
with my husband, Mike (Henry ’60). As many, if
not most of you, COVID-19 put us in quarantine
for 18 months. Zoom became our communication
with family, friends AND church, and for meetings.
Now, in every aspect of living, we learned one way
or another how to make electronics our friendly
companion. I was able to provide pulpit supply

James S. Reeve II P’95, Ann W. Reeve P’95
At the moment I am at my cottage in Door County
enjoying my 81st year here. This summer is much
more enjoyable than the past year. In the winter,
I travel south to Muskego, Wis., where I have
an apartment in a senior living community.
Life is good.
Jeffrey J. Smith ⋅ Hi, classmates, I’m now living at a
retirement community. It’s a beautiful place with all
levels of care available for my deteriorating body. I’m
now in independent living and enjoying the people
here. For the past 29 years since I retired, I have been
spending four-to-five months in Maine in a summer
place on Toddy Pond; however, I sold it last summer,
so I am not sure when I’ll return there. I plan to
return to travelling once COVID-19 totally disappears!
I have continued yoga classes four times a week and
see Dave Fellman ’62, who lives 20 minutes from
here, fairly often. My golf game is in limbo right now,
but I am in good health.
Barbara Stroud-Borth ⋅ On Leap Day of 2020, I retired
from my 13 years of volunteer and paid work at the
Mount Pulaski Courthouse, a state historic site. It
was a great job immersing myself in Abraham Lincoln
history and sharing it with all ages of visitors.
Now I am still preaching once a month,
purging my books and papers and writing about my
life. I enjoy living close to my two children and the
youngest two of my three grandchildren.
Marcia Rivenburg Tyriver P’91 ⋅ Greetings from
Lansing, Mich., where I am now living after having
lived in Santa Rosa, Calif., for 8 years. There, in
northern California, I enjoyed being grandma to my
young grandchildren and enjoyed sharing life with my
daughter, Susan, and son-in-law, Robert Leslie. I also
served as deacon at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
in Kenwood, Calif., which is literally in the midst of
Sonoma Valley’s beautiful vineyards. The cost of living

and increasing wildfires in the area persuaded me to
move back to the Midwest. In fact, I now live a block
from my daughter, Sarah Tyriver ’91, and her spouse,
Kris, and I get to be their neighbor! I am serving as
deacon at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Lansing.
Alexander Wilde ⋅ We have been fortunate. As
of late July, Anne and I are still hunkered down
in Arlington, Va., managing without any more
than the usual indignities of aging. We have seen
family and friends—elsewhere in the States, in the
UK, France, Italy, Chile—but only on screens for
much too long. We do miss being with them in
the flesh and in situ. Professionally, I enormously
enjoy serving on the board of the small nonprofit
Skylight Pictures, which for 40 years has made
documentaries on justice, human rights, and
social movements in Central and South America,
working with activists and advocates in the
region at every stage from conception through
distribution.

1964
Grethe Hallberg Barber ⋅ Hmmm. Married for 30
years; divorced my husband related to fidelity issues
more than 20 years ago. I never remarried. And I
remain totally grateful that we birthed four absolutely
wonderful children who now seem to be successful
adults with families of their own. Hence, I continue
to be a devoted, loving, accepting grandma (nana).
In my spare time I continue to swim, read, hike,
unravel puzzles (especially wooden) travel, supply
priestly invitations, and share cherished time with
6 grandchildren ages 6–13 and keep up with them—
so far!
Peter W. Barile ⋅I am still a working fool with two
factories making chairs for the hospitality market
including senior living, clubs and colleges. When I
relax it is to build free laid stone walls at our farm
style home and other landscape projects. Lifting 4000
pounds of rocks on a weekend is about normal. Barb
and Walt Issac ’64 saw some of my work when they
stayed a night in our guest house. They were on their
way back home from visiting grandchildren in North
Carolina. We spent time on the front porch with wine
in hand watching cows graze. If you are ever in East
Tennessee around the Smoky Mountains, let us know
and hope we can get together.
Gary L. Bayer P’91, Nelly Bayer P’91 ⋅ My Peruvian
wife Nelly and I have moved permanently from
northern Wisconsin to a home we built in a walled
community in the mountainous outskirts of the
district capitol of Cusco, Peru. This city has a regional
airport at 10,500 feet that we look down upon from
our niche over the city. It is now winter here which
means below freezing temperatures in the evening
and sunny skies during the day. We support a local
NGO called Inti RunakunaQ Wasin, “The home
of children of the sun,” which provides training
for needy and physically disadvantaged children
particularly in Cusco. Once the pandemic passes
we hope to expand classroom size and activities
assuming contributions support improvements.
LAWRENCE
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Gene Redding Clark ⋅ In the last couple of years
I have given up my Texas location and moved to Sioux
Falls, S.D., partly to appease my children who worried
that I was too far away after the loss of my husband.
I love my new place and love to have company.
I still have my place on a small lake in
Minnesota for the summers.
We suffered no ill affects from the pandemic, so
we were lucky. Hope others were as fortunate.
William P. Gralow, Sharon Lawrence Gralow ’65
There is nothing really new from the Southwest.
Patio dinning is fun a couple of times, but I wish we
could eat inside. Sharon and I are looking forward
to an opening of a cruising season and have already
booked four cruises starting in January of 2021. We
are still healthy and looking forward to the end of
this enforced isolation. We are doing a great deal
of reading, television binge watching and jigsaw
puzzles. Last January we did a three-week cruise to
nowhere which started in San Diego and ended in
Guam. Truly a wonderful trip.
Walter J. Isaac P’88, Barbara Ives Isaac ’64 P’88
The Isaacs have endured the past COVID-19 year
much as most all of us have done. We didn’t travel
as planned, missed seeing kids and grandkids as
we normally do, and tried to find ways to replace
our normal social activities. We did finally get to
Arizona last March and are just finishing a week in
Door County across from Björklunden as I write this.
All is quiet there, and we hope they can reopen next
summer. We visited North Carolina for a grandson’s
high school graduation in May and saw classmate
Pete Barile ’64 and wife Sammie in Tennessee on the
way home. We hope to continue short travels this fall
and do some more adventuresome journeys in 2022.
We will see Judy Bezanson Ruth ’64 in a few days as
we travel home to Colorado.
Barbara Vinson Jones, Edward J. Jones III ’64 We are
glad to be out and about after COVID-19 lockdown
and are doing well. Our daughter, Wendy, is back in
Wisconsin after 30 years in Michigan and accepted
a job with Bubolz Nature Preserve in Appleton!
We feel like the family has come full circle, back
to where our story began at LU. Our son, Mark,
finished a tough year teaching seventh-grade
science. Our oldest grandchild is looking for a
college for September 2022. We spend summers at
our cottage up north, a great place to relax and get
away from everything.
Jon C. Keckonen P’91, Ann Leverenz Keckonen ’64 P’91
COVID-19 has both resulted in changes of various
plans and has created new opportunities to enjoy
life. A 2020 trip to Italy and the Passion Play in
Oberammergau had to be cancelled as well as a
week at Björklunden in August. A trip on the Rocky
Mountaineer from Vancouver to Banff and back
in June of 2021 was also cancelled when Canada
did not welcome U.S. tourists. On the good side,
we thoroughly enjoyed spending our “quarantine”
at our cottage in northern Wisconsin. In 2020,
Jon took the opportunity to communicate with
numerous high school and Lawrence friends. We
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are hoping 2022 is back to “normal” and that we
can reschedule some of our travel plans.
Gwendolyn Law Lane ⋅ Bob (Robert Lane) and
I moved to the Bay Area of California six years ago
to be nearer to our son, Doug, and his family and
to the specialists at Stanford Hospital. Bob had
been diagnosed with Parkinson’s 16 years ago,
and there were no movement disorder specialists
where we had lived in Chico, Calif. He did receive
excellent care at Stanford, and we spent many
happy times with Doug, his wife, and our three
grandchildren. After a long fight with the ravages
of Parkinson’s, Bob passed away in June of this
year. I have been very fortunate to have a great deal
of emotional support from many dear classmates
of the 1964 class.
Pamela Kolb Leadbitter ⋅ In 2020, I learned online
and earned a reading endorsement. In April 2021,
I celebrated 26 years of marriage to David Shaver.
Teaching SIPPS, for at-risk kindergarten students,
for Read2Succeed, playing my viola in the UCF
orchestra and a baroque chamber orchestra,
swimming, and enjoying a garden planted during
the COVID-19 lockdown keeps me out of trouble in
Orlando, Fla.
Judy Bezanson Ruth ⋅ John and I have been missing
our annual “Lawrence Fix” by attending Terry
Moran’s ’82 seminar each late July seminar at
Björklunden. But we hear the seminars will begin
again next summer, God and Terry Moran willing!
We’ve enjoyed seeing Ann and John Keckonen ’64
... playing bridge and learning Mexican Train. The
accommodations are very nice and the food is
delicious. And attending Terry Moran’s seminar is
a real treat!
We winter in Mesa, Ariz., and summer in
northwestern Wisconsin at family lake property.
Looking forward to hearing about your lives.
Linda Schleiter Sherwood ⋅ I am a widow and much
of the pandemic gave me time talking to my dog
and walking him. The two of us were out three
times a day no matter the weather. Zoom meetings
were a welcome relief. I am sad to report that
Ellen Hoffman ’64, my Lawrence roommate, died
recently. She was a travel writer who wrote several
books and was married to an artist who made
stunning jewelry. My three grandchildren each
have a special talent. One is a musician, one an
athlete and the youngest is into math and wants to
study engineering in college. During the pandemic
I read many books and figured out cooking for one.
Jack D. Smuckler ⋅ I have had a successful career
as a registered architect and builder of large
custom homes. I am semi-retired and spend
the winters in Naples, Fla., and summers in
Minneapolis. My passion for architecture was
inspired at Lawrence by Professor Brooks and led
me to receive my degree in architecture from the
University of Minnesota. I have designed homes
locally and received numerous design awards
nationally. My architectural works can be viewed at
www.smucklerarchitects.com.

able to sing and play during the shutdown. I am
still practicing pediatrics in Highland, Ind. Hi to all
my classmates. Go Vikings.

John Eide ’65 photo of Antarctica Peninsula, February 2014.
(Submitted Photo)

Robert M. Stephan ⋅ Judy and I had a marvelous
time on the Björklunden trip to Newfoundland and
Labrador led by Professor of Geosciences Marcia
BjØrnerud in August 2019. Prof. BjØrnerud brought
the incredible rock formations to life for us and
explained how they showed the Earth’s changes
over the eons. The scenery was incredible with
small coastal villages and friendly people. Everyone
had such a good time together. We made new
friends and reunited with old ones like classmate
Peter Betzer ’64 and his wife, Suzie. Now that
the pandemic is almost over, we hope to go on
another Björklunden trip soon!
Susan M. Swinehart ⋅ Returned from Italian
adventure and now in Washington, still enjoying
working with special operations soldiers. Adjusting
to being back stateside. Whew, so many changes
over 11 years. Maybe I’ll retire some day .

🤔

J. Richard Woy, Jean Lampert Woy ’65 ⋅ Jeannie and
I are fine. I play a lot of tennis and continue to do
some consulting work, mostly involved with the
opioid overdose epidemic. Jeannie is on the board
of the Brookline Historical Society and volunteers
with the Brookline Preservation Commission.
During the first half of the COVID-19 year, we did
a lot of long walks, discovering many new and
interesting things about our town and other places
around Boston. Since being vaccinated in February,
we have begun seeing friends in person and going
places again, including several trips to our place
in Vermont for skiing and bicycling and a week on
Cape Cod, Mass., in May. Foreign travel is the next
step back to normalcy.

1966
T. Michael Anger ⋅ It has been a crazy year but
things in Chi Town seem to be trending toward
normal. The Lake Front Bike Trail has been open,
so I have put in lots of miles on my Trek. Daughter
Carly is still working for Western Governors
University which is online. Our son, Tom, his wife,
Lori, and our granddaughters, Maya and Livia,
still in Columbus, Ohio. Tom works as an attorney
and has a side job as an EMT. I will be joining
my brother, Jim, who lives in Neenah, Wis., for a
musical gig in August. Zoom has meant that my
Old Town School of Folk Music friends have been

Jane Nelson Azzi, Corry F. Azzi ’65 ⋅ Having sold
our cabin up north, we’ve rearranged our Appleton
house and made frequent short trips to Chicago.
We also go to the Eagle River area to see friends
and stay overnight. Make arrangements to see
folks in Chicago. We’ll be adding Milwaukee to our
trip planning. Visit our daughter and her family
in Memphis, Tenn., and may winter there again,
after the first attempt was cut short by COVID-19.
Our son and daughters visit us from Denver, as
Corry cannot go there. I accompany him to the
Mayo Clinic twice a year, and he continues to be
part of an NIH study on the use of Remodulin to
treat pulmonary hypertension caused by RA in the
lungs. Hope to get to Minneapolis in 2022. See all
of you at LU soon!
Stephen A. Bernsten P’97 ’88 ’85, Trudy Taitz
Bernsten P’97 ’88 ’85 ⋅ I retired two years ago after
practicing forty years in plastic surgery in Madison,
Wis.: a very satisfying and filling career. My wife
Trudy, three children, and nine grandchildren
are all healthy and doing well. Between children,
spouses, and grandchildren, seven are LU grads.
Presently spending time between Madison and
Boca Grande, Fla. Recently elected to the Lawrence
Athletic Hall of Fame. Miss my good friend Don
Skinner ’66 who has passed. Stay well and safe.
Kirk W. Elliott ⋅ I play a lot of ping pong—there’s
a group in Madison, Wis., that has several places
to play on several days during the week. I’m a
coordinator of the PLATO (Participatory Learning
And Teaching Organization) class, Global Affairs
and the Media. I own some woods, and each
spring, I spray Garlon 3A (does not harm animals)
on the invasive plant garlic mustard on that land—
so far, the garlic mustard is winning. I am often
present at neighborhood meetings; the meetings
are usually less horrible than I think they’re going
to be. I play the drums in our band, Gold Rust,
formakemusicmadison.org each June 21. On June
22, we got on the front page of the digital version
of the Capital Times. Cheers!
Neil K. Friedman ⋅ I am retired and moved from
New York City to South Orange, N.J., a half-hour
train ride into NYC. My last job was teaching at
Queens College/City University of New York in a
special program called Business and Liberal Arts.
Before that I worked at Mitsui & Co. (USA), an
international trading firm, and I spent several
years living and working in Japan, first as a
grad student in political science and later as
an employee. My current interests include
photography and opera, and I am writing a
definitive political interpretation of Wagner’s
The Ring of the Nibelung four-part opera.
Anyone interested in reading a draft can email
neilkfriedman@gmail.com.

Julie Wolfert Gembara ⋅ 2020 was an eventful
year, but not a good one. My husband and I
got COVID-19. I was hospitalized for over one
month. He did not survive. I’ve spent the last
seven months packing our house for sale and will
be moving to Arkansas soon to be near family.
Hopefully, it will be a positive chapter in my life.
David K. Glidden, Susan Carpenter ’68 ⋅ We
escaped COVID-19. Our two daughters came back
home: the older, as her ambitions for work in
theater production shut down; the younger, as she
postponed grad school at Penn in environmental
studies until this fall. Susan exchanged travel
for Zoom as her work on divided communities,
anti-racism, global leadership training, and urban
crisis management became the dedicated focus
of her days and nights. Drawing on my Buddhist
practice and the summers I spent in college
at a Benedictine monastery, I continued the
philosophic life unabated, though with deeper
knowledge of racism and bigotry in academic
philosophy, requiring change in the canon and
in teaching.
Carol Johnsrud Hansen ⋅ After 34 years in the
Milwaukee area and eight years back in Hibbing,
Minn., I have been living in Green Valley, Ariz.,
for 12 years! Time flies. You probably saw in the
last issue that Bob Hansen ’66 passed away in
October 2020. It was very unexpected. He and his
wife, Cindy, were great volunteers with the Girls
on the Run organization in Scottsdale, Ariz., and
in December, Girls on the Run held a 5K memorial
run in Bob’s honor. It was a wonderful event.
I am still volunteering at our local animal shelter
in the IT area and fostering cats, in addition to
having two of my own. I did dog care for 10 years,
but those big dogs kind of wore me out.
Keep well, friends.
Arthur H. Heiss ⋅ After 46 years with Bruker
serving the EPR community in North America,
I have started my own consulting firm and am
working primarily with Cold Edge Technologies,
an ambitious cryogenics company in Pennsylvania
that specializes in cryogen-free systems and
benchtop Super con magnets.
Our oldest son is doing research at the
University in Prague in the Czech Republic, and
our second son is an associate professor of
product design at Lehigh University. Their younger
brothers are in Pittsburgh.
Marilyn and I live in an 1830 farmhouse
in Connecticut and will soon celebrate our
54th anniversary.
Patrick R. Kroos ⋅ Life continues to treat Pamela
and myself well. We celebrated our 44th wedding
anniversary, are fully vaccinated, and are still
ensconced in Hong Kong.
We are planning to visit Lawrence in
September following the Ryder Cup being held in
my hometown of Sheboygan, Wis.
Best wishes to the surviving members of the
Class of 1966. May you keep safe and well!!

Judith L. Meyers ⋅ Hi, all. My most interesting news
is that although COVID-19 hit people in my family
hard, I personally am OK (so far), and just as my
Conservatory colleague, Ed Hoffman ’66, have
found a way to be musically productive. My way is
on Zoom. Since I decided to really stay home (just
completed vaccinations), I’ve been “attending”
and playing ACCORDION every day—with a lot of
different, basically folk/ethnic music groups, and
I’m actually having a great time.
Also improving my accordion playing A LOT.
Yup, on Zoom. I Zoomed in on the Lawrence tour
last month and thought it was great—especially
news about the Con.
Kay Christensen Peltier P’92 ⋅ I am happy to
report that my granddaughter, Lucie Peltier, has
completed her freshman year at Lawrence and is
one of the recipients of this year’s Henry Merritt
Wriston Scholarship.
Watching her experience and enjoy what
Lawrence has to offer brought back plenty of
memories. I was impressed with the care and
concern shown by the LU staff and administration,
as well as their thorough and creative planning,
all of which enabled students to be on campus
and experience a reasonable facsimile of their
freshman year. Thank you, Lawrence!
Edward Rath, Lois Beck Rath ’67 ⋅ Travel plans
in 2020 changed due to COVID-19. What was
to have been a month-long trip to Germany/
Austria for Beethoven’s 250th anniversary turned
into a three-month stay in Seattle during our
daughter’s chemotherapy treatments for Hodgkins
Lymphoma. We were with her when she was
declared cancer-free! I served on the juries of
the LA International Liszt Competition and the
Krannert Debut Awards Competition, both of
which took place virtually. A second month’s trip to
Seattle was more fun-filled. Happy to spend time
with Fiji brothers (and their wives) Gary Schutt ’65
and Fritz Olson ’65, Steve Gregerson ’66,
Dave Gregerson ’67 and LU faculty member,
brother Carl Rath ’75.
Robert H. Schoenwetter, Kathryn Wilson
Schoenwetter ’66 ⋅ Our life continues to be very
rewarding despite a few aging issues and the
periodic need for replacement parts. Kathy and
I continue our 18-year appreciation of the snowbird
lifestyle—living six months in Glenview, Ill., and
wintering in Saddlebrooke (Tucson), Ariz., where
we maintain an active lifestyle centered around
enjoying friends, volunteering and lots of golf.
Through our participation in Lawrence crowdfund
activities, we have also enjoyed the opportunity
to reconnect with many LU classmates. Thanks to
Mark Burstein’s leadership for making Lawrence
even better for all.
Elizabeth Painter Shinn ⋅ Not much going on at this
address. We Zoom around (Zoom church, Zoom
book club). We did manage a knee replacement
(husband Carl’s, makes dealing with Parkinson’s
disease a little easier for him) and hip replacement
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for me. Daughter Heidi still lives with us and works
at the grocery store. Son David and wife have also
been living with us since their return from Vietnam
a few years ago but are now moving into their
own apartment. 3-year-old grandson Beau keeps
us forever entertained. (Last week he snapped
his waistband and declared, “E-LAS-TIC-I-TY”.)
Thank goodness he and his mommas (daughter
Kelly and wife) live nearby! A baby brother is
expected this fall.
Stay well, everyone. Pooh
Sharyn Jacob Smith ⋅ Happily, we are beginning
to emerge from the COVID-19 isolation. None of
our family got COVID-19, and those eligible are
vaccinated. Family time continues to be a delight
to us. Our son and family from California have
spent extra time in Oregon due to events canceled
by COVID-19, and lots of family bonding was the
result. Our 15-year-old granddaughter has almost
completed making a quilt for her bed with me—a
special delight to me. Two oldest grandsons
graduated from high school—big milestones!
Coincidently, we’re getting older, too, although
without big milestones. This September we may
get to take our twice-postponed cruise of the
Danube River to celebrate our 50th anniversary.

1968
Karen Henderson Bachhuber P’94 ⋅ I changed my
ZIP code in April 2021. Like LU, mine was 54911
since ZIP codes were established. I enjoyed all that
LU had to offer ... until ... we couldn’t.
My children live in four different states and
none are Wisconsin. Online exploring and walking
pal, Christina O’Boyle’s (John O’Boyle ’69) real
estate sleuthing and old furniture in new space
suggestions helped me navigate the move to
Cincinnati. Now, I take a hilly walk to my youngest
son’s family house and am the in-town grandma
for Emmett (5) and Clara (3).
I hope to see you soon in Cincinnati,
Appleton or Door County.
Mary Ann Michael Brussat ⋅ I’m living at an
intentional retirement community, Pilgrim Place,
in Claremont, Calif. Frederic and I moved here
in 2015 after 46 years in New York City. We have
a Center for Spirituality and Practice and run the
multifaith website, SpiritualityandPractice.com.
We review books and films and also run online
courses on spiritual practices. Recently, we hired
a new executive director for the organization, so I
don’t have to do management work and can focus
on our program. We have found it is possible to
live in Southern California without having driver’s
licenses. We get around with electric tricycles and
for longer distances, friends and Uber. We also are
enjoying our first outdoor garden.
W. David Chambers ⋅ Living on a Maine island and
in Cambridge, Mass., still teaching at Yale (lots
of driving). Writing a book about Russian theatre
practice that I may finish one day, dedicated to Ted
Cloak. Daughter Jessica (with Ann Schauffler ’68)
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is now a mother of three, and son Dmitri just
graduated from Knox. I am horrified at the
revelation of the monstrously deluded underside
of our nation and fear for its life. It’s all in the open
now: the racism, the hatred, the xenophobia, the
guns. I’d like to hope that it will get better in our
lifetime, but we need the young to push the rock
harder and further than we did. It’s our last work
to support them, urge them forward, and be there
when it counts.
Eileen J. Chase ⋅ Bill and I wanted a bigger home
but didn’t want to leave our neighborhood, so
we’ve done something novel. We bought the
bungalow next door, and with an architect and a
brave contractor, we joined the two homes and
acquired a fine new kitchen, an office, a music
room and a new bedroom.
Recently a young electrician came to the
front door without noticing that the home “next
door” was part of our home. When Bill showed
him the winding way to the second basement, he
said, “This is like Narnia!” We love it. Playing with
friends in the new music room is one of the joys of
my life.
If you like baroque music, check out Trilla
Ray-Carter ’81, a Lawrence alum, and the Kansas
City Baroque Consortium.
Shaun E. Donnelly ⋅ My partner Kathryn Hauser
and I safely rode out the pandemic at our weekend
place near Thurmont, Md. (an hour north of
Washington, D.C., home of presidential retreat
Camp David). I retired from my VP role at the
U.S. Council for International Business (USCIB)
in March 2020, transitioning to a consultant role.
I stay busy as a board member of the American
Academy of Diplomacy and the Executive Council
on Diplomacy, as well as with writing and an
occasional round of golf. After two pandemicrelated postponements, I’m looking forward
to being on campus in Fall Term as LU’s Scarff
Visiting Professor, discussing international
economics, diplomacy and careers in the
U.S. government.
Jim B. Freim ⋅ At the ripe old age of 75, I geared
up my training and finished six mountain trail
races from 15 to 26 miles. I was the oldest runner
in all races, but not the slowest. In one race, I beat
the 60-year-old whippersnappers. Why you ask?
Two reasons. One, I’m curious, what is possible
at 75? How far can I push out the boundaries of
power aging? Second, to be an example. Everyone
can do more than you think is possible. I won six
tough long distance races overall after the age 40,
when folks think you are over the hill and body
parts fall off. 35 years later, I’m resisting the pull of
gravity and inevitable slowdown through judicious
training. Next two races are 50 miles!
Susan Keene Garrison ⋅ After retiring from our
teaching jobs in June 2019, my husband and I took
a celebratory two-week river cruise in Europe in
September 2019. In November, we left to spend
what we thought would be just the winter in our

condo in St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. We
ended up staying there most of 2020, returning
to New Jersey to clean out our home of almost 40
years and put it on the market. It sold very quickly
so we returned to St. Croix until June 2021. We
have just moved into an apartment in a newly
opened continuing care retirement community
in Wyckoff, N.Y. We now live about 25 minutes
northwest of New York City and remain close to
our adult children. We have made new friends and
are enjoying life.

Hugh W. Gray Hyman, Phoebe Sager Gray ’67
Being home all of 2020 gave Phoebe and I the
chance to enjoy the growth and development
of our youngest grandchildren to the fullest. We
were all involved in various classes, including
piano lessons, vocal art lessons and drawing. We
studied Costa Rican sign language, and I began to
immerse myself in French classes, trying to regain
some proficiency in the language. I reconnected
with my Episcopal church through Zoom. But best
of all, we enjoyed family time together.
Christine Gregory ⋅ Hello, Classmates of 1968,
and a special shout-out to Candy and John
Schulenburg ’68!
Lawrence University and the Conservatory
changed my life in myriad wonderful ways. I’ve
enjoyed a career of teaching music, playing horn,
conducting school and community orchestras,
then learning the ropes of fund development at
Minnesota Public Radio and the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts (“mia”). I’m grateful for a second
interesting career within the extraordinary Twin
Cities arts communities.
My son, Ben Wolfgramm, his wife and two
children are the joy of my retirement, and they
live nearby—yay! Lawrence gave me purpose,
achievement, friendships and inspiration.
Thank you.
Bonnie Bryant Hiller ⋅ All is well in these
quarantimes. I had a bout with COVID-19 in
March. It was unpleasant, but minor compared
to others, so I feel lucky. I’m up to three perfect
grandchildren, Kiva, 8, Ruby, 7, and Kirby, 2. The
family is living near Annapolis, Md., where my
son, Andy, is finishing a post-teaching law at the
Academy and is about to return to defense work
in Washington for the Marines. He’ll be a major
by the time you read this. Professionally, while I
consider that I am self-unemployed, I am hoping
that an animation deal for my series, The Saddle
Club, gets officially into gear. We are close.
Ann Godfrey Goss Holmes ⋅ My husband, Eph,
and I moved from snowy Steamboat Springs,
Colo., to Montrose, Colo., in 2018. Although we
have mountains (and ski slopes) all around us,
we are in a high desert valley that grows a lot of
fruit trees, grapes, and the best corn on the cob.
We live in a small neighborhood of mostly retired
folks and are active in several volunteer and church
activities. After tracing my family tree back to the
Revolutionary War era in New England, I joined
the Daughters of the American Revolution and

was elected chapter regent last year which keeps
me busier than I care to be. Although I didn’t ski
last year, I plan to join my three children and their
families on the ski slopes this next winter.

Mary Lee Huber ⋅ Greetings to LU ’68 Friends!!
I am well and very grateful to be rural and retired
at the old Huber Farmhouse here in Ellsworth,
Wis., during these weird and scary times. I’ve
truly missed doing summer gigs with the big
band this year, but I’ve found renewed interest
in vegetable gardening. (Why ever did I plant so
many tomatoes?? And how many ways can you
fix/tolerate zucchini????) Plus, I’ve been tackling
that stack of books I’ve been meaning to read.
My therapies!! It’s easy to become chronically
depressed these days, but I’m hopeful that
November’s election will bring some sanity and
stability back into our world. Kind regards to all!
Margaret Fechner Ling ⋅ Hip problems and
COVID-19 have conspired to sideline my social
activities. In July of 2019 I had to quit lawn bowling
due to horrific pain; in September walking with
my friend came to an end. Then the March 2020
shutdown brought severe isolation on all fronts.
The most exciting activity was our weekly outing
for groceries! Phone calls with my daughter and
lots of reading kept me somewhat sane.
Jump to June 2021 and our ladies book group
started meeting again. Our street’s Fourth of July
block party had its 50th anniversary with all the
regularly scheduled activities. Men’s poker was last
night and our craft club starts again soon.
Life is looking up physically and socially.
YAY!!!
Paul S. Mead ⋅ I did not graduate from Lawrence,
but still rostered for Class of ’68.
Living in Sonoma, Calif., retired from my
three import food companies, but surprisingly
now the 74-year-old director of coaching for the
local soccer club. 750 kids and 70 coaches. Lots
of work for an old cuss. I assist my wife with her
interior design business, as an admin bookkeeper,
which in the California wine country and with all
the tech money, is a burgeoning business. Guess
my M.B.A. comes in handy. A new grandfather
(first granddaughter) and very happy about that
although my family lives in New York. Makes travel
tough during these times.
I hope all my classmates are well.
My younger daughter graduated magna
from BELOIT!
Baron Perlman ⋅ With life returning to “normal”
Sandy and I are finding the simple, everyday
goings-on simply delicious. Road trips with
destinations, two days in Door County with dear
friends, being able to visit an ailing friend once
again, weekly trivia (we play on Team Loser). We
celebrated our 50th anniversary and because of
COVID-19 had no party. Instead we got together
with those we would have invited over the weeks.
We celebrated for over a month. Traveling to visit
a son on the West Coast. Life is good.

Elizabeth Boardway Ribeiro P’03
Greetings from Concord,
Mass. Beth here: grateful,
hopeful, humbled, and fed by
a routine of books and walks
and attempts to reconnect
with family and friends. If any
classmates find themselves in
New England, near Concord, I would be delighted
to meet in the great outdoors. I have been a
“walking tour guide” for the Town of Concord for
several years and an educator at Orchard House,
the home of the Alcott family, for two decades.
I realize anew the power of close reading of history,
biography, and primary source “conversations.”
I truly enjoy news from Lawrentian friends
(eribeiro4@icloud.com).
Most important: I salute our Lawrentian roots
and our individual paths toward resilience.
John R. Schade ⋅ Just before the pandemic
broke, I picked up a wonderful short-haired
pointer pup from Serbia who’s developing into a
truly exceptional hunting dog. With all the time
available, he’s got nothing much else to do but
teach me about bird hunting.
Kirsten works at UNC Medical College. She’s
just been promoted to associate professor and
is also associate director of geriatric oncology
research at UNC’s Lineberger Cancer Institute.
It’s all about big data. She still manages plenty of
time with MY two dogs and a big beautiful Selle
Francais jumper.
Mostly, we are grateful to be safe and healthy
during the early part of what promises to be a
global endemic disease.
Schedule your boosters early.
Anne DeLong Smith ⋅ I am enjoying the peace
and beauty of living in northwestern Montana
in the home my late husband, Tom Smith, and I
built 14 years ago. Living amongst the deer, bears
and wolves brings lots of joy. My four children,
55 to 49, live throughout the country, as do the
eight grandchildren. Montana has made it pretty
well through the pandemic. Hopefully the forest
fire season will not be too bad this year. Staying
in contact with our friends here and abroad has
helped make the pandemic much easier to take.
Enjoy the reunion if you can attend.
Frederick H. Walsh ⋅ Turned 75. Sad that many of
our classmates didn’t. Let’s say the year started
with COVID-19 in January 2020. Jeanne and I
were in London for two months, stranded two
more. Early 2022 seems a likely return time. All
predictions are valid ... and wrong. For now, a
London publican is shy of my daily funding of his
retirement. Don’t worry, he’s 81 and doesn’t want
to. Before C-bug, I spent my time writing. Still do.
Family bios, personal journals, and letters. Love to
engage new pen pals. In late 2019, Stu Reese ’68
and I took a three-pub crawl á Paris. June 2021 he
stopped in St. Paul for a few pints and baseball.
Does it get more exciting than that? Not for me.
Five grandkids: Emily has two sons, Eli has three
daughters. 700 characters aren’t enough.

CLASS NOTES

1970
Paul B. Bauck ⋅ Jean and I
survived the pandemic despite
having many friends become
infected and several die.
Along the way we learned that
isolation is not all that bad.
Our painting continued and
new avenues of communicating with other artists
opened up through the necessity of distancing.
My music thrived as I learned new skills to create
collaborative music with friends at a distance.
Audiences for our work were found on new and
old digital platforms. Now we are returning to
seeing folks in person but don’t want to lose the
relationships we’ve formed via electronic media.
A new world has opened up in so many ways.
Sandy Laufer Blake ⋅ I recently participated in a
program created by a Ph.D. candidate at USC here
in Los Angeles. The project was called “Here, My
Voice,” and the goal was to provide voice lessons
for people with hearing loss given by students
from the USC Thorton School of Music. My
teacher in particular, Michele Patzakis, is a worldclass opera singer from USC. She is extraordinary
and I was so happy to be singing again after losing
my hearing four years ago. Recently heard from
our classmate David Wahler ’70, phenomenal
pianist and composer. David left Lawrence after
sophomore year to continue his studies first in
New York and then in Boston. It’s wonderful to
reconnect with him and catch up over these last
51 years.
Chris A. Bowers ⋅ Joan and I are pleased to be able
to visit with vaccinated friends and family as well
as planning trips again. We look forward to seeing
LU classmates on campus in June of 2022.
Kristin Jensen Bryan P’12, Michael J. Bryan P’12
My husband and I are still living in our home
in Appleton. Our travel plans for a Danube
River cruise have been postponed twice due to
COVID-19, but we are aiming for April 2022. Our
biggest news is the marriage of our daughter,
Erin (LU ’12), on July 16. I enjoy my work as a
volunteer docent at the Hearthstone Historic
House Museum and still perform regularly with
the Appleton City Band and at church. My teaching
is limited to serving as brass coach for the New
Horizons Band–Fox Valley. I have also recently
joined the Renard Consort, a local recorder group,
where I can get my early music fix.
Peter R. Burzynski ⋅ 2021 has come, and my wife,
Sue, and I are still surviving ... and thriving ... and
hopefully the same is true for all my fellow LU
Class of 1970 classmates! I found great satisfaction
in spending several nine-hour shifts assisting area
residents through the vaccination process at a
nearby (Evansville, Ind.) COVID-19 hospital/clinic,
where—at our busiest—we reached 650 people in
a day. And while teaching “hybrid” and onlineonly courses was intriguing, I now look forward
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to in-person college psychology class instruction
in the fall 2021 semester—with class enrollments
bouncing back. I’ve never lost the joy of being in
a college classroom, and Lawrence was a huge
starting point for that!
Julia Walfoort DeCock, Dennis R. DeCock ’69
I am taking Phyllis’s words to heart and since
I don’t have “any new and exciting news
happening” in my life, I will simply say that my
husband, Denny, and I are doing well. Our three
kids, their spouses and our five grandchildren,
ages 7–13, are all doing well, too. I hope the same
is true for all my classmates and their families. And
thanks, as always, to Phyllis Russ Pengelly ’70 for
the great job keeping everyone connected.
Gregory J. Exarhos P’12 ’07, Catherine Ann Exarhos
P’12 ’07 ⋅ Still a lab fellow emeritus at Pacific
Northwest Lab; I stay busy doing a bit of laser
spectroscopy and reviewing research proposals
for lab staff. I continue as treasurer of an AIPaffiliated physics society and as U.S. councilor for
an international physics organization. On a recent
cross-country driving trip, Greg and Cathy visited
family in Minneapolis and Easton, Pa., where
he lectured on physics at high pressure to his
daughter’s solid state physics class. Tent camping
in Mount Rainier National Forest is always great
fun, and we enjoy riding bicycles to local wineries
for tastings and swing dancing. My wife and I,
on piano and clarinet, team up to play for church
masses, funerals, and weddings.
William O. Hillburg, Myra Krinke Hillburg ’70 ⋅ Bill
and Myra Hillburg have largely been in lockdown
poolside in Long Beach, Calif., except for a belated
50th anniversary getaway to Pebble Beach and
Carmel for world-class golf and views. Bill helped
put together our virtual reunion package. We
and our daughters are healthy and fully vaxed,
and Myra’s golf game has thrived as one of the
few pastimes allowed amid the pandemic. We
are proud that our alma mater was able to serve
its students in person amid unprecedented
challenges.
Bert Lord, Juliana Cheng Lord ’70 ⋅ Bert and
Juliana Lord are still alive and well in Troy, Mich.
As you know, after a half century, that is saying
a lot! During the pandemic, Bert created virtual
choir videos to keep the music program rolling
at St. Clement Parish in Romeo, Mich. I enjoyed
wrestling with all the technical challenges of virtual
choir production and it helped pass the time
during the pandemic.
Our wishes for health and happiness go out
to all our classmates.
Michael D. Lougee, Wendy Pradt Lougee ’72
I’ve mostly retired (which means to me that
I determine my own schedule and there are few
hours in that schedule!) from the University
of Minnesota’s Lab medicine and pathology
department. It’s been fun, over a long career in
higher education, to employ the learning skills
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and curiosities that were developed and honed
at Lawrence. Those same skills have led to a
lifelong interest in photography, which began in a
basement darkroom at Lawrence. But, of course,
the most important benefit from Lawrence was
meeting Wendy Pradt, now my wife of almost 50
years, and raising our wonderful daughter, Mariel
Lougee, now a physician in the Bay Area.
Thomas Maki ⋅ Lawrence and the Fox River Valley
remain dear to my heart. We have downsized and
sold our home in Libertyville, Ill., to our daughter
and family and moved to a wonderful condo two
miles closer to Wisconsin. We continue to enjoy
our place on the Wolf River in Fremont, Wis.,
where we enjoy all the seasons and take advantage
of the nice greens fees of the local Wisconsin golf
courses and are just a short drive to Green Bay to
utilize our Packer tickets. I believe I lag behind my
beloved Lawrence classmates, admitting that the
oldest of our five grandchildren is only 5 years old.
Best wishes to all of my LU classmates and thanks
for all the fantastic memories we have shared!
Looking forward to a good old-fashioned reunion
someday soon.
Timothy J. Meyer, Phyllis Moore Meyer ’70 ⋅ We
have survived the pandemic (thus far) and are
enjoying our families and grandchildren. Spent
a month with daughter Megan and her two very
active boys here in Spokane, Wash., and on a road
trip to Wisconsin. Missed the virtual Lawrence
reunion in June while on the road. Spent another
month in Wisconsin celebrating the Fourth of July
and several birthdays, and Tim finally ventured
out to fly back to Spokane before returning in fall.
Other than new joints (not those kinds), we are
orthopedically recovered and though COVID-19 is
not gone here, hopeful for better times.
Elizabeth Mahon Nichols ⋅ I am currently serving
as the 2021–22 president of the Rotary Club
of Iowa City AM. I am also expecting my third
grandchild in September.
John A. Nyman ⋅ After a lovely spring road trip to
see our kids in Austin, Texas, Atlanta and New York
City, Pat and I are vacationing in place with two
family reunions at our cottage back in the north
woods of Wisconsin. I am still biking and writing
economics papers, plus trying to learn the German
that Herr Gerlach was never able to teach me. Life
is full.
As a former history major, I have appreciated
the blog that Heather Cox Richardson writes. She
tries to relate current issues to their historical
precedents. Check it out if you have the chance.
Jerry G. Sanders ⋅ Let the wolves howl. Let the
rivers flow. Let the eagles soar as the winds blow
and the trees whisper. Let the mountains speak.
Let the wolves howl. So everyone knows.
Jerry Sanders—International Wolf Center
Read American Wolf.

Susan L. Sonneborn ⋅ Don’t we all feel grateful
for friends and family, memories of good times,
our health, our comfortable and perhaps beautiful
surroundings. If we’re lucky.
For me, I miss important friendships that
went back to LU days: Nancy Winbigler ’70, J. Scott
Bailly ’68, Judy Schwaemle ’71, Tom Radloff ’69,
to name a few. And Robert Below, my wonderful
piano professor.
I am not retired. I still teach piano part-time,
remotely for now. A former student just graduated
from LU and another is starting at LU this fall.
Besides teaching, I have a house and yard to
keep up.
I am banking on the younger generations
to save the world, but I keep my neighbors
and legislators apprised of my views. End
Gerrymandering!
Walter B. Stitt III ⋅ The good news from here is
that there isn’t any major news at all. We are slowly
exploring our world again after popping our heads
up from COVID-19 seclusion. Travel will be by car,
Maine last week, western Massachusetts in early
August and Cape Cod, Mass., in September. No
airplanes yet. Let us hope that next June flying to
Wisconsin will feel comfortable.
The project of the summer has been a
vegetable garden. Lessons learned:
1.) Planting too many plants in a small area will
make them shade each other.
2.) At least one of our “neighbors” has incisors
which can go right through plastic fence like
butter.
3.) And chipmunks can use tomato stalks like a
jungle gym on their way to the fruit.
Stay well everyone.
Richard L. Stocchetti ⋅ My wife and I are still
living in Yorktown, Va., and I am still working for
the Department of the Air Force. Needed to keep
teleworking and busy while locked-in. Working and
helping train a miniature schnauzer puppy saved
my sanity, kept my wife from killing me, and I lost
weight. Had to cancel two anniversary cruises,
but we made the best of it with takeout dinners.
WORST: Helped arrange a close friend’s burial at
Arlington National Cemetery, and then watched
it on Zoom. BEST: Drove to northern Virginia in
April 2021 and saw the joy on my wife’s face as we
embraced two of our grandsons after 13 months.
God bless the doctors and nurses and caregivers
who sacrificed and risked so much for all of us.
Sarah Swanson Stulken ⋅ After 50 years as
timpanist, I officially retired from the Dubuque
Symphony Orchestra on June 6. I will continue
to make music, playing percussion of all sorts,
with five to six other groups that play locally in the
Dubuque Tri-state area. My husband, Don, and I
are still living in Dubuque, Iowa, where I settled
after Lawrence.
Jonathan R. Tittle, Susan Grote Tittle ’69 ⋅ Susan
and I are enjoying living in a less COVID-19dominated world. We are slowly doing more

things. We have been very fortunate to live five
minutes from our two grandsons and have been
able to see them a lot. Also, San Diego is a great
place to hunker down. Sorry to have missed an inperson 50th Reunion and hope to make it back to
Appleton sometime in the near future.
Judith Stanfield Young P’00, Timothy R. Young
’70 P’00 ⋅ After more than 50 years as part of the
legal profession and because of two falls last year
which resulted in one torn quad, two broken legs
and three knee surgeries, I stepped away from the
profession Dec. 31. Not “retired,” just not going
to work anymore. Call it a “sabbatical of indefinite
length.”
With Judy’s amazing help and lots of
rehab, I am on mile 24 of the healing marathon.
Meanwhile, we avoided COVID-19 by listening to
Dr. Fauci and getting two shots. We loved what
happened on Nov. 3 and detest what happened on
Jan. 6. Holding at five grandkids. The oldest may
be considering LU. Be careful getting off your bike
and going down stairs. Falls can be nasty. See you
in June.

1972
Frederick Lee Ash ⋅ Not much going on recently
except the pandemic! I’m retired, so I didn’t have
to worry about losing a job. My income went
down, but I still had enough to provide the basics.
My daughter, who is a nurse, had COVID-19-related
pneumonia, but has fully recovered. I probably had
COVID-19 in March 2020, was sick for a week or
so. I wasn’t hospitalized, so I never got tested. In
the Chicago area, you couldn’t get tested at that
time unless you were hospitalized or could prove
you had been in contact with someone who had
tested positive. I managed to get both vaccine
shots, but it wasn’t easy. Chicago was a hot spot,
and vaccine distribution and administration was
flawed. I’m counting my blessings.
Susan Fichera Banks ⋅ Hello, ’72 Lawrentians,
long time no see. All’s well here in San Diego. I
retired from my career as a software and systems
engineer. Now I’m writing books in the urban
fantasy/magical realism genre. Always wanted to
do that. I wrote a whole book during the COVID-19
lockdown. Making lemonade out of lemons. Hope
everyone is healthy and happy.
John S. Block ⋅ While I was only at Lawrence
for freshman year and a quarter beyond that,
I remember a host of friendly classmates—
including Kevin Phillips ’72 and Tom Nathan ’72—
and a caring Spanish teacher named Mr. Alvieri.
I send good wishes everyone’s way. I’m a
documentary filmmaker—hoping to do it
forevermore—and before that lucked into a
fascinating career as a longform producer for NBC
News. My luckiest break of all was connecting with
my wife, Maria. We are blessed with three children
and four grands.

Marte Brengle ⋅ Life is tranquil here at La Casa
de CooCoo these days, but we’ve been through
some major changes in the past year. I had a bad
fall in March 2020 and recovery has been very
slow. (The lockdown meant I had to stay inside
anyway.) The only casualty of the quarantine was
the 70th birthday party I had really looked forward
to in November. Jim is still enjoying his retirement,
staying busy with the Boy Scouts and the Society of
Broadcast Engineers. Granddaughter Evie and her
mommies, Meghan and Diane, all survived a year
of virtual second grade. Daniel is looking for work
and very involved with the tenants’ association in
his building. I really enjoy keeping up with my LU
classmates on Facebook!
Timothy D. Brown ⋅ I retired four years ago. In
March of 2020, when the last kid had moved out,
my wife of 26 years and I parted ways. I then took
the perhaps slightly premature step of moving
into a retirement community. That felt like a risk,
but I wanted to move to a place that I could make
my home for the duration. It has worked out well
for me. It kind of reminds me of college, in fact.
Living in close proximity with a bunch of my peers
(more or less), only this time there’s no homework
and the housing is better. I’m very much enjoying
becoming an active part of a larger community,
taking part in several activities and making lots
of new friends. Also, last year I finally became a
grandfather. Life is good.
Su Anne Schreiner Browne ⋅ I am keeping busy in
retirement with lots of volunteer time at our local
library and a nearby animal shelter. My husband
and I have missed our travels during COVID-19
but will resume our journeys again in November–
December with time in the San Francisco Bay Area
and a month on Maui, Hawaii. I was able to make
a solo April trip to Arizona to visit friends and
cross the Grand Canyon and Sedona, Ariz., off my
bucket list. Both were amazing! My mom passed
away at age 95 in March. It was difficult not being
able to visit her in the nursing home all during
COVID-19. And Annie, our sweet cat of 14 years,
also crossed the “rainbow bridge” in May. Both
sad losses.
Sending good wishes and “Cheers!” to all
my classmates!
Charlotte S. Buchanan ⋅ I have lived in the
Albany, N.Y., area since 1976 with my husband,
Charles Buchanan. Upon my graduation from
Albany Law School in 1980, I practiced law with
a firm in Albany, N.Y., and now am retired. I have
been an active community volunteer, including,
among other ventures, being chair of the New
York State Commission on the Capital Region,
chair of the Albany Area Chamber of Commerce,
board member of the NYS Board for Professional
Medical Conduct, Albany Medical Center, and
Albany Law School, and establishing and leading
for several years the Sister City Not-for-Profit
Corporation between the Capital Region of New
York and Tula, Russia (www.albanytula.org).

Debra Johnston Buesing ⋅ Since last I wrote,
I’ve gained a new grandson and spent most of
January and March with my daughter’s family in
Connecticut. I’ve also been working on one of the
50th Reunion committees and thoroughly enjoying
getting to reconnect with so many Lawrentians.
I’m looking forward to seeing classmates in person
next June!
Theodore S. Chapin ⋅ After 40 years at what began
as the family business, Rodgers and Hammerstein,
and today, after two new owners, is subsumed into
Concord, a large independent music/recording/
theater company, I decided to step away when my
contract ended in May. The New York Times did a
wonderful “exit interview” that put my career in
perspective. Some call it retirement, but it looks
like I will be plenty busy! And very excited for new
professional adventures. All my board positions
continue, and they include the American Theater
Wing, Goodspeed Musicals, New York City Center
and the Kurt Weill Foundation.
Richard D. de Rosset ⋅ I am planning to attend
next June’s reunion with my wife, Gail. After
leaving Lawrence, I played music in various bands
in Atlanta. Not enjoying the musician’s lifestyle,
I turned to a more reassuring career in the Navy,
offering a pension and medical insurance. On
the Kitty Hawk I participated in the ill-fated Iran
hostage crisis and later in a harbor security unit,
I ducked scud missile attacks in Saudi Arabia
during the first Gulf War. After retiring, I became a
high school math teacher in San Jose, Calif., and
pursued a master’s degree in linguistics at San
Jose State. We built a summer cabin in Sweden in
2002. We retired and moved to Olympia, Wash., in
2005. I still enjoy playing music.
Christine Luedeman Fenner ⋅ I am fortunate to
have remained healthy during the pandemic.
And major life events like my son’s wedding in
2018 and two grandchildren in 2019 (that makes
three) remind me how blessed I am. I continue to
play pickleball and golf. Yoga is now done in my
living room, rather than the studio. I completed
several volunteer leadership positions last year–
five years as our condo board president and four
years as the project coordinator for our church’s
“Restore & Renew” project. And I’ve picked up a
new volunteer activity–helping to chair our 50th
Reunion in 2022. My fellow tri-chairs, Cheryl
Wilson Kopecky and Jeff Fox, and I have already
started the planning for what we hope will be
our best reunion ever! We hope you’ll mark your
calendars for June 2022 and join us on campus!
Kevin W. Fenner ⋅ Although we live in an over-55
community which is much like a resort, we were
locked down pretty tightly for the past year. We
finally opened up in June and were able to go back
to relative normalcy. I was fortunate enough to be
able to direct a production of Love Letters for our
community theater group. We were lucky enough
to visit with our grandkids and kids in Madison,
Wis., a few times, but haven’t seen our 18-month-
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old granddaughter and son and daughter-in-law in
Nashville, Tenn., at all. Hopefully we will be able to
remedy that situation in the year ahead. Let’s hope
the worst part of the pandemic is behind us.
Jeffrey A. Fox, Deborah Burns Fox ’73 ⋅ After
enjoying the mountains of northern Georgia for
10 years (we have never lived anywhere longer
than 10 years), Debby and I decided to move to
the water and are now enjoying the marsh views
on Callawassie Island in Okatie, S.C. Our children
and grandchildren have all visited at least once
with most of them visiting multiple times to enjoy
kayaking, canoeing, swimming, hiking, tennis,
ocean beaches and, of course, golf. We are happy
that they love coming to see us! We wake up every
morning to a beautiful view. We are especially fond
of our sunsets. This is a perfect spot for visitors—
give us a call.
J. Douglas Gilbert ⋅ Becky and I are retired and still
enjoying living in Appleton. Our daughter, Katie,
and son-in-law, Jon, live in Ann Arbor, Mich., and
have three boys. We try to get over there to see the
grandkids as often as possible, although COVID-19
has made it a challenging year. Our younger
daughter, Jennie, and son-in-law, Chris, who have
never lived closer than a plane trip away, and have
lived in China for the last three years, have recently
moved to Appleton with their 5-month-old twins.
Grandma and Grandpa are thrilled to have them
so close. Our future plans include continuing our
long-time volunteering (Becky at LEAVEN and
Doug at Habitat for Humanity), babysitting, and
getting back to traveling.
Jacob P. Gostisha ⋅ Like everyone, we have been
trying to stay healthy while maintaining a seminormal life. We have managed to take a few trips
in spite of everything. I have mostly maintained
my volunteer schedule. Maintenance at Heritage
Hill State Park and a youth mentoring program
called Hands on Deck, where we teach traditional
woodworking skills building and repairing
wooden boats. The last group also has a rowing
component using a 24-foot team rowing dory
that we built. My wife and I do a lot of outdoor
activities including kayaking and biking. I’m really
looking forward to the reunion, hoping that this
will be the largest ever.
Anne Ludcke Greer ⋅ I continue to work part time
as a program director for The Conference Board.
The job has provided a fantastic window on how
corporate America has responded to the events of
2020 ... many good changes are underway. Jon and
I enjoy gardening (previous owner was a master
gardener and we’re doing our best not to mess up
his great work), golfing, walks, streamed shows
and—the best—spending time with our young
grandsons, who live nearby. Both daughters are in
sales. Kelly, who lives here in the Twin Cities, sells
to Target’s private label business, and Andrea sells
cybersecurity info/analysis. Andrea’s in Portland,
Ore., and is getting married in August.
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Kathleen Slater Hamar ⋅ It’s been a sad year for
me after my husband, Mike, died in May. I have
happy memories of us getting engaged at the LU
Student Union 50 years ago!
We have been living in Australia for the past
25 years, and I’m fortunate that our children and
grandchildren live nearby. I was thrilled to have a
visit from my former LU roommate Ellie Stein ’72
in 2019, ahead of the pandemic.
Andrew M. Hanson ⋅ My wife, Paula, and I are
semi-retired. More retired for her and semi for me.
We are still in the house we bought 34 years ago.
The garden has come a long way and now has a
redwood grove, as well as rock and shade gardens.
Paula and I practice tai chi on a regular basis. I
have one foot in the investment business and
serve on the board of 4C HealthcareSolutions. Our
daughter works for the United Nations on climate
change and is editing regional submissions under
the Paris Climate accord. Our son works for Tom
Frieden on marketing best practices for pandemic
response. No marriages and no grandchildren
yet—our children are busy building careers.
Verita Froula Kimery, John R. Stroemer ’72 ⋅
Cheers from Mattoon, Ill.! This has been a year of
challenge and pleasure! Jake (son) and I opened
our fourth business location in what continues
to be a tough business atmosphere. A foray into
riding (horse) lessons (encouraged by a certain
aficionado of all things horse, J. Stroemer ’72) has
been a pleasurable challenge. We have enjoyed
travel to Pagosa Springs, Colo., Miami, Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., Naples, Fla., Scottsdale, Ariz.,
Tulsa, Ariz., Door County—for HORSE events,
BEACH fun and relaxation! Business partner/
son (Jake), DIL (Cristen) and grands (Jack, 3, and
Scarlett, 5) continue to bring joy to my life ... they
love the beach as much as I do!! The upcoming
reunion has inspired me to reconnect with LU
friends and I hope to see YOU at our 50th!
Cheryl Wilson Kopecky ⋅ Since the 45th Reunion,
husband Rob and I have been blessed with good
health and good friends; both become more
precious every year. In 2019, we moved from
our home in Elmhurst, Ill., to a townhouse in
downtown Elmhurst which allows us to walk to
most of the local amenities, including the train to
Chicago. Our home away from home is in Door
County (Egg Harbor, Wis.), just a short commute
to Björklunden for seminars. We also were able
to travel to Canada, Iceland, Colorado, and cruise
around Scotland. Along with local nonprofits, I
continue to volunteer for Lawrence because we
need to support more Lawrentian leaders in our
world. I’m so proud of our faculty and current
students. They are amazing!
Marina Spheeris Krejci ⋅ I retired from my 26-year
fundraising career in December 2017 to shift
gears and assist at Florence Eiseman, a high-end
76-year-old children’s clothing company based
in Milwaukee that Frank and I invested in a few
years earlier. While neither my ambition nor goal,
I quickly found myself in the president’s seat. The

learning curve has been steep (what do they say
about drinking from a fire hose?). COVID-19 posed
serious challenges to our continued existence, but
my three-year focus on growing the e-commerce
side of the business paid off when most of our
wholesale customers shuttered their shops, and
people found us online. Surprisingly, all three of
our children have been able to help me in one
capacity or another within the marketing, e-comm
or customer experience areas. I’ve appreciated
their ability to translate and assess the opinions,
buying habits, and lifestyle choices of our
millennial mother customers!
Wendy Pradt Lougee, Michael D. Lougee ’70
I retired as University of Minnesota dean of
libraries late February 2020. The timing, just
weeks before the pandemic hit, abruptly curtailed
sustained professional engagement, and cancelled
our plans to travel. My career spanned the rise and
growth of the “digital age,” and I was privileged to
contribute to those developments. Now, it’s time
to enjoy the privilege of time and choice; husband
Mike and I plan to do just that, including visiting
our daughter, a physician in the Bay Area.
Bradley A. MacDonald P’06, Barbara Struck
MacDonald ’72 P’06 ⋅ Barbara and I are happy to
have all three of our children and their families,
including the eight unique grandchildren, now
living in the Boston area. Ages 9 months to
11 years, there’s a lot to learn from that new
generation. We both continue our professions,
book groups, singing, fishing and other
hobbies. It’s a joy to be leaving the COVID-19
restrictions behind despite learning new ways
of communicating (e.g. several virtual 70th
celebrations). Hope to see you in 2022.
Douglas S. Madow ⋅ As a nominal member of
’72, I celebrate all our graduates! Choosing beer
and bridge as my major before dropping out was
the wrong path. But a long career in civil service
and a lifetime of sharing music now leaves me
comfortable and happy. My partner is a college
counselor and I recently helped her transport and
supervise students on a visit to Lawrence. I’m so
proud to see the university progress and thrive.
Kirk A. Michelson ⋅ My partner, Karen Antone, and
I live in Minneapolis. Karen is with Edina Realty,
and I have my own sales and marketing agency.
I have two daughters, Alexandra and Ashley, who
both live in the Minneapolis area. Karen and
I love to travel, hike, read, bike, play sports and
go out with friends. We hope to travel to Hong
Kong in November (if the quarantine is lifted) to
attend my eldest nephew’s wedding. All is great in
Minneapolis and we are enjoying life. I am looking
forward to attending our 50th Reunion in June.
Thomas J. Nathan ⋅ I’m really looking forward
to next summer’s reunion. Colleen and I are still
happily living in a townhouse in Wilmette, Ill.
I’m still practicing law, but delegating work with
greater vigor. The pandemic led to the suspension
of civil jury trials, but there’s a glimmer of a return

to some resumption of trials later this year. The
joy of spending time, in person or by FaceTime,
with our grandkids has been wonderful. I have
also shared Zoom cocktails, on many Fridays,
with a number of our classmates. This has been
uplifting over the past 18 months. The depths and
gift of our LU experience and friendships, lifelong
partners in crime, has provided a light at the end
of this tunnel. Stay healthy!
Gregory R. O’Meara P’88, Mary Jane O’Meara P’88
Happy to have survived the pandemic which was
officially declared on my 70th birthday, March 11, 2020.
Regular bi-weekly “Zoom calls” with a number
of fellow LU alumni helped sustain my wife and
me during those long isolated months. Looking
forward to the 50th Reunion in June 2022.
W. Pierson ⋅ I’ve survived the COVID-19 pandemic
(so far), but perhaps more significantly I’ve
managed to live through Donald’s regime
(although the aftermath is still upon us). But
speaking of survival, the driving motivator for
me is how to lower the impact of climate change
before the end of this decade. I officially declared
retirement in September 2020. My boys, Luke and
Thomas, have weathered the COVID-19 lockdown
here at our house on Vincent Avenue in north
Minneapolis. Beth has been ushering the Loft
Literary Center through the pandemic as their
managing director. I’m looking forward to seeing
everyone June 2022!
James A. Richardson ’72 ⋅ Eileen and I celebrated
51 years of marriage in August. Amazing and
wonderful! Kids and grandchildren continue to get
older while we do not. Maybe such denial is a good
thing. Our oldest grandson will graduate college in
December; two more grandkids will start college
in the fall while the remaining two will each be in
high school. It’s hard to comprehend that all the
years have passed. We consider ourselves to be
very fortunate to remain in good health with no
serious ailments. Hope everyone else stays healthy,
positive and steadfastly retired as well.
Jone Bocher Riester, Jeffrey D. Riester ’70 ⋅ Jeff
and I have been spending lots of time in Door
County, specifically Baileys Harbor, Wis., not far
from Björklunden. I’ve discovered a much-loved
new hobby which is landscape design. It’s a great
way to absorb some of my creative needs. Just
read First Person Singular by Haruki Murakami
(highly recommend it). Other than reading, biking,
kayaking and a bit of bird-watching, the days drift
by lazily. We have had the good fortune to connect
with other Lawrentians the past few months: Jerry
Leatham ’65 and Kate Walsh Leatham ’72, Cliff
Asmuth ’70, Mike ’Beak’ Matheson ’70, Marianne
Varney ’71, Susie Stillman Kane ’72, Bill Baer ’72,
Dan Bice ’73 and Jan Bocher Bice ’73. Look forward
to seeing everyone in June 2022.
Dick Seeboth ⋅ From New Ulm, Minn. It is
interesting how our careers are not always related
to our education. However, LU did prepare us to
be “global people.” I have been a commodities

broker in the “cash” market since 1975. I still
run Mid-American Brokerage Co., so I stay out
Sharon’s way until around 1:30 p.m. each day.
By the way, she has been my bride since 1975 as
well. In 1997 I was elected to the Brown County
Commission and served the citizens for twenty
years. For fun, I perform with the Concord Singers,
the foremost German language chorus in America.
Call me if you want to “book” a great show.
507-354-7112.
Charles R. Seraphin ⋅ My first book, One Stupid
Mistake, continues to sell. Not a NY Times best
seller, but approaching 3,000 sales and the
Amazon reviews continue to be positive. When
Did You Stop Being You—In Search of Your Personal
Brand will be out later this year. Dianne and I enjoy
life at 5000 feet in Payson, Ariz. Would love to see
you if you’re heading this way.
Ralph Sharp ⋅ The past year has been like no
other. Due to many health issues, my wife and I
have sheltered in place for a year and a half, going
out only for medical appointments. But I have
50–100 former college students who have become
infected, and several didn’t make it, so we’re
thankful we’re still healthy. Hard to believe next
June will be 50 years since we graduated, and my
wife and I married six days later.
James B. Simpson ⋅ I retired after 41 years at
the Public Health Institute where I was general
counsel. I feel blessed to have been able to
support PHI’s work in epidemiology (there’s a
word hardly anyone knew 15 months ago), clinical
trials of childhood cancer, and promoting healthy
eating and active living. Now I’m using some of
my skills to support the social justice ministries of
my church, Grace Cathedral in San Francisco. My
wife, Tamara, has her first dog from Guide Dogs
for the Blind, greatly improving her confidence and
mobility. All my kids and grandkids are now living
nearby. Last spring, Lawrence classmate Doug
Madow ’72 visited. We had a great time catching
up and of course gossiping about some of you!
Douglas J. Smith ⋅ Retired one year ago after
nearly 50 years in education and economic
development positions which allowed me to create
policy imperatives, actually put them into practice,
and travel the world. Very fortunate to have had
great bosses.
Richard C. Spain ⋅ My wife and I continue to
practice law full time in Chicago from the Loop
office suite we have shared with Tom Nathan ’72
for many decades now. I currently serve on the
board of Chikaming Open Lands in southwestern
Michigan, where we have a weekend home, and
am a member of the Committee on European
Painting and Sculpture at the Art Institute of
Chicago, a member of The Antiquarian Society
at The Art Institute, and active in two hereditary
societies, The Society of Colonial Wars and The
Society of the Cincinnati. My daughter, Sarah, is a
Peabody and Emmy Award-winning sportscaster
for ESPN. My daughter, Katie, is a management

consultant and mother of my two grandchildren,
Isabel (7) and Wes (5).
Archan Jane Sramek ⋅ Benjamin and I spent
the COVID-19 lockdown year staying busy with
property renovations and a deep house clean,
camping in our beautiful state parks, playing
cribbage, and writing new material for our magic
act. We performed for the first in public again
this past June, albeit outdoors in a heat wave! We
recently lost our 19-year-old cat, Scoopie, so we
are feeling like empty-nesters, and now looking
toward a new passage our lives, probably involving
travel, and most definitely a trip to Australia. For
now, Benjamin is returning to nursing after taking
a COVID-19 sabbatical, and I am furthering my
climate change work by taking the EN-ROADS
training through Climate Interactive and MIT
Sloan.
Ellen C. Stein ⋅ Treasure LU friendships. Live
in Maine. Designed creek side solar home near
Portland, Ore. Garden, cook, plunk away at banjo,
play on my tractor. Great son, lobsters from
Portland Harbor, fishes for Alaskan salmon, cares
about sustainable food. Met partner Brian on
the Maine coast, he on the shore and me in my
island cottage; kind soul, Certified Maine Guide.
Work’s passion social justice–poverty, troubled
kids, family support; founded New Hampshire
nonprofit Familystrength that became influential
nationally preventing breakup of troubled families.
Living happily in recovery–humbling, spiritually
rich, fun. Highly recommend sobriety! Volunteer
as president of Hiram Cultural Center Board. Yes
to 50th!
Christine Steavpack Stroemer ⋅ After retiring from
my law practice, I thought I would be bored. How
wrong. Lee and I have biked through multiple
states, traveled (to be resumed after COVID-19),
joined golf leagues, and both of us have
volunteered at the MSP airport. In addition, I’ve
been blessed with two wonderful children, Erik,
an orthopedic surgeon in town, and Sarah, an RN,
also in town, plus six of the greatest grandchildren
ever, ranging in age from 8 to 17. They all live
within 30 minutes from us, so it is great spending
time with them and watching them participate in
sports. Hope everyone is well in these trying times.
Karen R. Van Galder ⋅ I continue working,
following CDC guidelines, at the Belk Department
Store near me. It has become a real place of
ministry. I also team teach an adult class at church
(currently by conference call). And I bake dozens
of scones for my church’s tea ministry, which does
several teas a year to encourage special groups,
most notably a group of women who are in a drug
rehab program. Finally, I stay active with my 2-yearold Vizsla, who rarely tires! He is a true bird dog!
C. Stratton Warden ⋅Winters in St. Pete Beach,
Fla.; Summers in Kentucky. Inducted into the
Edward A. Holyoke, M.D. Ph.D. Society of the
University of Nebraska Medical Center in 2020.
www.unmc.edu/com/about/holyoke/index.html.
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Deborah Busch ⋅ I am semi-retired from
my position as a linguist with the California
Department of Education but have continued
various part-time jobs as a writing coach and
researcher for the Naval Postgraduate School,
as an executive director for Ensemble Monterey
Chamber Orchestra (concerts online), and as an
oboist in San Francisco Bay Area orchestras (with
my husband Peter Lemberg, professional oboist).
My two sons are fluent in Japanese and use it
in their jobs: one is a supply chain manager at
TESLA, and the other is a construction manager
for a Japanese company as well as a scuba diver
and fisherman. We live near Monterey, Calif., but
travel often to Philly to visit family. We love visitors!
Jacquelyne Nixon DenUyl ⋅ I am a resident of
Telluride, Colo., and still wander back to the family
cabins in the Nicolet Forest in Wisconsin and also
Macatawa, Mich. I am learning to forge ahead
on my own without my LU late husband, Bruce
DenUyl ’74. Life brings unexpected challenges
and turns, but it’s still an amazing adventure. I
still love to ski (went helicopter skiing just before
COVID-19), and I’m a latecomer to golf. Wishing
my classmates health and happiness.
F. Martha Everett ⋅ Our twins are adults and live
not too far away. We certainly enjoy hearing about
their pursuits. After working in a treatment center
and then tutoring math, I am continuing in my
12th year with LegalShield and IDShield. Since my
husband is a blacksmith, we travel to a few living
history events where he is the blacksmith. As
others say, we are so busy that we wonder how we
had time to work!
Elizabeth Roberts Flavell ⋅ I’m delighted to be
making frequent trips to the Bay Area since getting
vaccinated for COVID-19 in April. My 92-year-old
father is in a nursing home in Palo Alto, Calif.,
and I also get to visit other family members who
live nearby. And I’ve been to Austin, Texas, to visit
my son and his family. My 2-year-old grandson,
Charlie, is a happy, energetic, talkative toddler, and
I’m thankful for Skype for keeping us connected
during the pandemic. When I’m home in St. Paul
I read a lot, work on various house projects, visit
with old friends, and stream too much TV. Life is
improving after such a sad and difficult 2020, and
I hope the same is true for all of you.
Kristine Robinson Harmon ⋅ I am happy to be
retired but still active in America’s Boating Club
(United States Power Squadrons) in various
leadership roles. Husband Al and I are spending
three to four months a year as vagabonds in
our 40-foot fifth wheel, visiting national parks,
historic sites, monuments and more, but we’re
always happy to return home to Minnesota to be
near our grandchildren while they still think we’re
interesting.
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Lisa Reese Hendrickson ⋅ Life is good in Monroe,
Wis., as my husband, Andy, and I emerge fully
vaccinated from the pandemic. Andy continues
to work part time for fun. I am actively involved in
volunteer work. For over 30 years, I have been a
volunteer with AFS Intercultural Programs, and
I am expanding my role by joining the new School
Outreach Advisory Committee. I am happy to be in
touch with Mary Niebling ’74 and Susan Prohaska
’74 via Zoom. Andy and I will visit Mary and her
husband on a road trip to Vermont in September.
Catherine Roth Holcomb ⋅ Mac and I are still in
our home in Wilmington, Del., and like everyone
else, we are a little COVID-19 stir-crazy, but being
able to see close friends and family in the last few
months has brought great joy. After months of
seeing our daughters via FaceTime, while playing
card games online, we were finally able to be
together. We were among the first non-essential
travelers into Sweden when they lifted restrictions
on June 30. Our daughter, Diane, married her love,
Olof (and his two daughters), in a small gathering
in Stockholm on July 17. Our older daughter,
Allison, was able to join us as we navigated the
documentation rules for vaccinations and testing.
The whole experience of travel through nearly
empty international airports was strange. Over
the last year I have been digging through 70 boxes
of objects, pictures and genealogy research that
arrived via social distance moving resources
from a storage unit we filled in Wauwatosa, Wis.,
in January of 2020 after my 93-year-old mother’s
death. I reflect often on her passing peacefully
before COVID-19, as I was flying to visit her about
once a month, and the isolation would have
been very hard. We did not make our usual visit
to northern Wisconsin in 2020, but hope to have
made the trip in summer of 2021.
Lilias Jones Jarding ⋅ I semi-retired last February,
spent the next nine months in the house due
to COVID-19, and have recently gratefully reentered society. I’m practicing my first love—
politics—while also taking time for naps,
visits, and camping trips. Working to protect
the beautiful Black Hills from new large-scale
mining (bhcleanwateralliance.org) and chairing
my county’s Democratic Party. Also teaching an
occasional college course. I traveled from western
Montana to the Twin Cities and to Denver in the
first weeks of freedom. My children (Tom and
Lilias the Fifth) are in the Twin Cities. My husband,
Larry, enjoys work as a custodian in an elementary
school. Looking forward to our 50th!
Stephen A. Johnson ⋅ In our college years we
laughed at the inconceivable prospect of growing
old. It didn’t occur to me then that I would be lucky
to do so. The joke’s on me, fortunately.
I hope all of you have been happy and fulfilled
over these past 47 years and, on balance, have
been lucky: in love, family, work, and experience;
successfully managing challenges and inevitable
setbacks, navigating change, and assimilating
grief, as best as one can. And you are at peace

when you look in the mirror.
“Life isn’t about finding yourself, or finding
anything. Life is about creating yourself.”
Heidi Jacobson Knudsen P’07, Tommy G. Knudsen
P’07 ⋅ Following a year (and then some) of
isolation from other humans, it feels good to be
able to come out of the virtual cocoon now that
my family members and I, in addition to most
of my friends, are fully vaccinated. Having opted
out during the height of the pandemic here in
Milwaukee from the orchestra in which I have
played for decades as well as my lap swimming
sessions at the local pool, I am back in the water
this summer and anticipating (here’s hoping) a
return to the orchestra in September. Outdoor
patio worship services have resumed at our
church, and it feels good to be able to fully
participate spiritually once again.
Gerald C. Metscher ⋅ I’ll try to be brief since there
is so much to be thankful for in 2021. Micki and
I are celebrating our 40th wedding anniversary, the
birth of our third grandchild, a busy retirement
(now that makes sense!), a recent trip to St. John
in the U.S. Virgin Islands where we snorkeled with
rays and turtles, and the completion of three years
of home renovations. We keep professionally active
working in the local medical ministry. A European
trip planned for this year has been postponed to
2022 due to pandemic limitations. Hope to see
you at the 50th Reunion!
Mary R. Niebling ⋅ I have been retired as a
program director at Capstone Community Action
since 2019 but worked remotely through the
pandemic on a very part time basis for the State
of Vermont, distributing and monitoring federal
pandemic relief money to the Community Action
Agencies to provide food, housing, and income
relief to Vermont households. Volunteering to
prepare taxes, gardening, reading, and lazing
about at our camp in South Hero, Vt., are other
activities I’ve enjoyed with my husband, David
Spence. We’ve started to plan travel again and
hope to see old friends (Lawrentian and others) in
the near future. We’re incredibly grateful to live in
this beautiful and healthy state, Vermont.
Robert H. Pihl, Deborah Alvin Pihl ’74 ⋅ I retired
in the fall of 2016 after a 35-year career as a
consultant archaeologist based in Ontario and
decided to resume work on my Ph.D. from the
Department of Anthropology at the University of
Toronto, which had been side-tracked in the early
1980s. My wife, Deborah Alvin Pihl ’74, is also a
retired archaeologist, and she enjoys gardening
and volunteer work; in our spare time we enjoy
hanging out with our four local grandchildren and,
when pandemic restrictions permit, visiting our
other two grandchildren in Nova Scotia, spending
time at our cottage in Sturgeon Bay, Wis., and
travelling to interesting natural and cultural
destinations throughout North, Central and
South America.

Hope Davis Preston ⋅ Norm and I have completed
our move from New Jersey back to Portland, Ore.,
whence we moved in 1983. After living for a year in
the guest house, we’re now occupying our singlestory retirement house. (Can’t call it retirement
home, that would give the wrong impression.)
One son and fiancée are in Oakland, Calif.,
the other and partner are in Los Angeles. We
look forward to seeing them after the enforced
isolation of COVID-19. I am actively engaged with
the Master Gardeners, the local library and WELD
(Women Encouraging Living Donation), a kidney
donor support group.
Catherine Kennedy Riggs ⋅ We met up with
Debbie Busch ’74 for brunch in Boston in July as
she and Peter were touring the East. Afterwards,
we realized we forgot to take a picture. We are
enjoying spending time with our 3-year-old
granddaughter each week and welcomed her
younger sister to the family July 17. I am still active
in my practice, www.kennedyvisiontherapy.com,
and have a new associate joining me who will give
me more leisure time with any luck. We have been
very fortunate to remain healthy and busy. There
were trips planned that have been put off, but now
we have new plans to look forward to.
Margaret E. Schmidt ⋅ I am starting my final year
as a professor of music education and assistant
director of the School of Music, Dance and Theatre
at Arizona State University, looking forward to
retirement in June 2022. Last year, I continued
masked rehearsals with a string quartet of three
retired teachers and me, with occasional recorded
performances for my church. I also maintained
my sanity by getting together with a couple friends
for takeout and meeting with friends and family
on Zoom. Arizona winter weather made daily
walks possible. Most of my teaching was graduate
student classes and advising, so Zoom worked
reasonably well, but I’m excited for our planned
return to in-person classes in fall 2021.
Meta Schloss Sien ⋅ After years in nonprofit
management, I have been certified as a health
and life coach. I am in the process of setting up
my business for one-on-one online coaching
for women over 50 who are ashamed and guilty
about their binge eating. I help them to eliminate
the shame and the guilt and develop a healthy
relationship to food.
Thomas J. Stewart III ⋅ I had mild heart attack
in February, had a stent installed and am doing
fine. No damage and no major vessels involved.
I just got back from Brevard, N.C., after a week’s
vacation with my wife, Lori, her grandson and our
5-year-old (on July 4) silver lab, Petal. The Pisgah
Forest is breathtaking. We celebrated our 33rd
wedding anniversary on June 26. I had to rebuild
our front porch, put a new roof on our other
house, buy three cars and resod the yard this year!
We are going to Townsend, Tenn., in October for

the Smoky Mountain foliage. Just us and Petal. I
am feeling permanently retired, in that I haven’t
done any consulting since COVID-19. I like it
this way. Looking forward to 2024 and our 50th
Reunion.
William B. Strubbe ⋅ So you can all catch up
with me: I left Lawrence after sophomore year,
graduated with a degree in history from the
University of Oregon, went to law school at the
University of Cincinnati, and have been practicing
law for 40 years in Cincinnati, retiring last year. I
married Kim Helmholz, my childhood (kind of)
sweetheart, who is smarter than me. I have two
stepdaughters and a son. A couple years ago,
Jeanne and Chris Sheldon ’74 invited me to a mini
reunion with the Caroline and Charles Ephraim ’74,
Jan and Dennis Quinlan ’74 and Dave Barclay ’74
which I loved. I remember Brokaw, England,
Ireland, Professor Chaney and The Mark. I had a
wonderful time and miss everyone. I am grateful
for everyone I met at Lawrence!
Larry M. Tremaine ⋅ Having retired after 34 years
in Pharmaceutical R&D at Pfizer’s Groton, Conn.,
site, my wife and I moved to Merritt Island, Fla. I
now consult part time for small biotech companies
as my “encore career” and try to stay active on a
road bike, skis or in a pool. We have been blessed
with two grandchildren by our daughter and
son-in-law, living in the Washington, D.C., area,
while our son and daughter-in-law bring us to
northwestern Washington state to visit. While it
is now many years ago, I appreciate the quality
education Lawrence provided. Recalling the advice
by the dean of students at matriculation–“If these
undergraduate years are your most enjoyable, then
we have failed you”—I can only say “Failure was
not an option”.
Kathy Daugherty Wawer ⋅ I’m mostly retired and
am looking forward (?) to downsizing after 36
years in the same house. I’ll then be hitting the
open road. My incredible daughters are radical
feminists and keep me involved in the essential
issues of today. One’s in California and the other
is in North Carolina, so they aren’t exactly close by
and don’t seem thrilled about helping me move.
My grandson helped his mom take care of me after
a hip replacement this year—a true silver lining to
a difficult recovery. Fortunately, we haven’t been
directly touched by the pandemic. I hope that you
are all safe.

1976
Terry L. Bowersock ⋅ I live on a lake in Michigan,
where I have been retired since 2019.
Since that time, I have been consulting with
Zoetis, ghost writing manuscripts for publication
in veterinary medical journals. I spend my time
boating, playing tennis, golfing and visiting our
children in Colorado and Montana.
Our first grandchild was born in February
2021.
Clyde Cassel ⋅ I flew to Houston, Texas, to hang
out with my friend Tony Newell ’76 and do our
LUBAN ZOOM REUNION together! It was so
good to see all our Lawrence alumni and share
some of our memorable campus moments from
back in the day, after which we took the wives out
to celebrate.
James Cowen ⋅ Both of our children are married
and living on opposite coasts. All healthy and
happy. Hiking, sailing and now having friends
and family over for a meal. It’s nice we are all
vaccinated. I hope everyone from the Class of ’76
is well.
Susanne Fusso ⋅ I’ve been enjoying Zoom
meetups with Kingsley Day ’73, Duffie Adelson
’73, Dave Larson ’76, and Jim Brooks ’77. My
translation of the bizarre and beautiful stories of
Fyodor Sologub will be published in spring 2022 by
Columbia University Press. My husband and I are
looking forward to being back in the classroom in
person at Wesleyan University in the fall.
David W. Hines, Jr.. Nancy Gazzola Hines ’76 ⋅
Nancy Gazzola Hines and David W. Hines have
become like John Prine (may he rest in peace). We
blew up our TV and gave away our lawn mower.
We planted a prairie in our front yard where you
will find David weeding frequently. Nancy is a
vegetarian, and David goes to Burger King once a
week. Vacation with our three grown children (36,
33, 30 years old) is renting a fire lookout station

Linda Stieve Welch ⋅ I am currently living in
Davidson, N.C., after retiring from my national
security career. A highlight was over 17 years living
overseas in eight different countries. This summer
featured a beach trip/family reunion with my two
sons, their wives, and four grandchildren. Another
highlight was a return to the D.C. area to see fellow
Lawrence alum Pat Locklin Robinson ’74.

RIGHT: Clyde Cassel and Tony Newell
(Submitted Photo)
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in Montana for $30/night from the park service.
It’s cheap because there’s no running water or
electricity. We compete with the bears for the
huckleberries and keep hydrated with lots of beer.

December. HA. At least it keeps him off the streets.
Otherwise, remaining physically healthy is a
blessing. On the health of the country’s democracy,
however, he’s much less sanguine.

David L. Kirchman ⋅ I finished my popular science
book about the low oxygen problem (Dead Zones—
all LU grads should be able to understand it)
and spent three months in Costa Rica during my
first year of retirement. I’m now looking for new
projects to keep me out of trouble.

Ginger Gundersgaard Rodriguez ⋅ After six years
as vice president for academic affairs at Calumet
College of St. Joseph in northwestern Indiana,
it’s time to move on. The next step: a part-time
position as director of grants and strategic
initiatives and time to teach and travel.

P. Kay Kornmeier, Mr. Steven A. Schultz ’77
Quick recap of the last 45 years; I have lived
in Birmingham, Ala., for the last 32 years with
my husband, Steve, and two great kids, Emily
and Zach. We lived in Minnesota and Atlanta
before Birmingham. We have five awesome
grandchildren, all of whom have arrived in the last
five years! We stay in touch with Larry U friends—
Ruth Schumacher Wilson ’76, Kim Sherman ’76,
Bill Eggbeer ’76, Karen Sweet ’77 and Robin
Fondow ’76—on a pretty regular basis and others
occasionally. We are generally healthy, happy
and most grateful for family and friends. We
still treasure our LU days and hope to be at our
50th Reunions!

David C. Rosene ⋅ While I have a master’s degree
from another college, it is Lawrence that has
always meant the most to me. I retired Feb. 1,
2020, just in time for us to visit friends in Florida
before COVID-19 hit. Laying low was very easy for
me. I had been an elementary teacher for about
28 years and finished my working life running a
gas station for Costco. Not glamorous, I know,
but I got to meet and see many amazing people.
These include Cydney Einck ’77, the daughter
of Cathy Bonebrake ’77, and Josh Eidem ’15. No
grandchildren yet, but my son—a Delta pilot—and
his wife are expecting a son Oct. 1. My wife and I
plan to visit Iceland to celebrate our 25th wedding
anniversary in September.

Michael G. Meuli, Jane W. Curran-Meuli ’79
I am global VP of R&D for Prefense LLC, an
Iowa-based manufacturer of hand sanitizer and
surface antimicrobial products. On the side,
I am continuing my role in partnership/co-owner
of M&R Property Holdings LLC, a company that
builds/sells garage condominium.
Our oldest son, Ferris, was just married in
October after three different delays and schedule
changes due to COVID-19. Since the bride’s
parents live next to Downer, the reception was to
be at Warch Campus Center, but that unfortunately
had to be scrubbed, also due to COVID-19. Ended
up with family-only event at Northridge County
Club. Still great fun!
Hope to resume doing triathlons later
this year and signed up for Ironman events in
Wisconsin, Canada, and Texas.

Kim D. Sherman ⋅ I enjoyed participating on the
reunion committee, and then seeing everyone at
our virtual reunion. And discovered that Pamela
Cooper ’75 lives right down the block from me in
NYC! Other news: In May, after the long year of
not going anywhere, John and I (and six of our
pals) went scuba diving for a week in Cozumel.
And, since I’m not retired or anything, I am in the
process of publishing a volume of piano solos that
I composed in 2020, which will be available from
my website (www.kdsherman.com) in September.
Looking forward to NYC theatre coming back to
life!
Dorothy Goodsmith Stiles, James F. Stiles IV ’73
Both my husband and I are now retired. The virus
really played havoc with my retirement plans,
but I am looking at many options. We have six
grandchildren, ranging in age from 5 to 15, who
are truly the lights of our lives! Jim and I continue
to sing with a choral group, and he continues to
work part time doing computer graphics for a local
company. I look forward to an on-campus reunion
in the future!

Earl J. Pattersono ⋅ Life is good in southern Idaho.
Going on 20 years in this breathtaking landscape
with fabulous weather and the opportunity to work
in commercial agriculture with a manufacturer
that is killing it. My wife, Eileen, has retired after
18 years with a major regional health care provider
so no limit on how much golf we can now enjoy
together. Our children, Jenni Lynn and John, are
married and building solid careers in New York City
and, interestingly, Ripon, Wis., respectively. The
welcome mat is always out in Twin Falls, Idaho!
Best wishes to all our Lawrence friends.
John R. Ranck II, Andrew M. Hardacker ’73 ⋅ John
continues to brush up his dissertation with plans
to publish it. He thought said brush up, begun late
November 2020, would be finished by the end of
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Kathryn Walker Zavaleta ⋅ I’m feeling grateful that
my LU education prepared me to shine a bit of
light on some of healthcare’s most challenging
issues. On July 21, I received the 2021 Mayo Clinic
Quality Academy Diamond Quality Fellow Award.
This award reflects “long-standing commitment
to the promotion and perpetuation of quality
improvement work through leadership, vision and
education” with lasting impact within and beyond
the walls of Mayo Clinic. I am grateful too for the
recognition and inspired to see what comes next!

1978
Deanne L. Amaden ⋅ We are well, despite living
where COVID-19 is, unfortunately, pretty active.
We stay home mostly. My husband, Soy, retired
in early July (yay!), but we weren’t able to go to
the Big Island (Hawaii) as hoped, for now. We
also postponed a wonderful trip to Europe: part
literary and WWI history tour with my sister and
her book group, part family visit to our brother in
England, part relaxing in the Dordogne, France.
We enjoy lots of family Zoom calls instead. Yoga,
Qigong and even typical workouts are just fine via
Zoom too. I’m also very active with a nonprofit
(rosietheriveter.org) for the national historical park
I volunteer with (nps.gov/rori). Rosie the Riveter
Rocks! #togetherwecandoit
Kevin P. Caraher ⋅ I, working for Cozen O’Connor’s
Chicago office, have been “called to the bar” as
a licensed barrister and solicitor to practice law
in Canada. I will continue to live in the Chicago
suburbs with my principal office in Chicago and a
secondary office in Toronto. I am also licensed as a
lawyer in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa.
Maria Kaiser Dietrich P’10 ’06, Kurt R. Dietrich
’73 P’10 ’06 ⋅ Enjoying retirement for the second
time, after accepting a one-year position as interim
director of the Green Lake Festival of Music only
months after having retired from being director of
the Thrasher Opera House in Green Lake, Wis. Still
doing church music every Sunday, and teaching a
handful of piano students in Ripon, Wis. Looking
forward to more traveling in the coming year, as
the COVID-19 situation allows. We signed up for
a two-week trip to Costa Rica in January—fingers
crossed!
Christine Siewert Edgecomb ⋅ I am currently
in a transition period of life, having just retired
from a 42-year career in the insurance industry.
That should be enough, but in September, I am
also moving from Buffalo, N.Y., which has been
home for over 40 years, to the Villages in Florida.
No more winters of the body-freezing variety!
Adventures wait! I’m going to look for or maybe
start a Lawrence alumni club in the Villages. Please
stop by if you are in the area! Cannot wait to
perfect my golf cart driving skills!
Jeffrey S. Edwards P’13 ⋅ I’m five blocks off College
Avenue and meet with “The Boys” for cribbage and
pizza two or three times/month. It’s been a long
year, and we certainly have many more challenges
ahead. Nonetheless, I’m constantly reminded
that the community that Lawrence has fostered
will continue to support each and every one of us
as this is where we learned how to think about a
problem and rationally work on solutions both
individually and as groups. Go Vikings!

Brent B. Erensel ⋅ I have restarted Portales
Partners selling institutional equity research into
a mystical world of modern monetary theory. I
still import acai to advance world health. I live in
Chelsea, N.Y., and enjoy Manhattan and the outer
boroughs by bicycle. Join me if you are serious
about global warming by abandoning your carbon
based automobile (and private jet), including EVs
which still burn carbon. My older sons, Pearce
and Hunter, were wed during the pandemic (not
to each other), and my daughter, Esme, is selling
microgreens to restaurants and upscale grocers.
I pray LU is teaching people HOW to think and not
WHAT to think.
Cynthia L. Estlund ⋅ Husband Sam and I have
spent the last year and a half living in the woods of
northwestern Connecticut—writing, teaching on
Zoom for one of those semesters, and watching
the seasons change day by day. (I finished a new
book, Automation Anxiety: Why and How to Save
Work, which comes out this month.) No plans
to retire anytime soon; the job is too much fun.
But maybe the arrival of our first grandchild in
September will change that!
Basil D. Georgiadis ⋅ I’m still teaching Spanish but
much more interesting is that son Dimitri switched
from IUPUI hoops to playing tight end for Virginia
Tech. Not an easy transition but he’s a determined
young man. Daughter Sophie is looking at either
Tech or Tennessee for college. Am I really 65?
Kathy Kennedy Hawkins ⋅ My husband, Jim, and
I are still in La Crosse, Wis., happily retired but
working part time. Although I retired from teaching
in 2011, I substitute taught for years afterward ...
until COVID-19 hit. That’s when I realized what
retirement really meant! Like everyone, we did a
lot of projects around the house and drove twice
to see our daughter, Laura, and her family in
Pennsylvania. (They have a 2-year-old daughter
named Kennedy!) It was a blessing to be able to fly
there again in May. We just returned from Alaska
where we did two charter fishing trips and explored
the Anchorage to Seward sites at our leisure. I still
love to travel, and, hopefully, Portugal will be the
destination for next year.
Janet Aronberg Hersh ⋅ We are doing well
adjusting to our changing world and our life
changes. For the first time since I was 9, I no
longer live in Wilmette, Ill. We took advantage of
the hot real estate market last summer and sold
our family home and moved the things we thought
we wanted to our lake house. I took off to Florida
for the winter in November while Stuart stayed
in Wisconsin until the end of 2020, retiring from
his 30+-year career as an attorney with the EPA.
Winter in Florida is great, and we love all that
the Sarasota area has to offer, especially in nonCOVID-19 times! We are back in Wisconsin now
for summer and fall and have enjoyed extended
visits from our three young adults: Sarah, who
works in strategic marketing for Pfizer and is

married to Tony, an anesthesiologist, and lives in
Manhattan; Ellie, who is a special-ed teacher for
emotionally disturbed students in grades K-4 and
lives in Indianapolis; and Sam, who is a project
manager for the Economic Development Corp of
New York and lives in Brooklyn. Various volunteer
roles have kept me busy; I just finished as the
chair of the New Trier Educational Foundation and
was “promoted” to the Region 5 director of Delta
Gamma. Hoping to travel more once it becomes
ideal to do so! Would love to get together if you
find yourself in the Whitewater, Wis., or Sarasota,
Fla., areas!

Michael K. Powers ⋅ Making the most of
retirement for the past two years: serving on
Boards and Commissions; focused on obscure
driving destinations to towns-that-time-forgot
like Eagle, Ark.; immersed in early Wisconsin
history; adding another hive to this year’s bee
efforts; volunteering for and supporting University
of Alaska academic and community-outreach
programs; catching all live music performances in
a 350 mile radius of home; looking forward to the
next LU reunion and, most importantly, cherishing
four grandchildren under the age of 4 ... with a fifth
little one on the way.

Tsu Chiang Hsi ⋅ Hi, this is Jan Yee, retired and
moved back to Sydney, Australia, since end of 2017.
My youngest child is a 4-year-old boy, and I am
caring for him full time. When he goes to kindy
next year, perhaps I will go back to school to study
coaching, which has been my passion for the past
10 years while working for a big corporation as HR
director for executive development. I worked as an
expatriate in China for the past 30 years, meaning
I left all my friends in China, and came back to
Sydney knowing virtually no one. But I am very
fortunate to have the company of my lovely wife
and two young children, we have a very merry and
busy household.

Lea Sitton ⋅ 10 years at The Board of Pensions of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as a writer and
editor and going for 15. After more than 20 years
as a print journalist, I’m fortunate to have landed
at the board. And it’s in Philadelphia! So I get to
see Peggy and Paul when they’re in town visiting
grandbabies. My oldest daughter is in NYC in
social work. The youngest is in Bangor, Maine,
working as a legal assistant and plotting a path to
law school. Me, I went COVID-19-crazy and bought
a house. All good!

Elizabeth Kortenhof Kumbalek P’19 ’13, Steven
C. Kumbalek ’78 P’19 ’13 ⋅ After 38 years in
Houston, Texas, Steve and I are permanently in
Blanco, Texas, as of July 1, 2020. We completed the
renovation of an old ranch house and are enjoying
the slower pace here. We adopted Lexie the
Wonder Puppy not long after we moved, and she
is working very hard to learn to be a proper ranch
dog. Our son, Mike, is still working in Oklahoma
City, and our daughter, Katie, is headed to graduate
school at the University of Denver. We’re 45
minutes west of Austin and 45 minutes north of
San Antonio, so let us know if you’re ever in the
area. There is abundant live music, lots of wineries
and breweries, and tons of Cretaceous age fossils
to be found!
Peter M. Musser ⋅ After a one-year hiatus (due to
COVID-19) some ’78 classmates will commence
a biannual gathering at Cannon Beach, Ore.,
from July 29 through August 2. Making the long
trek are Jeff Edwards ’78, James Zipple ’78, David
Thome ’78, Timothy Thompson ’78, Glen Polzin
’78, Steven Kumbalek ’78, Mark Breseman ’78,
Gary Robelen ’78, Steven Lemme ’78, August Geise
’79 and me (trek from Seattle). I continue life as
a private investor and serve on the boards of LU
and Berry College in Georgia. My wife, Tamara,
will be entering her 33rd year as a seventh/eighth
grade special-ed teacher. Daughter Ashleigh is an
attorney in San Francisco with her husband and
our first grandkid! Arianah is serving a clerkship at
an appellate court in Seattle. Look forward to being
back on campus in October. I hope all are doing
well. Cheers.

David B. Solomon ⋅ After working a number of
years in Washington, D.C., for Peace Corps, in
early 2020 I was given an opportunity to return
to the field with the Africa Region. I began my
new assignment with PC Tanzania as director of
management and operations in late March 2020
and arrived here in early August 2020. My wife,
Maria, joined me in late November 2020, and our
daughter, Lea, spends her university breaks with
us. Lea will be beginning her junior year at William
and Mary in August. In early July we finally made
it out and visited our first game park over the
July 4 weekend.
Mary Reed Spencer ⋅ We moved to Greensboro,
N.C., in the summer of 2019 and have settled in
nicely. Three moves in four years due to career
changes and finding the right set up about did
me in! Pandemic, retirement, turning 65 all
contributed to a major transition, and I have
relished the opportunity to slow down and take
stock. I have enjoyed reconnecting with fellow
Lawrentians while I have learned to follow my own
agenda. I look forward to more freedom to travel
and explore—both close to home and farther
afield. Children grown and doing good works.
Andy, Dean the dog, and I are just content to be
healthy, happy, and busy.
Irene Strohbeen ⋅ I continue to stay busy with
a few contracts and volunteering. Highlights
include entrepreneur-in-residence for LU, leading
a regional DEI task force in northeast Wisconsin to
improve retention of BIPOC talent, and advocating
for paid family and medical leave. I also serve as
LUAA’s board president; that means I get to see
Mark Breseman ’78 every now and then! I still live
in the Appleton area with my husband, and our
two sons live in Madison, Wis.
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Margo Hoecherl Ames ⋅ I have just recently retired
after a 36-year teaching career at Savannah College
of Art and Design! My husband, Andrew, and I look
forward to new adventures and spending more
time with friends and family. We love living here
in Midtown Savannah, Ga., and enjoy sharing our
beautiful city.

Gregory P. Linnemanstons, Meg Hoppe
Linnemanstons ’85 ⋅ The COVID-19 lockdown
wasn’t a complete bust. We split time between
Appleton and Door County throughout 2020–21,
and our daughter and son-in-law produced a
second grandson! A definite silver lining. And now,
I’m hoping for a get-together in September with
Delt alums Steve Fox ’80, Tom Meyer ’79, and Jim
Bruno, Doug Carlson, and Tim White, all ’81. Sure
hope it happens!

Deborah Lynne Anderson ⋅ Greetings, classmates,
from the Illinois Valley. The pandemic was a hectic
and stressful year in higher education, but we
survived. I’ll welcome the return to a modified
normalcy this fall. I’m doing some travelling this
fall and will retire at the end of the year. I’m excited
about the new adventures that await.

Ellen A. Meyers ⋅ As a counselor, I am currently
working on a professional and compulsive
gambling treatment certification. As a state
employee, I am working to get our agency’s
education programs on required broadcast
platforms for federal, state and county correctional
facilities statewide.

Rick Davis, Julie E. Thompson ’81 ⋅ In my
sixth year as dean of the College of Visual and
Performing Arts at George Mason University.
I am looking forward to applying our new learning
about digital pedagogy and creative work and our
increased commitment to social justice across a
broad spectrum of historically underrepresented
populations to the challenges of a quasi-postpandemic world. Recent creative projects include
directing an in-person/digital hybrid workshop of
Luther’s Trumpet, a new play by James Reston Jr.,
and the world premiere of Stations of Mychal, a
song cycle for tenor, piano, and viola, for which
I am the librettist. The piece will be performed in
New York City on Sept. 10–11.

Susan Merbach Palm, James G. Palm ’79
Greetings from Spokane, Wash., and Palm Desert,
Calif.
I’ve had the pleasure of driving past the LU
campus in June while visiting my parents. The
construction on Kohler Hall brought back lots of
memories with Elena, Stephanie, Charisse, Julie,
Judy, and Anne.
Jim and I are in Palm Desert half the year
and welcomed Adam Gottesman ’80 to the
neighborhood! We are also in touch there with
John and Teri Herbst Bill ’79 who cheer on the
Packers with me every chance we get!
I’ve stayed connected with music as a trustee
for the Spokane Symphony and still enjoying
my role as global head of customer advocacy
for privately held Metricstream with no plans
for retirement.
Warm greetings to all!

1980

Julia Pingry Fraser ’80 ⋅ I’m living full time in
Venice, Fla., with my wonderful husband, Bob.
Busy with caregiving since Bob has a rare form of
Parkinson’s disease called PSP. As VP research for
operations and manufacturing at Tech-Clarity, I’m
studying Industry 4.0 and digital transformation–
technology but also processes and people. If you
work for a manufacturer or solution provider
anywhere in the world, please be part of our
research community. If you visit the Sarasota, Fla.,
county area, let me know!
Jeffrey M. Griese, Jayne Merwin Griese ’80
We are looking forward to big changes and new
adventures ahead as Jeff officially retires at the
end of August. In some ways, it feels as if we just
graduated from LU ... and yet, here we are 41 years
later! Jeff turned over the reins of CHRO on July
1 and while retiring, will become CHRO emeritus
and continue to contribute to ZS Associates over
the next few years (~two days a month).
Life is full and rich—all four of our children
are happily married, gainfully employed and
homeowners! We are blessed with seven
grandchildren—one boy and six girls! Five of the
seven live within 20 minutes of us and we are so
thrilled to be an active part of their lives.

Brigitte Hachmeister Wolf ⋅ Living near Frankfurt,
Germany. Happily married and about to go into
early retirement in November after over 41 years
in various challenging and interesting managerial
positions within the Lufthansa German Airlines
Group in Chicago, Detroit, New York and Frankfurt.
Travelling, cooking and listening to traditional jazz
have kept me busy.

1982
Thomas T. Barney ⋅ Hiya 1982 Lawrentians! I hope
everyone is doing well enough after the pandemic
period. I’m thinking of you all. The Barney crew is
fine. Wendy and I still live in Durango, Colo., but
are building a winter home in Tucson, Ariz. Our six
kids are in various schools from medical to law to
undergrad to art. Everyone is well and happy. I talk
to Jonathan Bauer ’83 quite often as he recently
moved to Denver, and we serve on LU’s President’s
Circle together. Best until our next reunion!
Katherine Freund ⋅ I realized I don’t recall when
(if ever) I submitted anything for our class notes
... oops! Just back from a fantastic vacation
kayaking and hiking in Alaska. Sitka to Juneau on
a small ship with 26 guests and 16 crew members
(everyone vaccinated and tested). Quick highlevel overview: I have three kids, Kate (34) lives in
London and works for LEK consulting and paints
(katedomashart.com); Charlie (32) lives in NYC,
investment banking for Citi; and Lily (30) lives in
NYC and works for Live Nation. I wish we lived
closer, but we’re managing. I’m remarried and live
in Wellesley, Mass. I lead the marketing team at a
regional accounting and business advisory firm,
DGC (DiCicco, Gulman and Company).

James I. Scheuer ⋅ Until the pandemic I had
mostly been a failure at retirement, but that
changed with the cancellation of most substitute
teacher, musician, adjudicator and clinician work,
forcing me to learn to deal with some free time.
With my wife retiring from teaching at the end of
the 2019–20 school year, we were able to deal with
that reality together.
I have remained active in music education by
judging virtual solos, ensembles and auditions for
the Wisconsin School Music Association and by
writing new audition music for the WSMA’s state
honors project at both middle and high school
levels.
Music performing opportunities started
to return this summer, so I’m hoping that my
schedule may soon be full again.

Linda Berger Hellmich ⋅ I am a clinical
psychologist in a hospital outpatient clinic and
thankful to have survived 18 months of teletherapy,
which weirdly became a better option than seeing
clients in person while masked. I am flirting with
retirement in 2022; we’ll see. My husband and
I celebrated 38 wonderful years of marriage; he is
a community college president and both of us are
active in our community. We have three daughters,
ages 37 (director at Target Corp in Minneapolis),
33 (veterinarian in Northfield, Minn.), and 28 (just
completed a master’s degree in international policy
with a focus on global warming, job searching in
Berlin, Germany). We have three grandchildren,
aged 8 to 20 months, who are the light of our lives.
I look forward to seeing you all at our next reunion.
Can it really be 40 years?!?

Jane E. Thessin ⋅ It’s been a long 17 months
since the lockdown began. I’ve become the Zoom
Queen at church for services and meetings. The
cat and I made it through all this. I’ve quilted and
stamped more. I finally got to make a trip home to
Wisconsin to get some cheese curds and a couple
brandy old-fashioned cocktails. I greatly enjoyed
our virtual reunion, so nice to see folks, even just
virtually. Hope to get cruising again soon!

Mark A. Kohls ⋅ I retired as an information
technology consultant in northeastern Wisconsin
in order to increase my volunteer time for the
study of poverty in developing nations. My spouse,
Nancy, and I hope to return to Haiti after unrest
and the pandemic prevented us from going there
for the last few years, and we are looking for
other opportunities. We are proud parents of our
Emmy award-winning son, Matthew, who is a

photojournalist with NBC 26 News. He and
I took up SCUBA diving last year and have
started traveling to see what there is to see
under the surface.
Elizabeth Shoemaker Kortenhof P’20 ’18, Michael
H. Kortenhof ’80 P’20 ’18 ⋅ I’m hoping everyone
will be coming to our 40th Reunion where we can
all catch up in person, but in the meantime, here
is what is up in my life. Mike and I still live in
Portland, Ore. Mike does environmental work for
the Oregon DEQ. I teach Pre-K at The Marylhurst
School in Oregon City. Our oldest son, Teddy ’18,
graduated from Lawrence in 2018 and teaches
math and science in Kimberly, Wis. COVID-19
brought the twins, Zanna and Joe, home to finish
their spring terms at college from Oregon. They
graduated spring of 2020, Zanna from Quest
University Canada and Joe ’20 from Lawrence.
Zanna has recently moved to Missoula, Mont., and
Joe to Boston. See you all next June!
Ane J. Lintvedt-Dulac ⋅ Hi, folks! After the weirdest
teaching year ever, I am SO looking forward to a
normal, hectic, exhausting, kid-and-colleague-filled
school year. OK, I’ll miss Zoom dressing, I have
to admit: professional on top and sweatpants
and slippers on the bottom. I’m still teaching
history at a prep school just outside Baltimore,
married to the same guy, have an adult kid
teaching middle school science in Connecticut.
Even before COVID-19 restrictions, I haven’t been
out to Wisconsin in a long time, so I’m looking
forward to having a bona fide excuse to do so in
summer 2022. I’m looking forward to reconnecting
with friends who are scattered far and wide. Safe
travels, everyone!
Elizabeth Read Loder, Bruce J. Loder ’82 ⋅ After
30+ years of teaching in Montessori schools, I
decided it was time to step back a bit. I now work
part time in a faculty support role at the school
where I taught for 26 years and love coaching and
mentoring younger faculty members. I am forever
grateful to Mr. Sager for sparking my interest in
Montessori education.
Bruce manages an office of investment
advisors for Stifel in Mequon, Wis., and is still
working full time.
We are both very active in our Congregational
church, serving in various leadership roles over
the years.
Last September, we were excited to welcome
our first grandchild, Thomas Charles (Charlie), to
the family.
We look forward to seeing many of you at our
reunion!
Elizabeth Lutton Luscher ⋅ While the pandemic
temporarily squashed our travel plans, my newly
retired husband and I still managed to take a
couple of trips to Paso Robles, Calif., wine country,
spend a week in almost-reopened Las Vegas, and
go to Phoenix and Santa Barbara, Calif., to visit
family. We have used this time to catch up on

yard and house projects, and I have continued to
volunteer as a dog walker at Animal Friends of the
Valleys, my local shelter. A trip to Cabo is planned
for March, as well as an August anniversary
weekend in San Diego. We’re just getting started!
Best wishes to you all, and I’m looking forward to
our reunion!
Michael E. Mol ⋅ Writing from the balcony
looking over the northwestern Wisconsin lake my
great-grandpa put roots down 114 years ago, I am
amazed how lucky I am. I am here with my family,
which includes my eldest celebrating her 29th
birthday today and her 2.5-year-old daughter—
my first grandchild. The birthday girl is expecting
my second grandchild, a boy, on my birthday
this August!
Did I retire at the right time! I didn’t have to
teach during COVID-19, because I guarantee you
this old dog would NOT have learned new tricks!
I have picked up a part-time job though at Feed
My Starving Children in Libertyville, Ill., and love it
every time I go into work!! Stop on in and say hey!
LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT JUNE!!
Robin Revis Puri P’22, Arvind N. Puri P’22 ⋅ I was
lucky that both my son and daughter spent the last
three years in Wisconsin. After graduating from
Notre Dame—go Irish—in 2018, my son took a
job with Epic Software in Madison, Wis., and my
daughter started at Lawrence. My son had enough
of Wisconsin winters and moved back to Los Angeles
this past May and my daughter finished her last
year at Lawrence and was able to celebrate her 21st
birthday in the Viking Room! (Well, on the outside
patio.) She is in the 3/2 engineering program, so
after three years at Lawrence studying physics, she
is off to Columbia University to study mechanical
engineering!
I guess I am retired having lost my job at
Caltech due to COVID-19.

Thomas R. Quill ⋅ What does one say after the
past 16–18 months, living in the most populous
county in the U.S., and being witness to a horrific
pandemic? Thankful to be safe and healthy.
Thankful to have helped others through very trying
times. Thankful to live in a loving and supportive
historic Los Angeles neighborhood (Leimert Park).
I love LA, and LA loved me back and kept me safe.
I look forward to sharing special times with the
Class of 1982 at our 40th Reunion in June 2022!
Janet Steiner Stevens P’13 ’10, Robert J. Stevens ’79
P’13 ’10 ⋅ After a quiet year at home, Rob and I are
enjoying a summer of reconnecting with friends
and family. We feel blessed that we had plenty to
keep us busy at home and our family was able to
stay healthy. Our sons, Paul ’10 and Sam ’13, are
married to wonderful young women, Elizabeth ’10
and Katherine ’14, and have become parents
themselves. The grandchildren range in age from
3 to 6 years old now and are great fun. We were
fortunate to attend Rob’s 40th Reunion in 2019 and
are looking forward to Janet’s in 2022. It has been
a challenging year for everyone, and we appreciate
Lawrence’s efforts to keep the current students
healthy and safe. We wish better times for all in
the future!
David C. Trimble ⋅ News ... let’s see ... I started
the year in a new role/job at the GAO as I was
promoted to managing director over a mess of
issues including the post office, transportation,
FAA, FCC, GSA and a partridge in a pear tree ...
My daughter, Colyar, starts her second year at
Mount Holyoke, and I have started the college tour
routine for my son, Henry, as he is now a senior
here in D.C. Lawrence is on the list of course—just
got to get him to visit! Not so easy when you live
on the East Coast! I wonder what climate change
has done to the Appleton winters and those pesky
mayflies?
Pamela R. Weiner-Malkin ⋅ After enduring a
lifetime of cold Midwest winters, I finally convinced
my husband that Arizona is the place for us! It only
took 32 years, but now well worth it!! Our youngest
has graduated from college, and we are officially
empty nesters! We live in a community in the
northwestern Phoenix region near mountains with
lots of activities all around! Absolutely loving living
in The Valley of the Sun! We are not yet retired;
I am on staff at Phoenix Children’s Hospital and
also doing pediatric home health for medically
fragile kids once they are discharged from the
hospital. Our spare time is spent hiking, biking,
pickleball, meeting new friends and hosting Illinois
friends who are looking to escape Illinois winters!

Maya Puri ’22, daughter of Robin and Arvind
Puri, celebrating 21st Birthday in the Viking Room

(Submitted Photo)
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Carol Arnosti ⋅ We have been fortunate to manage
pretty well with remote work and remote school
over the past year, first in Germany (where we were
on research leave through July 2020), and then
back in the U.S. My husband and I are both still
at the University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill,
our two daughters are both in high school and
beginning to look at colleges ... small liberal arts
colleges, as it happens. Stay tuned for their choices
in the next couple of years!
Todd M. Benson ⋅ I started a second career as
a pastor and have been serving at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in Oakland, Calif., since April.
Terrance J. Coenen P’15, Chris Coenen P’15 ⋅
2020 certainly had its ups and downs. Becoming
a grandfather was the biggest personal positive to
come out of 2020 despite missing so much of the
birth process. Missing social opportunities/people
and the chance to say goodbye to acquaintances
that passed away were low points. There were
also a lot of challenges as plant manager for a
facility that was essential to the paper industry.
We managed to figure out how to keep things
going around the clock. Every day was a challenge,
and we are all better today because of things we
learned during the crazy times. Looking forward to
our daughter, Ashley, completing her Ph.D. in 2021.
Looks like she wins the race (finish school before
I retire).
Patrick J. Grogan ⋅ Greetings from Alabama.
I’ve been living in the Birmingham area since
2015. I’m still working and have been working
for environmental and mechanical engineering
companies. My wife, Betty, and I are still involved
with dog rescue and have fostered over 300 dogs
in the last 21 years. I’m also involved with restoring
and flying WWII aircrafts. Hope to see you in
Hotbama!! Go Vikes!!
Hitomi Hirano ⋅ I am an online coach serving
transgender clients who need the moral support
to transition. I am on this journey myself and
intend to live fully as a woman in the near future.
I recently moved from Russia back to Japan and
reside in Tokyo. I come to Florida several times a
year for stem cell treatment. The results have been
astounding so far. By the way, you may know me by
my former name Hitoshi.
Raymond M. Johnson ⋅ My last update likely had
me living in Indianapolis, working at Indiana
University as an infectious disease physician
scientist doing research related to chlamydia
vaccine development. I now do essentially the
same thing at Yale University since 2015. The
past year and a half has warped my sense of time,
space, and in some ways purpose. Our three kids
are grown. The last will graduate from college in
the spring of 2022. Looking forward to watching
their adventures navigating early adulthood.
Best to all.
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Tracy Ostwald Kowald, James R. Kowald ’83
I took the leap and retired in June! I’ve taught in
the Appleton Public School District for 26 years,
most recently at an online charter school. Teaching
online was a great experience. I worked in an office
where being called a geek was a compliment, and
I had a chance to teach music courses designed
for Connections Academy by Juilliard School of
Music. Teaching through the pandemic didn’t
change much; I ended up teaching on a laptop
computer at a vintage writing desk in the corner of
my living room instead of working in an office with
other online teachers. Retirement plans? Relax,
relax, and relax.
Andrew R. Nelson ⋅ I recently finished my fourth
year of retirement after teaching elementary and
middle school band in Barrington, Ill., for 33 years.
I divide my time between Evanston, Ill., and Palm
Springs, Calif., enjoying summer-like weather
year round. My husband, Victor Mor-Avi, does
research in cardiac imaging at the University of
Chicago Medical Center. We’ve been partnered for
almost 20 years and were married four years ago.
I’m looking forward to getting back to ensemble
playing again this fall (hopefully) in the Desert
Winds Freedom Band and Jazz Band in Palm
Springs. I’m wishing all my classmates good health
in this challenging time.

1986
Martha M. Buche ⋅ Visited campus on July 21 with
niece/Professor Margaret Koker—doing copper
stuff and learned a few things. Visited my City
Park sculptures. Wow, 35 years since installation!
Thanks Gigi, Sean, and Ann for posing and
Professor Rolf Westphal and Neenah Foundry for
the rest.
Empty nester now, son works on jets in
Redwing, Minn., and daughter doing a Fulbright
teaching fellowship in Germany 2021–22. Husband
Jim took a Pentagon job in June 2020, so doing a
long distance thing until he retires in June 2023.
I’m teaching fine and practical arts at Waldorf high
school, many varied folk school classes and early
childhood/parenting classes at Waldorf elementary
school in Viroqua, Wis. Still an artist, recently did a
wall mosaic on an Italian Villa.
Kristin Vorpahl Erickson ⋅ As I am writing this,
we are on the way home from a whirlwind trip to
seven national parks in nine days. We are grateful
to be able to travel again (still carefully and mostly
outdoors) and to enjoy the wonders of nature.
I just celebrated my 21st year at my current job as
a social worker. We continue to enjoy time with
our dogs, cruising in our old classic cars, and
spending time with our families and friends. We
look forward to traveling again to see old friends
and new places—if you’re in Minneapolis, stop
and say hi!

Anne-Marie Feyrer-Melk ⋅ Anne-Marie Feyrer-Melk
and Steven Feyrer-Melk (Ripon ’86) head up the
Optimal Heart Center and Body Lab in Scottsdale,
Ariz. After raising four daughters, they will become
empty nesters for the first time this fall and hope
to enjoy endless horseback training and riding,
camping, hiking, rafting and travel.
John K. Hellermann ⋅ I continue as a faculty
member in applied linguistics at Portland State.
I have been lucky to find a constructive poetry
workshop that holds me accountable to produce
something every couple weeks. I am looking
forward to some sabbatical time in Potsdam
in 2022 to get back to my grad school interest:
the role of intonation and rhythm in language
structure. My best wishes to all!
Patricia Willis Holliday ⋅ I retired from Chicago
Public School in October 2020, after 20 years of
employment as a special education teacher and
a school counselor. SI am currently completing
a doctorate in pastoral counseling. I am a
national board certified counselor and a licensed
professional counselor in the State of Illinois.
I continue to pastor with my husband, and my
personal ministry is Turning Pain Into Power. I
have written a number of books including: Turning
Pain Into Power, Restoration: A Journey From Icabocd
to Praise; Reach Beyond the Break and Hold On,
From the Brink of Darkness to Worship; The Journey
from Pain to Royalty; four kid’s books and a book
of poetry.
Linda Minnick Langkos ⋅ My life has taken a few
twists and turns, as have many of yours, I am sure.
I remarried in 2015 to a wonderful man, and we
built a log home is northwestern Wisconsin on
Balsam Lake. Last year my husband retired, and
with the recognition that life is precious and shortlived, we bought a home in Palm Springs, Calif.,
to escape from Midwest winters. I work remotely,
for Deloitte Consulting, enjoying the challenges
and intellectual stimulation of the business world
(and also enjoying biking, running, swimming
and golfing). Our kids are, thankfully, healthy and
all making their own positive contributions to the
world.
Julie Moore Rapacki ⋅ My job with the state is
going well. My husband, Joe, battled cancer last
year and won. Our daughter, Mackenzie, graduated
and will be heading to Northern Michigan
University in mid-August. Life is good.
Maurine G. Spillman-Dennis ⋅ It is so hard to
believe that we are in the middle of the summer
of 2021. Where does the time go? All things
considered, life has been good during the past
year. My family and close friends are healthy and
happy. My husband, Brian, continues his work as
the chief technology officer of the Data Machines
Corporation, while I continue to represent the
interests of physicians as a regulatory lobbyist for
College of American Pathologists. Our son, Nick,
will start high school this fall. If any of you are in
the Washington, D.C., area, please look me up ...
always great to see old friends.

Betsy A. Wood ⋅ I got married in 2018, and
my husband, Tom, and I spent the pandemic
combining households from his and mine to ours.
The biggest challenge was blending the feline
family and purging collections of family items.
We have a home in Fitchburg, Wis., now that came
with a fire pit and a forest. He’s retired while I am
still working for UW–Madison as the advisor for
the biological systems engineering department.
I am looking forward to swing dancing again this
fall, returning to community theater, and buying
a horse.

1988
John S. Day ⋅ I am emerging out of the slumber of
COVID-19 to enjoy outdoor and indoor experiences
in NYC and cannot wait until Broadway reopens.
Started another volunteer opportunity as a CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocate) and after 40
hours of training have been assigned my first case
as an advocate to a foster child here in Brooklyn.
Continue to enjoy finding relatives of mine from
my birth family after finding my birth father in
2018. Looking forward to traveling again, hopefully
to Europe and the West Coast next year in 2022.
Christopher G. Korbel ⋅ I am on half of the
podcast, Arte & Entertainment with Chris & Randall,
an introspective and irreverent look at popular
culture. This podcast is available on YouTube,
and all major podcast platforms including Apple,
Spotify, Google, SoundCloud and Podbean.
David M. Linden ⋅ I am a senior writer for the
national sports publication, Vintage Motorsports
Magazine, and continue to write historical
features on the Indianapolis 500 automobile race.
My professional journalism resume includes
publication in multiple national and European
publications on national auto racing, the NFL,
MLB and professional boxing.
Meta Muehleisen McKinney ⋅ In April, I decided
to sell my condo in Chicago, put my stuff in
storage, and travel while working for the next
year (maybe longer). I was a remote worker even
prior to COVID-19, so I am able to work anywhere
I can connect to Wi-Fi. I continue to lead global
talent intelligence at Stryker and love the work and
flexibility it gives me. Hoping to get outside the
U.S. in 2022!
Ann Spellman Roe P’21, Jonathan D. Roe ’87 P’21
⋅ We were delighted to attend our daughter’s
graduation from Lawrence this past June. She’s
taking the Viking spirit to UCLA Law School. A
highlight of her senior year was taking a course
from Professor Adenwalla, whom we enjoyed when
we attended. Our son, Charley, will be a junior at
Macalester. It’s OK, we like Macalester, too. And
I launched my campaign for the 1st Congressional
District seat of Wisconsin—hoping to bring light
to the Capitol.

G. Andy Scott ⋅ It is with great sadness to report
that my wife, Liza Franzene ’89, passed away on
March 27. I take comfort in knowing that Liza’s
suffering is over, and she is in a happier place.
Our daughter, Anna Scott, is a rising junior at Yale
University. This summer, Anna was on the U.S.
Women’s National Rowing Team and recently
competed in the World Championship Races in
Racice, Czech Republic, on the coxed four boat.
Her next race is at the Henley Regatta August 11–15
in London. She will be rowing for Oxford Brooks.
I am currently in the process of starting a hedge
fund with nine other people. We are targeting $1
billion in seed money and plan to launch at the
beginning of September.
Ayce Nisancioglu Topcan ⋅ I have been living in
Paris for the past 15 years with my husband and
my two daughters, 20 and 16 years old. I have
worked as an actuary for about 20 years and for
three years as a diversity, equity and inclusion
consultant. I am very passionate about this
topic and therefore very happy about this career
change. My elder daughter is studying law and my
youngest is in her last year at high school. We have
not been back to see the family in Cyprus due to
COVID-19 restrictions; therefore looking forward to
this year’s summer holiday.
Louis J. Wool ⋅ Teaching at Wheeling High School.
I have put in for my retirement in 2025. I will figure
out the next phase of my life over the next four
years. I have some real sad news, my beloved dad
passed away this past May. My dad used to make
it out to all the basketball games when I played
for the LU Vikings. He loved those games. I am
teaching a series of high school law courses in a
career pathway program at the school I teach at.
As I get older, I appreciate more and more the
incredible education and experience that I had as a
student at Lawrence University.
David J. Zeitchick, Leslie R. Williams ’90 ⋅ I’m
starting my 25th year teaching social studies and
coaching at St. Paul Highland Park High School. My
wife, Leslie, has taught in the St. Paul school district
for 28 years. Our oldest kid graduated from college
last year, our middle kid is a junior in college, and
our youngest kid will be a senior in high school. All
three of our kids have gone to elementary school
with my wife and high school with me; it’s been
a really cool experience. It’s hard to believe I left
Florida in 1984 heading north to Lawrence, and
I’ve lived in St. Paul ever since. I often think about
the impact Lawrence has had on my life, and I’m
thankful I journeyed north 37 years ago.

1990
Amy Hirt Jacobs ⋅ My husband, Cary, and I live in
Skokie, Ill., with our daughters, Emma (18) and
Allison (11). Emma will be following in mom’s
footsteps and matriculating at Lawrence this
fall as the Class of 2025. Allison is in middle
school at Science and Arts Academy, where I
am a third grade teacher. The whole family has

Julie Biggers Sutherland ’64, Mía Rosa Pardo ’21,
Laura Braun Pardo ’90 (Submitted Photo)

survived having four distance learning/teaching
connections going during the 2020–21 school
year—all of which was only made possible by the
adoption of a furry canine friend, Olive.
Chad K. Kemnitz ⋅ As I get deeper into my 50s,
I still feel young. It seems weird to me when I say
my age. I am still “in touch” with my Lawrence self.
I cherish my time at Lawrence and my Lawrence
friends to this day.
“We do not grow absolutely, chronologically.
We grow sometimes in one dimension, and not
in another; unevenly. We grow partially. We are
relative. We are mature in one realm, childish in
another. The past, present, and future mingle and
pull us backward, forward, or fix us in the present.
We are made up of layers, cells, constellations.”
		
—Anais Nin
Dana M. Krueger ⋅ This past year has been one
of growth and many milestones for our family—
Peter and I celebrated 28 years together and 19
years of living on the beautiful Prinsengracht in
Amsterdam. Our oldest son, Tymen, graduated
from gymnasium and will study econometrics at
the UVA this fall, and our twins, Emily and Mees,
are rising juniors at gymnasium. Both Tymen and
Mees play on the U.S. National Field Hockey Team,
and Emily is captain of her “first line” field hockey
team MB1 at AH&BC. Professionally, Peter was
named professor of orthopaedic trauma at the
AMC. I continue to lead the healthcare business at
RRA and was elected to the executive committee of
the firm. Lots to celebrate and be proud of!
Gail Feldman Micheau, Tim A. Micheau ’88 ⋅ We
are in Naperville, Ill., and preparing to send our
youngest, Ben, to college and try out that empty
nester (at least during the school year) life. I work
remotely from home as I have for the last 23 years,
and Tim is teaching mostly seventh grade science.
I am looking forward to doing some traveling in
what is hopefully a post-COVID-19 world soon.
Catherine M. Michmerhuizen ⋅ My husband,
Jason, and I continue to live in Boston. Our two
oldest boys live in Portland, Maine, where they
attended Maine College of Art. Our youngest is
with us for one more year before he graduates.
LAWRENCE
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We successfully navigated our candy company,
McCrea’s Candies, through the pandemic and are
grateful to be going strong in 2021. This is in no
small part due to our amazing team! We have big
plans this year to build a backyard pizza oven, so
we can fill the yard with friends and family and eat
endless bread and pizza! After this year of illness,
loss and grief, it’s what we need most.
Laura Braun Pardo P’21, R. Christopher Pardo
P’21 ⋅ Our daughter, Mia ’21, graduated from
Lawrence this summer! It was so great to be back
on campus, and we even had a chance to stop in
at Cleo’s. Our son, Max, will be a senior and our
youngest, Marnie, finished up her first year out
in the Pacific Northwest. I am still working in a
private practice with children and families with
autism spectrum disorders, and my husband and
I just celebrated our 25th anniversary. We spend
a lot of time with our three dogs and are looking
forward to getting back to traveling. Hope all of
you are well!
Wendalee Wymer Stippich, Christopher Stippich ’90
I live in Delafield, Wis., with my dog, Ruby, and
own a yarn shop. Both my boys graduated from
college recently. One is going to grad school at
University of California–Irvine and the other is still
considering his option. I spend my free time hiking
in the area, listening to live music and watching
baseball. Go Brewers!!
Laura Vosika Stack ⋅ The past years have been
busy with teaching music lessons. I have two
grandsons and will soon be getting married.
I’ve completed my time travel series, The
Blue Bells Chronicles, about an arrogant modern
musician (trombone, of course!) who finds himself
caught in medieval Scotland, along with a “NOT
a cookbook” that delves into medieval food, a
collection of Celtic-style tunes I composed in 2018,
and a music assignment book designed to teach
good practice habits.
You can find all my links, blogs, etc., at
www.lauravosika.com. Feel free to say hello at
Facebook.

1992
Barbara Coe Bedwell ⋅ I’m currently pursuing
my doctorate in education (Ed.D.) at Brandman
University and conducting my dissertation
research on strategies high school teachers use
to cope with the imposter syndrome. I teach
chemistry and physics at South Tahoe High School,
and I’m also the Alpine Ski Team head coach.
Kathleen M. Brennan ⋅ After 20 years in
Washington, D.C., I moved to Atlanta a few years
back to be closer to my family who relocated to
Atlanta when the Institute of Paper Chemistry
left Appleton in 1989. I live across the street from
beautiful Grant Park in downtown Atlanta with
my partner, Dave, and our two dogs, Kody and
Swagger. I am currently taking a sabbatical from
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my work in nonprofit management and leadership
(AARP, Red Cross, Goodwill) but plan to be back at
it later in the year.
Korin Wilk Brody ⋅ We have lived in Texas since
2001 when my husband’s job moved us here. We
have two boys who are 16 and 19. We moved to
Houston in 2017 when I started my position at
Rice University in the Continuing Studies School.
I develop and manage programming for the
greater community by delivering non-credit
courses on a variety of topics. Many of the areas
of study we offer are reminiscent of the liberal arts
education we enjoyed at LU. Our oldest son is
off to college (not LU I’m afraid) this fall, and the
entire process brought back so many memories
when we were starting our journeys at Lawrence so
many years ago. I look forward to connecting with
classmates at our next reunion!
Michele Mladejovsky Christiansen ⋅ Other than
the heat and the drought (which are very, very
bad), life in Utah is not too shabby these days.
I married a great guy a little over three years ago,
and together we are the proud parents of five
daughters: two college graduates (Temple, WGU),
two full-time college students (UVU, NYU), and
one junior in high school. Luckily, my husband is a
good sport and deals well with all of the estrogen
in our house! I am currently serving as the
presiding judge of the Utah Court of Appeals and
continue to love what I do, despite the shutdown
last year. Looking forward to being in person
again this fall. I feel lucky to have been able to stay
connected and to have seen some wonderful LU
friends lately!
Mary Pirkl Crawford ⋅ In January 2020, I started a
new position as field representative with the West
Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging in Quincy, Ill.,
after five years of providing direct service to older
adults. Now I manage grants, develop projects,
and provide technical assistance to information
and assistance specialists in a six-county region
in west central Illinois. I went from prehistoric
Midwestern archaeology to “excavating” Medicare.
Outside of work, we still enjoy living in rural Illinois
with our furbabies and trees.
Shelley A. Davis ⋅ In November 2020, I took on
a new role as CEO and president of the Coleman
Foundation. The Coleman Foundation is the
legacy of entrepreneurs, Dorothy W. Coleman
and her husband, J.D. Stetson Coleman, onetime owners of the Fannie May Candy Company.
The Colemans created the foundation in 1951 to
improve opportunity and quality of life. Today,
the foundation supports neighborhood-based
entrepreneurship and health equity programs
primarily responding to low-income communities.
You can learn more about our work on the
website: www.colemanfoundation.org. Personally,
I am grateful that my mother, husband, and two
children (17 and 13) have remained safe and
healthy throughout the pandemic.
RIGHT: Jill Swick—possibly the 1st Lawrentian to be
on the NASDAQ Jumbotron in Times Square, NYC!
(Submitted Photo)

Dirk J. Ribbens, Kelly McGlauchlen Ribbens ’91
I am the principal at Ashwaubenon High School.
I am married to Kelly McGlauchlen Ribbens). We
have two daughters, Rebekah and Elissa, who
are graduates of UW–Eau Claire and St. Norbert
College.

to getting my Frequent Flyer miles back up and
hopefully visit with the Azzi’s now that travel is
coming back. We need a Vito and Nick’s visit stat.

Kathie Lundgren Robinson ⋅ I am still a practicing
veterinarian in central Florida after 24 years.
I recently transitioned into emergency and critical
care medicine at our local emergency clinic, and
I love it! My husband and I will celebrate our 24th
anniversary in 2022. I enjoy spending time with
my horse and training and showing my Australian
cattle dogs. I wish Florida and Wisconsin were not
so far apart, I would love to see all the changes on
campus since graduating in ’92! Best wishes to all
my Lawrence classmates, God bless!

Jason H. Christensen ⋅ I have published an
e-book of poems and short stories entitled The
First Glimpse of Sunrise. It is available for purchase
through the following web address: https://
books2read.com/u/3nWLMR.

Sylvia Valero Rowan ⋅ I resumed my library work
this month. It felt great to be back to the work
I pursued shortly after graduation (1995). I had
been working as a disaster service worker for the
city and county of San Francisco since the start of
the pandemic. My first assignment had been to a
pop-up food pantry in April 2020. I went on to work
at a testing site, a joint information center, and
lastly, a vaccine site in June 2021.
I have a son in high school now and a
daughter in her final year of elementary school.
I recently celebrated 21 years of marriage and
remain living in a two-story, 1910 home in
Berkeley, Calif. We recently converted the fireplace
to a gas heating mechanism. Oh, the joys of
homeownership.
Jill D. Swick ⋅ After five years at Adobe, I decided
to leave to pursue a new challenge at WalkMe.com in
February. Five months later, we took the company
public on the NASDAQ on June 16. With COVID-19
I’ve been off the road, so I’m looking forward

1994

Adam D. Demers ⋅ I live in Minneapolis with wife
Andrea and am a senior visual designer at Shea
after five years as an independent designer of
books, brands, exhibits and events.
Roger S. Duncan ⋅ I’m headed home soon from
Camp Lemonnier, a mid-sized base in East Africa.
I’ve been deployed for about a year with the Naval
Reserve, serving as public affairs officer. I was here
in 2006 as a combat camera photographer ... This
time, I coached six photojournalists and advised
the CO. Find our work on DVIDSHUB.net
Looking forward to restarting arborist
business in Maine! There’s more money and less
stress cutting trees while carrying a chainsaw than
working in photo on the civilian side.
My girls are 7 and 13 now. They spent the
summer at Camp Wawenock. We joked about
going off to camp! My wife, Martina, is being
sainted, again. She’s the registrar at Bowdoin
College.
Would welcome old friends.
Marilyn M. Hein P’92 ⋅ At age 76, I am enjoying
19 grandchildren, and I am still carrying on the
Lawrence legacy of “Light More Light.” Though
I am retired from full-time professional counseling,
I am continuing my part-time practice, Hearts
Unfolding Counseling, in Oshkosh, Wis. I have
written two books, The Heins Creek Story and Fred
Erskine, WWI Veteran, honoring my grandfather and
his WWI photographs. Using photos and notes
I took on my July 2018 trip to Israel and Jordan,
I prepared eight PowerPoint presentations on the
Holy Land and shared them wherever I was invited.
Also, a dream I have worked on for 33 years is now
a reality—Hearts Unfolding Encouragement cards
will soon be available in small shops.
Kirsten R. Lies-Warfiel, Patrick R. Warfield ⋅ It
meant so much to us to see so many old friends
and make new friends of classmates at the reunion
two years ago. It means even more now in the time
of COVID-19. We feel the fortune of cherishing
those connections even more deeply now. Patrick
has been promoted to full professor at the
University of Maryland in College Park, and Kirsten
is executive director for Great Noise Ensemble.
She still performs with them and a plethora of
other bands in the Washington, D.C., area. She
has been working on a master’s degree in audio
technology at American University and expects
to graduate in the spring of 2022. We look forward
to traveling again and maybe we’ll stop by and
see you!

Rebecca L. Mezoff ⋅ I’m still living in Colorado
while my wife pursues year seven of her Ph.D.
at my second alma mater, CSU. I published my
second book last year, The Art of Tapestry Weaving,
and continue to run an online school teaching
tapestry weaving to people all over the world.
Summers find me hiking long trails while spinning
yarn and weaving.
Andrea Powers Robertson ⋅ I veered off the career
path in April of 2020 for a surprise stint as a fulltime parent. Both kids are busy student athletes
and beginning music. We spent the pandemic
outdoors playing soccer, lacrosse, and downhill
ski racing. Dashiell took virtual piano lessons that
are now in person. They’ll enter fourth and second
grades in the fall.
I am doing some contract work this summer
and eyeing a return to work in the fall as the kids
return to school full time. Barron continues to
enjoy his role at Master Lock and was promoted
over the past year. We are conscious of the fact
that ours was a relatively easy path through this
pandemic, complete with silver linings—we are
most grateful.

1996
Richard M. Canaday ⋅ I, aka Gish, owned a bar
named Society in downtown Denver for about
five years. I sold my part to my business partner
right before COVID-19 hit, but the bar survived
and is running well and opening up. It was a
great adventure; I learned a lot about the industry,
and we were named the top bar to watch sports
in Denver. As a standout whiskey bar, I was also
able to sample many tasty libations and invent an
assortment of cocktail recipes. I’ve been keeping
up with contacting LU folks and was a member
of the reunion team. I’ve been watching as much
soccer as I can and can’t wait for the next World
Cup. I’ve also been practicing for the next Mr. Larry
Universe contest as a two time champion. Cheers.
Andrew H. Motiwalla ⋅ During the pandemic, my
educational travel company, Terra Education, was
paused. During that time I cofounded monitorQA,
a software-as-a-service (SaaS) company focused on
mobile audits for businesses who do inspections
for occupational health, safety, and quality. I serve
as its chief revenue officer. As the pandemic
subsides, I hope Terra Education will bounce back
stronger than ever.
Casey T. Peterson ⋅ All is well in Fargo, N.D.!
Spending the summer watching my two boys play
baseball and reconnecting with family and friends
post-pandemic. I completed my education this
summer with a Ph.D. in education, and found my
LU music degree prepared me well for the doctoral
program. Currently in my 25th year in North Dakota,
and third year as the dean of students at NDSU.

Jennifer Crawford Renstrom ⋅ I live in
Bloomington, Minn., a suburb of Minneapolis.
I have two kids, Audrey (14) and Parker (16). After
16 years doing events at Mall of America, it was
time for a slower pace to spend time with my
kids and enjoy their many activities. I am now the
office manager at Annunciation Catholic School in
Minneapolis, and I love the energy working
in a school. For the past several months, I have
done Zoom “happy hours” with Aaron Lindberg,
Kari Dietzler and Heather Brown-Palsgrove. It has
been a wonderful way to stay connected despite
us living so far apart! I really enjoyed “seeing”
classmates during the virtual reunion events.
Kudos to all those on the reunion committee for a
job well done!
Rebecca J. Whelan ⋅ Hello, classmates and fellow
Lawrentians! I am coming up on three years as a
faculty member at the University of Notre Dame’s
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.
During the 2020–21 academic year, classes were
taught in person, with masking, distancing, and
frequent COVID-19 testing. Although I can’t say
I enjoyed the experience, I acclimated to lecturing
through a mask in a large room. My students were
wonderful and impressed me continually with
their resilience. My research program—applying
analytical chemistry to ovarian cancer detection—
continues to make progress, most recently through
exciting collaborative work with the University of
Wisconsin School of Medicine. I miss living in
Wisconsin!
Aaron Lindberg ⋅ I was recently named the director
of admissions at California State University–
Northridge (CSUN); I’m looking forward to
leading our admissions team, who regularly review
over 40,000 undergraduate applications during
our fall admissions cycle. It’s crazy to think I’ve
worked for the CSU system for 19 years–time
flies! My husband and I recently moved and love
our new place in western Los Angeles. We are
cautiously optimistic about making travel plans;
we are looking forward to meeting my family at
Disneyland in December.

1998
Rachel R. Beck ⋅ I’m volunteering for hospice
while working toward certification as an end-of-life
doula. (The idea: help people tie up their loose
ends in their last months, figure out what makes
them most comfortable, and try to facilitate that.)
Also, somehow in the last year I co-wrote a voter
guide and started covering city meetings for
people who can’t attend them. Local government
is as dramatic as anything on TV, and it’s where we
have the most leverage to make change. Living in
a cooperative made the chaos of 2020 much more
tenable: all the things I liked about a dorm but with
way better food.
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Angela M. Bier ⋅ I continue to live in a suburb of
Milwaukee with my husband, Jimmy, and our two
daughters, Natalie (15) and Evelyn (12). In 2020, in
order to combat existential dread, I decided to try
some new things. I ran for public office for the first
time and was elected to the Franklin School Board.
I sold a manuscript and my (first?) book will be
published in July 2022. I was fitted for custom
orthotics because, well, 45.
Robert Chang ⋅ Wife Leah and I reside in Seattle
with an 18-year-old cat. All healthy. Finally able to
hang out with friends and family after vaccinations.
Spending free time rowing (1x, 2x, 4x) and sailing.
Would like to thank Robert Horton (former
associate professor of philosophy) for coaching
LU crew. Had it not been Bob, I wouldn’t have
discovered this great sport. Recently bought
a Pocock racing single. Also doing my part to
get my former teammates back onto the water.
Wife works at Virginia Mason doing transplant
coordination. I’m still gainfully employed at Disney
Streaming, ensuring TWDC guest identity systems
sail smoothly through high-volume events. Life is
good. Take care of each other.
Louis Clark IV, Alissa M. Clark ⋅ Alissa and I are
on the cusp of spending 25 years together. It’s nice
to know we made at least one good decision in
a period defined by learning experiences. We are
still learning as we added four pandemic pets to
our home in the last year. Again, I’m not quite sure
what Alissa was thinking.
Heather L. Humbert ⋅ I live with my two wonderful
daughters, Lenea (14) and Saana (12), and four
cats in St. Paul. I am entering my third year as the
senior executive assistant to the president and
CEO of Greater Twin Cities United Way. I am also
really excited to share that I have recently opened
an art studio in the Northeast Minneapolis Arts
District in the 20210 Artblok building and launched
my website: www.hlhart.com.
Tobias G. Kinsler ⋅ I am now an attorney and
managing partner of Sterling Law Offices, S.C.
My wife, Jennell, and I live in Madison, Wis., and
are set to celebrate our 20th wedding anniversary
in August. To no one’s surprise, we are a hockey
family with our three kids, Jackson (17), Easton
(14) and Hudson (12), deeply invested in their ice
dreams, with the older two kids currently in the
U.S. National Team development pool. (And I
recently made my first fellow LU alumnus lawyer
(Class of ’17) an associate at my law firm. Viking
favortism!)
Kristin Piszyk Phillips ⋅ I have been in risk and
controls at JPMorgan Chase for almost 10 years.
My daughter, Ellie, will be attending University of
Illinois in Champaign in the fall to study animal
sciences. My son, Ethan, will be entering his senior
year in high school. He is still figuring out which
college to attend in 2022 to study biology, but I am
pushing for Lawrence. Aside from work, I am the
secretary of Boy Scout Troop 35 out of Wheaton,

66

FALL 2021

CLASS NOTES

Ill., and my kids and I foster dogs from the Second
City Canine Rescue out of Palatine, Ill.
Joseph T. Tennis ⋅ Hi, all! I hope you are all happy
and healthy as we look toward 2022! I’m happy to
report that I’m still professor and associate dean
for faculty affairs at the University of Washington’s
Information School. I am now also executive
director for administrative services. It’s a fun
expansion of my portfolio here. I’m excited to get
back on the road soon. Fingers crossed that the
worst is behind us. See you soon!
Carrie F. Wassenaar ⋅ I am currently producing
What If, the new animated series by Marvel
Studios, set to premiere on Disney+ in August.

2000
Robyn E. Cutright ⋅ After spending the pandemic
as interim director of the Center for Teaching
and Learning at Centre College, in charge of the
team responsible for supporting professors as
they figured out how to teach online during the
pandemic, I’m happily back to full-time faculty
status as an archaeology professor. I enjoyed
giving an LU alumni talk about my new book,
The Story of Food in the Human Past, earlier this
year. Drew and I are happily hiking, gardening,
and looking forward to resuming traveling here in
Lexington, Ky.
Jeffrey T. Ramsey ⋅ The Ramsey family is doing
great overall. We did a pandemic home purchase
and moved to a great new house in Brookfield,
Wis., in July of 2020. I work as the director of
student services at Herzing University, Online, and
Christina is the director of financial aid at Herzing
University, Brookfield. Timothy (10) is entering fifth
grade at Dixon Elementary School in Brookfield,
and Sam (6) is starting first grade at Wauwatosa
Catholic School. When we got our swag from the
reunion registration, Sam put all the Lawrence
stickers on our car and declared that he is going to
Lawrence for college—LU Class of 2037!
Evan L. Wyse ⋅ We moved into a house last
summer, so I’ve mostly been buying power tools
and listening to Willie Nelson. My wife also had
another baby. I feel like Danny Glover in every
Lethal Weapon film.

2002
Siddharth Bannerjee ⋅ Hi! I hope you are all
keeping safe in these trying times. After Lawrence,
I did a series of internships in Washington, D.C.,
and then moved to Johannesburg, South Africa,
to work for an INGO. From there, I immigrated to
Montreal, Canada, where I was director of research
at the Association for Canadian Studies for five
years. Since 2012, I have been living in London,
England, and currently work in the British Civil
Service as a senior policy adviser on emerging
technologies (quantum, AI, Blockchain, etc).
Before this, I worked at Nesta on corporate startup

co-innovation. I’ve also completed a Master of
Science in social policy from the London School of
Economics. I also coauthored a book with my dad
on Bangalore’s information technology revolution
entitled Start-up City.
Abigail Baldwin Coyne ⋅ Wes Smith and I welcomed
a son, Logan William, on Dec. 16, 2019.
Anneliese M. DeDiemar ⋅ Co-chair of the
Connecting Alumni Committee for the Lawrence
University Alumni Association (LUAA), I reside in
Washington, D.C., with my wife, Lacey Capps.
I am the communications director for Venture
Philanthropy Partners+Raise D.C., investing in
cross-sector, collaborative partnerships that deliver
lasting, systemic change to improve life outcomes
for children and their families. I have extensive
experience in nonprofit and arts marketing in
Chicago and Washington, D.C., and continue
to consult and present nationally on integrated
marketing and communications best practices,
including seminars for the American Marketing
Association, Americans for the Arts, Maryland
Citizens for the Arts, ARTSFAIRFAX, and Theatre
Washington.
Sally Schonfeld Goodman ⋅ We have one gecko,
one dog, three cool kids, and my hubby is in
GIS and the county public health team this year!
I am excited to be teaching biology and earth
science at Marshall School in Duluth, Minn.
(alongside Paul Schonfeld ’05 who also is in the
science department). Biology 2020–21, what a
year: COVID-19, mRNA vaccines, climate change,
forest fire ecology, misunderstandings of race,
intersex biology, land acknowledgments, land-use
history, and local native plant communities. This
fall I also take on eighth grade earth science! My
predecessor, who taught for 34 years at Marshall,
assigned summer reading of Marcia BjØrnerud’s
Timefulness to the 2021 eighth grade graduates :)
I am so grateful for my LU training.
Nathan S. Heffel, William J. Burrow ’00
Nathan and his husband, William, continue to live
on Colorado’s Western Slope. Nathan manages
a series of commercial radio stations reaching
thousands of listeners. William continues to work
from home full time as a telecommunication
engineer with Optum Technology. Refocused on
family life and work/life balance, they now love
exploring the western United States with their
4-year-old daughter, Maya, and their blind Blue
Heeler dog, Pepper, as well as camping and offroading around Colorado.
Melanie A. Kehoss ⋅ This summer marks my
10th anniversary in Arlington, Va., where I live
with my husband, Kaveh, full time and his parents
part time. I teach at two art centers, serve on the
Guild of American Papercutters board, and direct
the Arlington Visual Art Studio Tour. Last year,
I created my first life-sized lightbox installation,
which traveled to three sites in Alexandria, Va.
Visit me at kehoss.com.

Beth Achille Lambert ⋅ Greetings, everyone!
I am living in Maine with my husband, Greg, and
two daughters, Lillian (17) and Paige (10). I am
the director of innovative teaching and learning
at the Maine Department of Education where
I have been working on several pandemic-related
responses over the past year and a half. I hope you
are all healthy and well. If anyone is up in Maine or
northern New England, let’s connect!
Megan A. McGlone ⋅ I received my Ph.D.
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in
interdisciplinary performance studies in December
2019, and I got married to Dave Berna on
Jan. 1, 2020.
Jonah C. Nigh ⋅ Starting in September, I will be
joining the staff at The New School (NYC) as their
senior vice president for development and alumni
engagement. My role will be to lead the university’s
strategic fundraising, institutional advancement,
alumni engagement, corporate and foundation
relations, and related areas. The colleges include
Parsons School of Design, Eugene Lang College
of Liberal Arts, the College of Performing Arts
(Mannes School of Music; the School of Jazz and
Contemporary Music; and the School of Drama),
The New School for Social Research, the Schools
of Public Engagement, and Parsons Paris.
Albert E. Reiser, Erin M. Pryor Ackerman ’03 ⋅
Nothing new here, really. What’s up with you?
Kate C. Schulz ⋅ Moved all the way from Rhode
Island to Atlanta for a new job as senior director
of state partnership with Instruction Partners,
an education nonprofit, and more time with my
nieces and nephews. So far, I’m actually enjoying
the warmer weather and the hiking in the North
Georgia Mountains. Plus, you can’t beat the
biscuits and sweet tea!

2004
Sara Bergene Bayram ⋅ Nothing new to report,
other than we slowly getting back to “normal” life
after being vaccinated. Sending wishes to all for
continued good health and happiness.
Josie L. Boyle ⋅ In September we are celebrating
our daughter, Birdie’s, second birthday, and
the one-year anniversary of our winery, Mousse
Sparkling Wine Co., specializing in sparkling wines
and hard ciders in Jordan, Minn. I oversee the wine
production and tasting room at the winery, while
Micah makes sure everything works in the building
and grounds.
Jennifer K. Burns ⋅ I am currently figuring out
what I want out of life in a post-pandemic world.
While I have loved pretending to be a Gilmore Girl
these past three years, I have learned I really miss
a nearby Chipotle and food delivery services. I am
grateful for all the wonderful folks in my life who
convinced me to be honest and not be afraid to

admit all this ... and that I am an non-professional
manatee hugger.
Katharine R. Chapman ⋅ My fiance, David Slyter,
and I are expecting a tiny human at the end of July.
We are getting married in May of 2022.
Jeffrey T. Christoff ⋅ I’m currently living in the
Chicago suburbs. I’ve worked at TransUnion for
the past five years and was recently promoted to
an accounting analyst II position. I’ve also been
involved with my company’s Toastmasters club.
I’ve given at least 40 speeches in the past four
years and have also held club leadership positions
and participated in speech contests. I still haven’t
found the perfect Oreo, but I keep looking.
Anne Hyde Crites ⋅ I’m living in Springfield, Mo.,
much to my continued surprise and sometimes
chagrin ... I like my family, though—husband,
8-year-old son, 5-year-old daughter. The daughter
starts kindergarten this fall, and I’m super excited
about being rich due to the lack of weekly daycare
fees. I’ve been working as the assistant director at
The Victim Center, a nonprofit serving victims of
violent and sexual crime, since fall 2017.
Nathan P. Jacobs ⋅ I’m living in Fish Creek, Wis.,
working at Wilson’s Ice Cream as kitchen manager
and spending my spare time recording music,
painting, and winter camping.
Megan E. Schendel ⋅ Nathan Gauntt and
I welcomed Leo Jack Gauntt, born Dec. 12, 2019.
Rebecca L. Schmidt ⋅ I have accepted a new
associate professor faculty position at Colorado
Mountain College in Steamboat Springs, Colo.
I’m excited to continue teaching biology in higher
education and thrilled to start new adventures in a
beautiful area!

I continue my wild love affair with fellow
alumni and husband Jonathon Roberts, and
my experiments in motherhood with sons Walter
and Alvin.

2006
Bronwen I. Cathey ⋅ I still count my time at LU as
having ignited two passions: one for houseplants
thanks to my best friend and roommate, Allyn
Rodriguez, and one for librarianship thanks to my
first job at the Mudd in 2004.
I moved to Canada in 2009 to get my master’s
degree in library and information studies at McGill
University. I have lived in Quebec ever since and
am functionally bilingual, though I’m always
improving my French language skills as an adult
FSL learner.
My partner, two dogs, one cat, 150+
houseplants, and I currently live in Montreal,
near the Botanical Gardens. I manage the youth
department of the public library where I have
worked since 2012.
Anna Kiel Freiberg ⋅ My husband, Justin, and I live
in the Milwaukee area with our kids, Teddy (4) and
Henry (2) and our three cats. I work as a research
neuropsychometrist in the neurology department
at The Medical College of Wisconsin. My lab deals
primarily with aphasia research. I was furloughed
for three months in the summer of 2020 but am
now fully back to work. We’ve survived the past
year and a half exploring the many parks and
walking trails in the Milwaukee area but will be very
glad to be able to get together with friends and
extended family soon.

Brad Grimmer ’06 with Kate Schuster. (Submitted Photo)

Megan Cole Urban ⋅ I have been promoted to the
chief of interpretation and education position at
Big Thicket National Preserve in southeast Texas,
where I have been working for the past two years
as the volunteer program manager. My husband,
who also works at Big Thicket as a biological
science technician, and I, along with our two boys,
enjoy kayaking, camping in national park sites,
going to the beach and escaping hurricanes.
Emily C. Zempel Roberts, Jonathon M. Roberts ’05
I started my Ph.D. this fall at the Shakespeare
Institute (University of Birmingham). I am
researching problems actors run into when
performing emotions in Shakespeare, which I will
attempt to solve by creating tools through early
modern ideas of emotion and performance.
I also received a grant this spring to
develop my solo show, A Hero’s Journey, which
explores grief and loss through clown, puppet,
and adventure. You can follow this project at
emilyclarezempel.com and it will be performed in
October in Beacon, N.Y.
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Jonathan P. Griffith ⋅ I am completing my Naval
service this November and am excited to start a
new, yet unknown, journey! I’ve been stationed at
Commander, Naval Surface Squadron 5 in Bahrain,
an island in the Middle East, with my wife, Tara, for
almost two years. While here, I earned my master’s
degree in organizational leadership this February
and published a free mobile game (www.ovatabay.
com). Tara volunteered helping stray dogs and
cats. We adopted two cats, Frittata and Falfool
(@Frittatathecat on Instagram). We’ve been safe
during COVID-19, but Bahrain was on lockdown all
year, and we canceled our travel plans. Despite the
novel experience of living in a westernized Muslim
country, we are looking forward to moving home.
Bradley R. Grimmer ⋅ After getting engaged in
Maine in September, I got a job at the Kellogg
School of Management in October, so my fiancé
and I moved from New York City to Evanston, Ill.,
in December. We bought our first home in May
and tied the knot in June. Needless to say, it’s been
a busy 10 months! I couldn’t be more excited for
the life we’re building together.
Lauren Roznowski Hayden ⋅ While I will continue
to teach middle school orchestra in Wauwatosa,
Wis., this fall I will also be the director of the
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra’s Sinfonia
Orchestra. I am looking forward to new challenges!
Still enjoying traveling and working on the house
with my wonderful husband, Mike, and our
daughters, Harper and Frances.
Christopher J. Kliethermes ⋅ My wife, Katy, and
I are expecting our first baby girl in a couple
weeks. I’m two years into a position at Wayne State
University and am the medical student clerkship
director and interim chief of service for the
OB-GYN department.
Rachel C. Lucas ⋅ Pandemic year was busy for
us: Justin Kordus and I welcomed Olivia Crea
to our family in August 2020. We moved to the
greater Cincinnati area for me to change direction
in my medical career. I am completing two
fellowships at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital:
pediatric palliative care and hospice and healthcare
quality improvement advanced fellowship. We
continue to hold an annual Matt Orth Memorial
Golf Tournament in St. Cloud, Minn., every first
Saturday in August. Our nonprofit, Orth Memorial,
sends proceeds to a local suicide prevention
program in honor of Travis Orth ’03 and to Matt’s
named scholarship at Lawrence. We wish everyone
health and happiness.
Peter A. Maldonado, Sarah Mohrmann Maldonado
’08 ⋅ All things considered, we did OK since the
last update. Peter is still working from home and
has mastered scrambled eggs plus a few kidfriendly dinners. Sarah is back to work as a surgical
P.A. and grinding it out five-plus days a week.
She sympathizes with your search for life/work
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balance. Oliver (6 years old) is starting first grade
and staunchly in the pro-pineapple on pizza camp.
August (so very 3 years old) has fully embraced his
place as the family joker to garner attention. Newly
arrived last October 2020 is Natalie Jane, who will
probably be walking when this comes out in print.
Yikes.
Henry C. McNeil ⋅ In May I graduated with
a master’s degree in cybersecurity from the
University of Nebraska-Omaha, and I completed
the program with a 4.0 GPA. My capstone project
was on quantum computing and cryptography
and our results can be viewed at https://github.
com/Vidmaster/cybr8950-quantum. It was a
busy month, as I also completed a professional
certification the same month, the Certified Secure
Software Lifecycle Professional (CSSLP), and
was promoted to a new role as product security
engineer at Tango Card. I’m excited to relax and be
done with school forever (again), until that Ph.D.
starts calling my name.
Laura K. Muller ⋅ I’m livin’ the dream, folks. Hope
you’re all dandy. Let’s visit some time! Love your
guts, Laura.
Lou E. Perella ⋅ This past year I decided to begin
my mid-life crisis early. I figured, “What the heck?
What’s one more anxiety-induced ulcer?” After
several months of leather pants, erotic yet classy
tattoos, a new Peloton clothes drying rack, an
earring, fanny packs for every day of the month,
and the finest aged grenadine for the fanciest
Lou E. Perellas ever made, I snapped myself out
of my pandemic funk, moved my family to Austin,
Texas, and took a job as an executive chef. Now
I am living the dream! I see my growing daughter
and amazing wife less, work long hours during a
severe labor shortage, and pay double the worth of
our apartment because, you know, housing bubble.
Maybe I’ll buy a sick-ass Vespa ...
Meghan C. Phillipp ⋅ This past year has been such
a rollercoaster on so many levels, but despite
some of the terrible things that have transpired
in the world, I am personally so grateful for some
of the opportunities I have been allotted. I was
accepted and began pursuing my M.B.A. as part
of Loyola University Chicago’s Baumhart Scholars
program, which is focused on the intersection
of profit and purpose. In late October of 2020, I
got married in a small ceremony in the backyard
of our new home with just our families present.
And we recently welcomed the newest member
of our family, Bruno, our 2-year-old rescue dog, to
our home. Hoping all my fellow Lawrentians has
remained safe, healthy and well!
Nicole D’Asta Taylor ⋅ I just left Lettuce Entertain
You after over a decade to be the office manager
and staff accountant at MXOTech, a womanowned MSP tech company in Chicago. I also
just recently finished my first term of graduate

school at SNHU, where I am pursuing a master’s
degree in accounting. I still live in the suburbs of
Chicago with my husband, Hunter, our daughter,
Emmaline, and our dog, Ashes.
Herman Alex Weck ⋅ I am proud to be growing
communities around renewable energy. Now in
my 15th year in the wind energy industry, I have
recently accepted a project developer position with
Scout Clean Energy of Boulder, Colo.
In accordance with Lawrence’s liberal arts
teachings, I ain’t stoppin’ at one occupation.
You gotta have a side hustle.
After over a decade of advocacy in
Massachusetts, my partner, Laura (Wesleyan
’09), and I are excited to be joining solidarity
movements in Minneapolis—particularly in the
food systems and bike repair worlds. Having
moved back to Minnesota in late 2020, the
potential for change seems endless, but the
barriers significant.
Keegan White ⋅ I am still loving working for the
LU admissions office, based from my home
on Chicago’s southwest side. It was a long 18
months of not being able to visit campus or see
students and colleagues, but so sweet to be back
this summer and welcome a full class of new
Lawrentians this fall! My wife, Shannon, and I are
excepting our second child in early 2022, and our
daughter, Ellie. just celebrated her second birthday.
Life is good, and we appreciate it more than ever!
Allison Yakel ⋅ After bowing out of academia,
I took a position as the language services director
at the University of Texas Harris County Psychiatric
Center in Houston. It is an acute-care inpatient
psychiatric hospital. I arrange for interpretation
services in languages other than English and
spend most of my days interpreting Spanish/
English. I also work part-time as a computational
linguist alongside the language engineers at
Amazon, in which I spend time helping to train
Amazon Lex chatbots to use different dialects
of Spanish. I also recently published a bilingual
children’s activity book. I currently live just outside
of Galveston, Texas, with my partner and our dogs.

2008
Anne M. Aaker ⋅ I’m leaving the world of fashion
copywriting (which I’ve inhabited, both grudgingly
and gratefully, for the last 10 years) to get my
master’s degree in library science at UW–Madison
this fall. I cannot wait to be a public librarian.
Meanwhile, I’ve been enjoying a very wild native
garden and life with my main man, Bryan. We just
put solar panels on our house. Hard to know what
helps the planet at this point, but we are trying our
best. Two tips for you: plant an oak tree and don’t
cut down your garden in the fall (some great bugs
over winter in there)! That’s all from me. Live long
and prosper.

David N. Abeling-Judge ⋅ My wife and I are
expecting our second daughter, due in
December 2021.
Joy A. M. Bastian ⋅ I earned my Master of Arts
in coaching and athletic administration from
Concordia University–Irvine in February. In June,
I got married to Nicholas Bastian in Ellison Bay,
Wis. Three LU cross country teammates were
bridesmaids: Clare Shinners ’08, Colleen Detjens ’07,
and Rachel Lucas ’06. Nick and I are planning a
honeymoon in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, and we
both coach at Gibraltar Secondary School in
Fish Creek, Wis.
Alexander P. Cohen ⋅ I married my fiancée, Hema
Patel, on July 9. The wedding ceremony was held in
Central Park.
Catherine B. Frazier ⋅ My husband, Tyler, and
I welcomed our baby boy into the world in August
2020 and our first year as parents has flown by!
We are enjoying and greatly appreciating living
near family in Green Bay, Wis.
Russell M. Geisthardt, Laura Christine Berger
Geisthardt ⋅ Russell and I have moved to Ohio!
After six years working at Keysight Technologies
in California, Russell has started a new job as
chief metrologist at Bird Technologies outside of
Cleveland. Our twins will start kindergarten in the
fall, and I will use my newfound free time to do
renovations on the new house and spend time
with our puppy, Cheddar!
Mallory J. Giesen ⋅ After postponing twice due to
COVID-19, my husband, Spencer, and I finally got
married on Oct. 9, 2020. We hope to celebrate our
first anniversary by going on our (also postponed)
honeymoon to the Maldives. I am still working
as a financial advisor with Edward Jones and am
currently studying for my CFP designation.
Emily M. Gonzalez ⋅ My husband, Billy Lewand,
and I bought our first home in Salem, Mass., in
May 2020. I’m still working as an archivist for
the City of Cambridge but am looking to leave
the archives field and make a career transition
in the next year. Our cat, June, is 5 years old and
continues to rule the house (and our hearts).
Gregory A. Haas ⋅ My partner, Elise, and I just
had a baby boy named Emile Gabriel Grant Haas
this past December, and we moved to Park Slope
in Brooklyn, N.Y. So excited to be able to go to
the park and play with little Emile and be out and
about in NYC now that the world has begun to
return to some sort of normalcy. I am also working
as senior growth manager at a real estate tech
brokerage called Triplemint.
Kate E. Hatlak ⋅ I’ve continued to live in
Chicago, working in graduate medical education
accreditation. My biggest accomplishment is that
I received my Doctor of Education in educational
leadership and management. Finishing up

my coursework and capstone project during a
pandemic was interesting, but it feels good to
be done! I’ve been using my newly freed-up time
to get back into reading for fun, which is super
enjoyable!
Melanie A. Heindl ⋅ My husband, Michael,
and I live in the Bayview neighborhood of
Milwaukee. We welcomed our baby boy, Kellen
Larson Stearns, into our lives on July 28, 2020.
I completed my doctorate in art therapy—focusing
on anti-oppressive and trauma-informed clinical
practice—in December of 2020. I currently work
as a clinical supervisor overseeing a team of
therapists in a mental health clinic and serve
as adjunct faculty in a graduate art therapy and
community counseling program.
Doris Kim ⋅ I will be graduating from my minimally
invasive surgery fellowship at University of
California–Davis. I will be starting as a bariatric
and foregut surgery attending with joint appoint in
Rockford, Ill., and University of Illinois–Chicago in
the fall.
Emily K. Meranda ⋅ I completed coursework for
my elementary teaching license and have passed
all qualifying exams. I have been hired to teach
kindergarten in Stafford, Va. She and her partner,
Dan, continue to learn the highs and lows of firsttime home ownership.
Meghan E. Sapia ⋅ My husband and I welcomed
our first kiddo! Wilder Sapia made his debut Feb. 7
at 7 pounds 5 ounces. Lawrence Class of 2043 here
he comes!
Christopher W. Wright ⋅ I am delighted to
announce that I married JulieAnne Behar in an
intimate pandemic elopement on Oct. 2, 2020
on Camano Island, Wash. We are celebrating our
marriage with close family and friends this Labor
Day. JulieAnne and I are loving our new home in
White Salmon, Wash.

2010
Jessica L. Adams ⋅ I married Nicholas Fischer in
a small backyard ceremony on Oct. 3, 2020. The
two of us met in Lodi, Calif., while working on a
juvenile fish monitoring program for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.
Alice M. Baker ⋅ In 2020, I moved back to eastern
Iowa (Bettendorf) with my husband, Jake, and
my kids, Sally (4) and Juniper (2), to be closer to
family. Having spent a few years as a third and
fourth grade teacher, I took an unexpected position
as an elementary teacher librarian and loved it! I
get to build my own interdisciplinary curriculum
with purposeful play using LEGO lessons, robots,
coding, lots of books, and a STEM lab/makerspace
in the works. We spent this summer gardening,
cycling, and sharing beers on the deck.

Theresa C. Iacullo, Jonathan D. Steffen ’16
Theresa C. Iacullo (originally Class of 2010,
graduated 2015) and Jonathan D. Steffen (Class of
2016) are thrilled to announce their marriage on
Oct. 10, 2020! Working together through Lawrence
as non-traditional students taught us so much
about ourselves! We’ll always remember our time
at Lawrence together with fondness and gratitude!
Maura Cook Lamensky, Travis J. Lamensky
Maura (Cook) and Travis Lamensky welcomed
the arrival of their daughter, Modesta Sabine
Lamensky, on June 24. Maura, Travis, and big
brother, Caz, are thrilled with the addition of
“Destie Bean” to their family.
Christopher J. McGeorge ⋅ I helped form one of
the first worker-owned cooperative video game
and entertainment art studios in the U.S. In 2020,
I started organizing summits to support other
worker-owned studios around the world and, in
2021, we formed the Federation of Worker-Owned
Game Studios (FWGS), comprised of over 14
cooperative studios in five countries.
Anna M. Riehle ⋅ After graduating from Georgia
Tech with an M.B.A. and M.S. in analytics, I am
back in D.C. where I am working as a senior data
analyst at Capital One.
Lindsay Rachel Schwartz Miiller ⋅ My husband,
Glenn, and I welcomed our first child, Hazel
Juliet Miiller, on April 7! We are very tired, but
enjoying our new family of three! I’m still working
as a middle school orchestra teacher and am
so hopeful we won’t have to do anymore online
school! Teaching during the pandemic was
stressful, but also good for finding new ways to
teach students. I am still working with former cello
professor Janet Anthony and friend Jordan King ’10
on our nonprofit, Blume Haiti (www.blumehaiti.
org). Life in Fargo, N.D., is great and I am savoring
this summer off with my daughter!

2012
Cameron D. Blegen ⋅ I joined a family medicine
practice with Aurora Health Care in Port
Washington, Wis., and my wife, Maggie, joined
an emergency medicine group in the Milwaukee
metro area in the fall of 2020 after completing our
residency training in St. Paul. We are now living in
Cedarburg, Wis., and are excited to add another
boy to the family this September to join our son,
Warren (born Feb. 2, 2020), and mini-labradoodle,
Bucky.
Megan J. Childs ⋅ After almost a decade abroad, I
moved back to the U.S. with my husband and my
children (now 2 and 4) just before the pandemic
struck. We were very fortunate to return to the U.S.
before travel restrictions began or we might still be
in Iraq today! We moved to the Detroit metro area,
and I was able to find an EL teaching job while my
husband worked factories. After pinching pennies
for a year during lockdown, we were able to buy
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our first house this past winter and are now feeling
more settled! This fall I will move to a first grade
homeroom position within the same school, which
will be another kind of adventure.
Erin Fredrick Conklin, Phillip C. Conklin ⋅ We
were delighted to welcome baby Jacob Phillip on
Nov. 20, 2020! 2020 also brought Phillip starting
his M.B.A. program at Northwestern Kellogg and
our first home purchase in Chicago. In 2021 we’re
looking forward to seeing family and friends and
exploring this bright new world with baby Jacob.
Gwendolyn E. Curtis-Ehrhart, Alex Pergams ⋅ My
husband, Alex, and I moved to Westchester, Ill.,
this past spring with our three fur babies. I also
started a new job last October and am now the
director of client experience for Urban Wellness,
which offers private practice mental health
counseling.
Bridget C. Donnelly ⋅ In 2020, I defended my
dissertation and received my Ph.D. in English
literature from the University of North CarolinaChapel Hill. I am now an assistant professor of
English, specializing in British literature of the long
18th-century at Middle Tennessee State University
in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Hilary K. Haskell ⋅ I graduated with a master’s
degree in education policy and management with a
focus on equity from the Harvard Graduate School
of Education in May 2021.
Alexander P. Johnson ⋅ My partner, Amy, and I
have been living and working in Nashville, Tenn.,
for the past two years. During this time, I taught
music composition, theory, and aural skills at
Belmont University while Amy completed a
master’s degree at Vanderbilt University. We are
excited to move back to Oregon this summer to
be closer to family and to enjoy the local wine and
beer scenes.
Vincent P. Johnson ⋅ I’m working with the record
keeper in Milwaukee and still keeping my hand
on the piano ... Empower Retirement is a great
opportunity for us all ... I appreciate hearing from
all my classmates.
Mallory J. Koula ⋅ I asked Henry to marry me on
the top of Marshall Mountain in Missoula, Mont.
He said yes!! We look forward to celebrating more
after we both graduate in the spring of 2022. I will
be finishing my family medicine residency, and
Henry will be graduating PT school. We plan to
stay in Montana.
Samuel R. Lewin ⋅ After spending four years in
the Big Apple, my partner and I are moving to
Philadelphia, where she’s starting a post-doc
fellowship. Let me know if you find yourself in
town! I’m all good—still working in public health,
staying healthy, and excited to start playing music
with people again soon.
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Patrick J. McMonagle ⋅ I recently started a new
position at 3M in February 2020 as a quality
engineer for the food safety division. I bought a
house in the Twin Cities area this past spring and
am happily moved in!
Csilla B. Megyeri ⋅ I recently started a new job as
the director of social services at Lakeview Pantry
in Chicago. Lakeview Pantry is one of Chicago’s
largest and longest operating food pantries. Its
mission is to eliminate hunger and poverty in the
community, by providing food and empowering
individuals to gain independence through
innovative programs. Here, I manage a group of
counselors and social workers, providing both
therapy and case management services to folks.
I am very grateful for this new adventure, especially
seeing the passion that this organization has for
helping people.

Conservatory admissions at Lawrence and Isaac
is teaching middle school band and kindergarten
music in the Winneconne Community School
District.
Ariana Flood Thelen ⋅ I continue my career as
a mental health therapist, transitioning to fully
telehealth March of 2020 and opening my own
practice March of 2021. I serve primarily older
adults and have enjoyed my work for many years.
My husband, Timothy Thelen, and I are happily
expecting our first child in September of 2021.
Alexis A. VanZalen ⋅ Last fall, I fulfilled a dream
of completing my Ph.D. in musicology at the
Eastman School of Music, with a dissertation
about the influence of Catholic reform on the
development of French organ music in the
17th-century. I’m currently back home in western
Michigan, where I’m building a career in nonprofit
program development. Cheers to the curiosity
and love of learning that brought so many of us
to Lawrence and that’s helping me navigate these
professional twists and turns!

Valerie R. Nelson-Ray, Caleb E. Ray ⋅ My husband,
fellow alum Caleb Ray, and I moved to Denver this
summer with our daughter, Sigrid, after Caleb’s
graduation with a master’s degree in global policy
studies and a Juris Doctorate from the University
of Texas-Austin. Caleb will work as a lawyer in a
small firm while I will continue to work as the
director of the Project Management Organization
(PMO) for Austin, Texas-based Iodine Software
while also managing the company’s mergers and
acquisitions. I will continue my executive M.B.A.
studies from Duke’s Fuqua School of Business and
will graduate in May 2022.

2014

Olivia M. Quintanilla ⋅ After graduating I moved to
Minneapolis, where I run my personal business as
a private music teacher and artist with a variety of
projects. I joined Useful Jenkins (Jamgrass) in 2015
as a solo fiddling cello player, headlining regional
festivals and venues in the Midwest. I have been
balancing both performer and educator since,
and am currently working on a solo EP and other
studio projects. Other notable music projects
I have been a part of include Blas Maela (IrishAmericana), Burbillies (bluegrass-style ’80s cover
band), Smokin Joe (acoustic rock) and Ironstar
(rock). You can find my recorded music on Spotify,
YouTube and on my website, www.Oliviastrings.com.

Kaitlyn A. Abdul ⋅ For the past year, I have helped
build a nonprofit organization that specializes
in supporting first generation and low-income
students. CareerSpring is a national organization
committed to unlocking the employment
potential of first generation college students by
providing career information, social capital, and
job placement services through an online career
platform. To fulfill this commitment, CareerSpring
seeks individuals and organizations willing to
volunteer their time to consult with students
and give them professional advice. Search
CareerSpring on all social media platforms, or visit
our website, www.CareerSpring.org, if you’d like to
contribute or learn more.

David E. Rubin ⋅ In July, I stepped into a new
position as artistic director at musiConnects, a
nonprofit chamber music residency in Boston’s
Roslindale and Mattapan neighborhoods. I spend
my time performing with a range of orchestral,
contemporary music, and historical instrument
ensembles throughout Boston and Providence,
R.I., and teaching a studio of young violinists who
continually surprise and delight.
Mary Kate E. Smith, Isaac E. Schwartz ’11 ⋅ After
graduating from Lawrence, we moved to Fargo,
N.D., where we both taught music. We got married
at LU in 2018, completed master’s degrees at
Ithaca College in 2019, and then moved back to
Appleton, where we bought our first home. In April
of 2021, we welcomed Asher, our first child! Mary
Kate is currently working as interim director of

Amel T. Abbas ⋅ I recently started working as a
physician assistant in Midwest Neurosurgery,
assessing and treating patients with brain and
spine issues. It sure keeps me on my toes, but it’s
been very rewarding!

Anna Buchholz Bagiackas ⋅ Greetings! I am
still living in Germany with my husband, Tom
Bagiackas, and we are thrilled to be traveling
around Europe again after a very long and
restrictive lockdown. I am working as a writer and
editor at Stars and Stripes Europe and running
my freelance editing business. We hope to run
the Athens marathon later this year, and we are
looking forward to traveling back to the States this
fall to be reunited with our families and friends!
Madeline L. Bunke ⋅ I’ve spent the last several
years balancing my acting career with various day
jobs in Chicago. My favorite of these was working
as a standardized patient, testing nervous medical
students on their communication skills, until my
center was shut down due to COVID-19. Now,

I spend my days filming audition tapes in the
kitchen and proofreading transcripts in the living
room. I send love to all my fellow Lawrentians and
hope our class gets an in-person reunion one of
these years. Keep calm and carry a big stick, right?
Wait ...
Nicole M. Cardarella-Gasper, Tyler J. CardarellaGasper ⋅ After a decade of dating, Tyler and I
finally got married on March 21. Our original
wedding was rescheduled due to the pandemic,
but we had a beautiful and small celebration in
Minnesota. We both chose to hyphenate our last
names, so now we are the Cardarella-Gasper
household!
Claire Conard, Pat Mangan ’15 ⋅ As of Aug. 21,
Pat and I will be married! After multiple date
changes and venue cancellations in Appleton
due to COVID-19, our wedding will take place
in Milwaukee. Pat graduated from DePaul Law
School in May 2021 and currently works in the legal
department at the City of Chicago. I reached my
two-year anniversary working in fundraising for
Writers Theatre in Glencoe, Ill., over the summer.
We are excited to finally have neither of us in
school and have more time to play board games
and hang with friends and family!
Stephanie L. Courtney ⋅ I’ve been diligently
balancing the equally important duties of pursuing
a Ph.D. in climate change communication in
Alabama and managing my dog’s IG account,
@spud__lite (that’s two underscores, we’re
working on it).
Catherine M. DeMets ⋅ This fall, my fiancé and
I are both starting our second year of Ph.D.
programs at UW–Madison. Turns out that creating
sustainability and justice in our food systems
is a lifelong endeavor! Despite perpetual career
uncertainty, life is rich and happy with our two
pups, endless cooking, and forays into nature as
frequently as possible. Warm wishes to my fellow
Lawrentians—I hope you are finding joy!
Chelsea F. Gans ⋅ Pre-COVID-19, I managed to get
in a lot of travel, including Finland, Dubai, and a
tour of Southeast Asia! I’ve been working for the
same healthcare software company (Epic) since
graduation and love the challenge every day. I’m
still polyamorous. I’m now living abroad in Bristol,
England, with my boyfriend, Dion. Hoping to come
visit Steven, Myles, and others in the states soon!
Meghan G. Keenan ⋅ A lot has changed for me in
the past year. I got engaged to Antonio Washington
in October 2020. We have a new puppy named
Penny, and we bought our first house in July.
After working the last three years as a special
education English teacher at Hiawatha Academies
in Minneapolis, I will be transitioning this year to a
new role as a literacy intervention specialist.

Rachel M. Lizzadro-McPherson ⋅ After marrying
my husband in 2017, graduating from UW–Stevens
Point in 2018 (B.S. in psychology and minor
in child, youth and family studies), having my
beautiful daughter in January 2020, and earning
my master’s degree in education in May of 2021,
I am continuing on to earn my specialist degree
and license as a practicing school psychologist.
I should be fully in practice in the fall of 2023. We
are hoping to add another member to the Frank
family (Lizzadro-McPherson) before then! I am
looking forward to serving the school community
and advocating for our students on all fronts. Most
importantly, I have two beautiful Shiba Inus, Yoshi
and Rosalina, to tend to regularly! I hope you are
all thriving, as well!
Michael A. Mangian, Chelsea K. Mangian
Chelsea, Cameron, and I are doing splendid in
Appleton! We hope you can all visit in person
soon! The Lawrence campus would greatly benefit
if more alumni voices were heard by this new
administration about the systemic issues facing
Lawrentians (racism, sexual assault, etc.). Please
reach out and make sure our concerns are heard.
Nathaniel M. Nichols-Weliky-Fearing ⋅ My wife
and I welcomed our son, Grayson, into the world!
It’s been such an awesome experience seeing
him explore and grow up so fast. I also started a
new job at a startup called Stagetime. We are the
professional network for the performing arts—
check us out!
Kevin M. Specht ⋅ In January 2020, I enlisted in the
Army to be a tuba player in the 126th Army Band
of the Michigan National Guard. In the summer
of 2020, I attended basic combat training at Fort
Jackson, S.C., where I was the oldest soldier in my
platoon. The summer of 2021 is being spent at
the Army School of Music in Virginia Beach, Va.
Elena and I are going to have a baby girl arriving
this fall. I am still teaching elementary music and
band at Concord Community Schools in Concord,
Mich. Still living very happily in Lansing, Mich.
Our golden retriever, Tucker (named after Tristan
Tucker ’14), had a corn cob surgically removed in
2020, and like his namesake, is loving, playful, and
loyal.
Schuyler T. Thornton ⋅ I graduated with my Doctor
of Musical Arts in flute performance from Rutgers
University’s Mason Gross School of the Arts in
May. I am currently teaching and performing in the
NYC metro area and am enjoying serving on the
LUAA Board of Directors.
Elizabeth T. Vidulich ⋅ 2020–21 highlights:
moved to Mount Horeb, Wis., (the troll capital
of the world!), started a new job that I love (I am
apparently passionate about technical writing?),
got an unsalvagably bad haircut and then shaved
my head, started painting and playing guitar
(both poorly), played over 300 hours of Stardew
Valley, went backpacking at Pictured Rocks with
Chelsea Johnson ’14. Looking forward to: being a

bridesmaid in Tara Jensen ’14’s wedding in August,
road tripping from Denver to Las Vegas in the
fall, seeing a lot more of my family on the East
Coast (especially my precious niece, Evelyn!) and
continuing to eat at Culver’s at least once a month.
Eryn Wecker ⋅ Hello, fellow 2014 graduates. Time
flies. I live in my native Portland, Ore., with my
elderly dog son, Radish, and work in marketing for
an animal hospital. I hope everyone is doing well
and hope to see you soon.
Michael S. Wennerstrom ⋅ I helped launch Jeff
Bezos into space at Blue Origin! Currently focusing
on metal 3-D printing for aerospace applications.
Loving time with Megan, my wife, and our dog,
Chubby. Missing the good times with all my friends
in Sustainable Lawrence University Gardens,
physics, and the trombone studio. Please reach
out and let’s catch up!

2016
Lissa C. Ballo ⋅ Hi, friends! I’m currently living
in Chi-town; hit me up if you’re ever in the area.
Luckily, amidst the pandemic, I’ve maintained
my 9–5 admin position in property management
which I’ve been doing for about two years now.
I’ve moved in over the summer with my partner
of three years, and our family has grown with two
blue Russian cat babies, Pep and Momo. I cannot
say the pandemic or past year was easy, but it’s
been so rewarding on my side hustle game. I am
currently painting and showing my art in a full-on
art gallery in September. And I have two pop-up
shops this August, and I’m excited to meet other
creatives and entrepreneurs here in the city. Give
me a follow on those socials @liib.kind.
Galen W. Dods ⋅ I am melting. Having moved to
Durham, N.C., at the beginning of the summer,
I’ve been battered by heat and hurricanes. This fall,
I’ll be finishing my master’s degree in bioethics
and science policy at Duke. Then, it’s off to do who
knows what.
Rachel L. Feltes ⋅ I finished my master’s degree
in human-centered design and engineering from
the University of Washington where I was working
in tech accessibility while taking night classes. I’m
currently working a remote job in UX and taking
some time to traverse the U.S. before deciding
where to set down roots.
Paul J. Gutmann ⋅ I am looking forward to fewer
restrictions and (hopefully) singing without a mask
as I enter my final year of my graduate studies in
opera performance at Oklahoma City University.
And as of May 18, I am now an uncle!
Jonathan P. Hanrahan ⋅ Sarah Axtell ’17 and
I bounced out of Brooklyn, over past the Alleghenies
into Pittsburgh. We bought a house together,
mainly so that we can finally adopt the two-plus
dogs we’ve been jonesing for. (Dogs still TK.)
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I wrapped up my time at WNYC’s On the Media and have since been flitting
between culinary jobs. Be well, take care, drive your stupid car less.
Abigail C. Hindson ⋅ I weathered the past year of pandemic times by
hunkering down with my four wonderful housemates in our community
house in southeastern Minneapolis. We’ve now got an angelic golden
retriever puppy (my housemates’ dog) and a food-crazy cat named Clover
who can open cupboards (mine). Since February 2020 I’ve been working
at CLUES, a nonprofit that serves the Latino community in Minnesota.
I coordinate a community garden, assist with our food distributions and help
people apply for health insurance. This summer I’ve been enjoying taking my
cat for walks, making elaborate meals with my partner, bicycle riding at night,
and also learning the banjo. I’m excited to adopt another cat in September!
Corby E. Johnson ⋅ After graduating with an M.A. in international affairs
from The New School in New York, I recently moved to Washington, D.C.,
to start as an assistant program officer working on Central Asia with the
National Endowment for Democracy.
Tracy J. Johnson ⋅ I recently obtained my LSW (Licensed Social Worker)
certification. I also recently began a job as a hospice social worker in the
Chicago area!

I’m grateful for my liberal arts education and
believe it has been instrumental to the success
I’ve had so far on my career path. This is the
reason why I’ve decided to include a gift for
Lawrence in my retirement planning and join
Legacy Circle. Legacy Circle is a great way to
give back to Lawrence and create your own
personal legacy that will help ensure that
Lawrence remains a strong and vibrant liberal
arts college for future generations. I hope
you, too, will find your own reason “why” it is
important to support Lawrence.
—Mohit Gupta ’11
Join Mohit in the
Lawrence-Downer Legacy Circle.
Visit legacygiving.lawrence.edu
to learn more.

Tahnee Marquardt ⋅ I am moving to Sweden. After graduation, I moved
to Oxford, U.K., in 2016 to work as a research assistant with the Oxford
Mindfulness Centre at the University of Oxford. I had left the future wide
open and, after one year, got a job with the National Health Service, the
U.K.’s public universal healthcare provider, in Oxford. I worked as a clinical
research assistant, embedding mental health research into clinical teams
and facilitating studies on depression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and
other areas with service users living with these conditions. Jump to 2021 and
I have been promoted twice, still working in the same department except
I am now a team manager, which gives me more influence when it comes
to embedding mental health research in the NHS. I really enjoy healthcare
research; it takes academia into an applied setting, making the research
relevant for those who live and work on the ground. Due to the pandemic
we have been supporting a vaccine trial as well as mental health research,
which has been a huge challenge for all of us, though it makes me feel that
I am involved in topical projects (and as we know now, Novavax seems to be
effective so yay!). I wish there was more non-work to report. I started playing
roller derby a few years ago but that, of course, is currently on hold. I’ll
hopefully be able to report back on this soon.
Charles G. Martin ⋅ I finished up my time teaching chemistry this summer,
along with a trip to Boston to visit Gabi Makuc ’17 and Sarah Coffman ’16.
Starting this fall, I am attending the School of Theology at the University of
the South in Sewanee, Tenn., to earn a Master of Divinity in preparation for
ordination in the Episcopal Church.
Emma M. Micinski, Owen Cook ⋅ Owen and I got married Oct. 10, 2020,
in the Madison Arboretum! It was a beautiful day. We had to reduce our
guest list from 75 to 10 because of COVID-19 and drastically change our
plans. Despite that, we ended up with a beautiful and simple ceremony.
I am starting my sixth year of teaching math and science this fall and
continue to crochet and make art as much as I can.
Jenny M. Niedenfuehr ⋅ I have relocated to Houston, Texas, from Rockville,
Md., and I have purchased my first house with my fiancee, David. I made
a career change and held a research associate position at University of
Maryland for over a year. I am now currently a social science blog editor
and am pursuing a master’s degree in public health in social and behavioral
sciences where I hope to become a health educator.
Lucinda C. Pipkin ⋅ I am currently working with Youth Performance Company
in St. Paul, coordinating their summer theatre class programming. I plan
to substitute teach this fall, while pursuing the second year of my M.S. in
secondary education teacher preparation, concentration in social studies,
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Christopher ’13, Cameron, and Finnegan Skinner.
(Submitted Photo)

at Metropolitan State University. I live in southern
Minneapolis with my partner, Manton, and our
cat, Squeak.
Achamaporn Punnanitinont ⋅ I recently just
finished my first year of Ph.D. program in
biomedical sciences and got matched into
Dr. Jill Kramer’s laboratory in the Department of
oral biology at University at Buffalo. My primary
research will be exploring the role of toll-like
receptor 7 on the disease onset of Sjogren’s
syndrome. I am beyond excited to be working
in an immunology lab!
Perrin C. Tourangeau ⋅ I graduated from the
University of Virginia School of Law in May 2021.
I am clerking for Justice Richard Gabriel of the
Colorado Supreme Court this year (2021–22) and
then will clerk for Judge Pamela Harris of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit during the 2022 term (2022–23). Currently
am spending most of my free time mountain
biking and skiing in Colorado!
Sofie Y. Yang ⋅ Hi, Lawrentians! After graduating,
I moved to Chicago for my master’s degree in
violin performance at DePaul University and two
years in the Civic Orchestra. In 2019, I joined
my partner, Juan Sebastian, in Kalamazoo,
Mich., where I had successful auditions for
the Kalamazoo Symphony and West Michigan
Symphony (and many unsuccessful ones) and
gathered a teaching studio of 25 students. My new
activity from the pandemic is Pokemon Go. We’re
now moving to Eugene, Ore., as Juan begins his
D.M.A., so I hope to see anyone out on the west
coast. I’ll be associate concertmaster of the Rogue
Valley Symphony and am eager to keep playing
with others and adapting the classical music
world. Stay healthy, happy, and safe!

2018
Emma M. Arnesen ⋅ Coming up this fall, I will
have been living and working in D.C. for two years.
I am the scheduler for my member of Congress
back home in Illinois. Working for the government
has been extremely interesting—especially having
teleworked the majority of the time I have been
in D.C.—and I’ve learned so much about the
inner workings of a congressional office and how
legislation is introduced. I’ve also been lucky
enough to meet up with a few LU alumni!

Hailey M. Bomar ⋅ I am living in Iowa City,
Iowa, with Linder Wendt ’19. I started a graduate
program in the fall of 2020 in the College of Public
Health at University of Iowa. We have both enjoyed
the contrast of the Big Ten to our undergraduate
experience and are so grateful for the many
opportunities we had at Lawrence, as well as the
encouragement to grow as lifelong learners! We
have stayed in touch with many other Lawrentians
and have been lucky to host, and be hosted, by
friends as we follow our various paths wherever
they take us.
Kiah C. Combs ⋅ This fall I will be starting as
a preschool teacher for a Head Start program
in East Palo Alto, Calif. Head Start is a federal
program that provides high quality early childhood
education programs for children from low-income
families from birth to age 5. I will be leading a
preschool-aged room to provide quality, engaging,
and meaningful experiences with a special
emphasis on my field of study, biology. As part
of my job description, I will also be mentoring a
number of other teachers in providing exceptional
education, working closely with families to create
a consistent and supportive learning environment
for the children, and continuing my studies in early
childhood education.
Megan S. Corum ⋅ I recently bought my first
house in Duluth, Minn., with my partner. I’m also
finishing up my master’s degree in water resources
science with Donn Branstrator ’87, studying
invasive zooplankton.
Aislynn D. Friederichs, Trevor Spina ’17 ⋅ On June
26, Trevor and I got married! Lawrence brought
us together and we couldn’t be happier! Trevor
is a chemist at Medline, and I recently graduated
with my master’s degree in clinical counseling and
am currently a neuropsychological examiner at a
private practice in the Chicagoland area.
William John Gill ⋅ For the last three years, I’ve
been living in Mönchengladbach, Germany,
about halfway between Düsseldorf and the Dutch
border with Germany. After being sent here on a
Fulbright three years ago, I decided to stick around
afterwards to pursue a master’s degree in cultural
management and pedagogy, which I’m on track to
finish in the spring of 2022. Besides my studies,
I’ve kept myself busy building Sublet Radio, an
internet radio station I founded here, planning
and installing art exhibitions at various galleries
in Düsseldorf, organizing parties/cultural events
(pre-COVID-19, of course), and building picture
frames. Warm greetings to all my classmates, my
professors, and Bob Guzman from DE!
Oswaldo Gomez ⋅ Hi, friends! Here are some
updates on me. After LU, I went to work for an
immigrant rights advocacy organization in my
hometown of Chicago. I worked there for two
years serving detained and formerly detained
unaccompanied immigrant children. However,
in the summer of 2020, I switched paths and
went back to my bread-and-butter: community

organizing. I have been working as a police
accountability organizer since then, fighting to
bring police reform to Chicago. This fall I will start
a full-time master’s degree in public policy at the
University of Chicago. Please reach out to me if
you are curious about organizing or other parts
of the work I have done. Always happy to connect
folks.
Jennifer M. Hanrahan ⋅ I continue to chill out
in Brooklyn, as I have for the past three years.
Last year I completed training at the Circle in the
Square Theatre School. Lately I have been working
at The Meat Hook, immersed in delicious whole
animal butchery and local produce. My two cats
and I are truly and entirely out here vibing.
Jessica L. Hoyer ⋅ After graduating from Lawrence,
I decided to go back to school for a degree in
web design and development at Anoka Technical
College. I graduated in May of 2020, which was
quite a challenge! However, in January of 2021,
I accepted a role with TekSystems and attended
a 12-week bootcamp before being hired on as
a contractor for Optum where I now work as a
software engineer.
Elena P. Hudacek ⋅ After completing my Fulbright
English Teaching Assistant grant at the National
University of Colombia in 2019, I returned to the
U.S. to obtain an international English teaching
certificate. I had to postpone my plans to return to
Colombia due to the pandemic, but I am excited to
announce that, starting in the fall of 2021, I will be
teaching English at Gimnasio Fontana, a Pre-K-11
bilingual school in Bogotá, Colombia.
Minh Thuy Le ⋅ After graduation, I moved to
Portland, Ore., to work with advancement officers
at Lewis and Clark College. Despite the challenges
of 2020 and the first six months of 2021 (wildfire,
winter storm, heatwave), I am grateful for being
able to work and complete my master’s degree
from home (with my fur colleague, Penelope).
I recently graduated from Lewis and Clark
Graduate School of Education and Counseling
with an M.A. in student affairs administration.
The degree has enabled me to work as the new
student advisor at Portland Community College,
and the program assistant in the international
student services office at Reed College. I’m super
excited to (finally) meet and work with students in
person this upcoming academic year. Gregory and
I also bought our first home here in Portland! It
has been three great years in the Pacific Northwest,
and hopefully many more to come!
Wenchao Liu ⋅ What a journey! After overstaying
my visa, I flew back to Shanghai. It was almost
seven years ago when I flew to the U.S. from
Shanghai and never left until this time. Has it
really been so long? I hope to return to America
and attend Kettering University this fall, if I can still
get a student visa. Until then, I want to visit family
and friends, mostly in Hainan, as it’s my 10th-year
anniversary of high school graduation. Has it really
been so long?
LAWRENCE
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Augustus J. Lowry ⋅ Making the voyage back
to Minneapolis for my sister’s wedding July 31.
While I am around, I hope to see Liam Hoy ’16
somewhere in western Wisconsin. Also, please
keep Jack Lucas ’19 in your hearts as he battles
life’s ups and downs.
Meghan A. Murphy ⋅ I am in Boston.
Charlotte C. Noble ⋅ What a big year for us all!
After surviving 2020, Nicky Ulloa ’17 and
I purchased our first home in Gurnee, Ill., while
I finished my master’s degree in voice performance
at the University of Minnesota. Shortly after
graduation, we were married in my hometown of
Traverse City, Mich. Now back in Gurnee, Nicky
is working for a pharmaceutical company in
Chicago while I teach voice lessons and search for
performance opportunities in the area. Ragnar is
doing great and loving his big yard.
Naomi L. Oster ⋅ I’m writing this because no
one else from the Class of 2018 seems willing to
submit a class note. Here goes: After being voted
“Most likely to Rule the World,” I worked at a bar
and slept on a couch for eight months recovering
from Lawrence. Now, I direct development efforts
at University of Illinois at Chicago’s Center for
Literacy, which does not feel like ruling the world,
but I am in charge! This is a surprise to none
of you.
I am not engaged, and I do not have a baby.
Benjamin E. Peterson ⋅ Tyler Cullitan ’10 still
hasn’t hired me back to the Happy Lobster
Food Truck.
Christian Rodriguez ⋅ After graduation, I pursued
my master’s degree in statistical practice at
Carnegie Mellon University! After graduating
again, I returned home to Chicago and started
my career as a data analyst at IRI. On a weekly
basis, IRI scans over half a billion in sold CPG
products and aggregates that data to provide
their clients with up-to-date market shares. I work
on the sampling and projections team to model
market trends based on our sampled stores. My
work has involved: outlier detection for stores we
collect data from, monitoring our data at a macro
level to ensure our estimates accurately reflect the
market, and transitioning our methodology from a
mainframe-based environment to a server-based one.
Margaret C. Straughan, Jackson C. Straughan ’17
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin–
Madison with a J.D. and a master’s degree in
educational leadership and policy analysis in May,
I accepted an assistant corporation counsel
position with Brown County’s Child Support
Agency. As assistant corporation counsel, I
will be focusing primarily on child support
collection, paternity establishment, and custody
arrangements. My husband, Jackson, just started
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his last year of pharmacy school, and we are in the
process of relocating to the Appleton area for my
work. It is bittersweet to think about returning to
a place that holds so much meaning for the both
of us!
Nijesh Upreti ⋅ At the crux of my passion for
technology and optimism for humanity is a
deep-seated urgency to build resilience and
dispassion in myself for my ego-centered self.
Currently, I am focused on building a path to
mindfully develop habit systems to parse through
my thought traversals and prune unfruitful habit
patterns altogether. I unequivocally am honed
on understanding the nature of intelligence
from a computational perspective. The art in me
has grown beyond mediums, and I have been
deliberately experimenting with building my
mediums through computational art. Sometimes
the fillers’ pourings (though much larger now)
are much less satiating compared to the electric
days and liquid nights spent among all you
beautiful people. The lilac frosts of Walden and the
never-ending soul search, On the Road,amidst the
surfing New England breeze have kept me going
stronger. Please keep in touch if ye’ all are around
Boston/Cambridge, Mass. For only until the flesh
remains, remains the taste of such, and to spend
another day among friends, I traded a spindle of
phasic beauty and propulsive thrust.

2020
Ana L. Bautista Ruiz ⋅ I have been working in
COVID-19 testing at the University of WisconsinMadison since the summer of 2020. It has been an
incredible experience to be a part of the worldwide
effort to tackle the virus and I feel proud to have
done my bit!
Elizabeth A. Bridgwater ⋅ I am currently working
as a research analyst for World Resources Institute,
which is an international NGO and research
organization. I focus on technology to remove
carbon from the atmosphere and on sub-national
climate action.
Ora R. Raymond ⋅ Hi, I hope everybody has been
doing well over the past year! Can you believe
it’s already been a year since we’ve graduated?
As an update, this past year I have been working
at the University of Minnesota Medical School’s
dermatology department as a clinical research
fellow. My research and time in clinic focuses
on patients with alopecia or hair loss. I hope to
see you all soon at our next reunion! :) Please do
not hesitate to reach out if you’re thinking about
moving to Minneapolis and would like some
advice or would like to go for a walk around
the lake!

Nils K. Carlson ⋅ I am working as an English
teacher in Japan. This summer vacation, I will
stay with my parents in a different part of Japan
and will work as an English teacher for a summer
program. It’s unlikely I will work in this field longterm, but we’ll see. I’m thinking of moving back to
the U.S. within a couple years. Although Japan is
mishandling their COVID response, I live in a rural
town with a mayor who has responded very well,
so I’m quite safe. I started playing chess again
after a decade-long hiatus and have increased my
ELO by 300 online (to 1650) in eight months and
would like to play in an over-the-board classical
tournament at some point.
Matthew M. Demers ⋅ I have spent my time since
graduation at home so far. My family and I took
a brief trip out to the Western U.S. to see some
national parks and go camping. COVID-19 has not
been very impactful in the rural area where I live,
but people are still careful, which I’m grateful for.
My plan is to find a job in Montreal or Quebec City
and move to Canada, mostly because I have family
there and because I want to become more fluent
in French. Until I get a job, however, my plan is to
be at home and work on myself and set little goals
for myself. I also miss school a lot and hope all my
peers are doing the best they can be.
Danielle J. Dixon ⋅ I am currently working in
Appleton and have started my master’s degree in
healthcare administration through UW–Milwaukee.
Also happy to say that I am recently engaged to my
high school sweetheart, Tyler!
Alyson M. Fritzmann ⋅ Hello, fellow alumni! Since
last year, I’ve moved to Los Angeles and completed
my first year of the atmospheric and oceanic
science Ph.D. program at UCLA. My sister (Emily
’11) moved with me to continue her last two years
of residency at Cedar Sinai. This past year was
especially challenging given how bad LA was hit
by the pandemic and Em’s proximity to COVID-19
patients, but we learned a lot along the way. We are
looking forward to hearing from and reconnecting
with LU friends this upcoming year :)

down in rural Wisconsin for the past year—which
makes me all the more thrilled to announce that in
September, I’ll be moving to Chelsea, N.Y., for my
dream position in school and family programs at
the Rubin Museum of Art!
Wenjia Hu ⋅ I’m going to start my Ph.D. in human
computer interaction at CMU. Love you all!
Emilia A. Jackson ⋅ I am excited to announce that I
will be beginning a new position as a band director
this fall with the Almond-Bancroft Pre-K-12 School!
Scarlet R. Levy ⋅ Meet Squish! I would like to
introduce everyone to the wonderful addition to
my family as of May of last year. She is a hamster
who loves chewing on things and running around
during floor time. She is adorable (obviously)
and has helped me get through quarantine. Who
wouldn’t want to stay home when you have a little
puff ball to play with?
Katherine A. Mueller ⋅ I’m working as a chaplain
in South Chicago. As a chaplain, I provide spiritual
care in several clinics, and I’m also partnered with
community organizers to get connected to the
environmental work going on in South Chicago.
I’m helping the hospital I’m working under develop
an ecological mapping system for South Chicago
to share stories of ecological-health and belonging
throughout the area. Come fall, I will begin
my second year of seminary, working towards
ordination with a focus on eco-theology. I’ll be
serving as the editor of our seminary’s publication

as well as interning at a small Lutheran church in
South Chicago.

hope to use this experience in my ultimate goal of
being an advisor for Native students.

Jesus Sanchez ⋅ After graduating, it has been a
struggle and stressful to find a job. I am proud
to say that I am going to start supporting boys
of color in after school programming through
Brothers on the Rise. I will be hosting workshops
about positive masculinity and sportsmanship
for middle school-aged boys. I have been eager to
return to my hometown and continue to support
my community by supporting the next generation
of leaders.

Natasha L. Statz ⋅ After a year away from
Lawrence, I decided to pursue my master’s degree
online from SNHU. I chose forensic psychology
as my field of study. I plan to use this degree to
help better the lives of those involved with law
enforcement by improving standards and better
assist those who seek help from law enforcement.
I’m also still in the Fox Valley so that I can continue
living in the area that I love so much. I’ll be helping
with the upcoming LU football season by doing
what I did during my time at LU: filming in the end
zone for home games.

Maria L. Santos ⋅ I’m halfway through grad school
to get my Master of Music in piano pedagogy,
and I got engaged this summer to Alan Mueller!
Couldn’t be happier!
Shelby L. Siebers ⋅ After graduation, I knew
that I wanted to take a break from school before
attending graduate school. During the summer,
I have spent most of my time finding ways to
connect with my family and my community
amidst the pandemic. I am excited to say that
I have recently accepted a position as a youth
development specialist at the Boys and Girls
Club of Menasha, Wis. I am excited to pursue my
passions in providing support and encouragement
to youth who need it the most. I look forward to
making an impact on young people’s lives and

Allegra C. Taylor ⋅ I’m working as a lab animal
technician at Northwestern University and living
in Chicago with other Class of 2020 members,
Alex Dahl, Claire Zimmerman, and Max Craig.
Yuhan Wang ⋅ I started my first job as a
monetization product manager at TikTok and
moved back to Shanghai. Lawrence is a very
special place where I have met so many people
who helped me tremendously along the way!
Jialun Yang ⋅ I am going to study human-computer
interaction for my master’s degree at the University
of Maryland this fall.

Björklunden in Bailey's Harbor. Photo: Rob Kopecky

Olivia D. Greenfield ⋅ Hello! My name is Lily,
and after graduating last spring I’ve returned to
my hometown of Seattle, where I’m working on
building my costume portfolio and finding local
internships in film and television. In the meantime,
I’m tutoring kids through online public schooling
and making masks to sell and donate. I’m still
trying to put down roots in my area, so if you’re a
Lawrence student or alum around Seattle, I’d love
to hear from you!
Tashi A. Haig ⋅ Since Cynfor Lu’s class note was
mistakenly attributed to me in the last issue, I
feel it necessary to submit my own note to clear
the air: I am not, in fact, living it large in Chicago
as a legal assistant. Instead, I’ve been hunkered
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MARRIAGES

DECEASED ALUMNI

Christopher G. Braier ’06 and Jen Sammarco Braier,
Chicago, IL, September 21, 2019.

Arlene Peterson Allen M-D’40, Essexville, MI,
June 10, 2021.

Emily M. Gonzalez ’08 and Billy Lewand, Salem, MA,
November 8, 2019.

Davida Kerr Ericson ’40, Nashville, IN, June 12, 2021.

Claire A. Mangan ’14 and Pat Mangan ’15,
Chicago, IL, August 21, 2021.

Ruth Birkhaeuser Burlingame M-D’42, Boulder, CO,
February 27, 2021.
Lillie Anderson Markham M-D’43, Naples, FL,
June 20, 2021.

BIRTHS & ADOPTIONS
Erin M. Pryor Ackerman ’03 and Albert E. Reiser ’02,
Laramie, Wyoming, a daughter, Ellison,
November 25, 2019.
Julia Brucker Rinehart ’03 and Daniel, Medford,
Massachusetts, a daughter, Claire, July 08, 2021.
Christopher G. Braier ’06 and Jen Sammarco Braier,
Chicago, Illinois, a son, Samuel George, May 9, 2021.
Adam M. Berey ’07 and Rebecca Allen, Seattle,
Washington, a daughter, Rosemary Judith,
August 21, 2021.
Laura M. Milewski ’07 and Zackary D. Tollman ’06,
Oak Park, Illinois, a daughter, Josephine Rosalee,
February 23, 2021.
Jesse A. Weinberg ’07 and Katie, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, a daughter, Clara, June 8, 2020.
Cameron D. Blegen ’12 and Maggie Barnes,
Cedarburg, Wisconsin, a son, Jay Walter,
September 14, 2021.
Zachary A. Kulig ’13 and Courtney, Palatine, Illinois,
a daughter, Addison Molly, March 4, 2021.

1936–2021
Harold H. Meske ’50, New London, WI,
April 7, 2020.
George W. Steed, Jr. ’50 P’75, Lodz, PL, May 3, 2021.
Family includes Daniel Powers ’81; Michael K. Powers
’78; Amy Merriam Steed ’74; George W. Steed III ’75.
Melvin R. Storm ’50, Wheaton, IL, March 27, 2021.
Helen Cramer Francis M-D’51, St. Augustine, FL,
ApriL 29, 2021.

Lawrence University mourns the death of John Ellerman ’58, a Board of
Trustees emeritus who has been actively engaged with the university for
more than six decades.
Ellerman, a veteran of the United States Air Force and economics major
at Lawrence, who went on to great success as a leader and innovator in
the insurance industry. He joined the Lawrence Board of Trustees in
1983 and continued to serve in various leadership capacities for nearly
40 years. He was elected trustee emeritus in 2016.

Thomas K. Jeffery ’64, Naperville, IL, June 7, 2021.
Family includes Kathryn Fagan Jeffery ’62.
Bob P. Lane ’64, Brentwood, CA, June 28, 2021.
Family includes Gwendolyn Law Lane ’64.
Linda Durkin Worcel ’64, Portland, OR, April 27, 2021.
Nancy Held Harwood ’65, St. Petersburg, FL, May 16,
2020. Family includes Colleen E. Held-Messana ’68.

Ellerman’s desire to support Lawrence never waned. Most recently, he was part of the leadership team
of the Full Speed to Full Need endowed scholarship campaign that was launched as part of the justconcluded Be the Light! Campaign.

Timothy F. Noble ’65, Cape May Court House, NJ,
June 9, 2021.

William W. Robertson ’51, Appleton, WI, April 27,
2021. Family includes Susan LaRose Robertson ’55;
Douglas L. Robertson ’52; Malcolm B. Robertson ’55.

Throughout, he led by example.

Dr. Christina Drott Huck ’66, Minneapolis, MN,
July 13, 2021.

Harry R. Elegreet ’52, Albuquerque, NM,
September 20, 2020.

Philanthropic gifts from him and his wife, Judith, frequently supported the Lawrence Fund, as well
as campaigns to bolster Björklunden and the arts. He also was a member of the Lawrence-Downer
Legacy Circle.

Charles C. Jamieson ’66, Dimbovita, RO,
August 16, 2020.

Shirleymae Epstein Lane M-D’47, Minneapolis, MN,
April 2, 2021.

Margaret Scott Murphy ’52, Basking Ridge, NJ,
April 29, 2021.

“There never was a more committed Lawrentian than John,” said Cory Nettles ’92, chair of the Board
of Trustees. “His passion for Lawrence knew no bounds.”

Philip L. Martin ’68, Stillwater, MN, July 20, 2021.
Family includes Lael R. Keiser ’89; Dr. R. Lincoln
Keiser ’59; Victor H. Keiser, Jr. ’51.

Nancy Radke Menefee ’47, Palo Alto, CA,
November 17, 2019.

Rightie Revercomb Pappenheim M-D’52,
Menomonee Falls, WI, March 13, 2021.

Jean Kraft ’48, July 15, 2021.

Teresa Heckl Patzke M-D’52, Loretta, WI,
April 7, 2021.

Ruth Heagle Van Gorden ’46, Neillsville, WI,
June 16, 2021.
Jeanne Albrecht Young M-D’46 P’70, Mayville, WI,
August 21, 2021. Family includes Katherine Young
Harrell ’00; Judith Stanfield Young ’70; Timothy R.
Young ’70.

Theodore S. Roeder ’48, Rosholt, WI, March 5, 2021.
Robert C. Schneider ’48, Appleton, WI,
August 23, 2021.
Thelma Fresen Arquilla ’49, La Quinta, CA,
March 4, 2021.
Robert H. Gollmar, Jr. ’49, Baraboo, WI,
June 11, 2021.
Miriam E. Plank M-D’49, Olmsted Falls, OH,
October 12, 2020.

Dr. Charles G. Reitinger ’52, Gunnison, CO,
July 6, 2021. Family includes Loyd W. Bonneville ’53;
Joanne Bonneville Reitinger ’53.
Shirley Wolf Smith ’52, Madison, WI, June 24, 2021.
Carolyn Troup Atwood Van Laanen ’52, Jacksonville,
FL, March 1, 2021.
Elizabeth Homrighausen Beals M-D’53, Valencia, PA,
March 19, 2021.

Marilyn Giese Bonneson M-D’50, Brookfield, WI,
April 27, 2021.

Rosa Brandl Hansen ’53 P’91 ’83, La Porte, IN,
March 4, 2021. Family includes Daren B. Hansen ’91;
Lisa Bouwer Hansen ’89; Wendy L. Hansen ’83.

Nancy Burlingame Faes M-D’50, St. Helens, OR,
January 1, 2021.

Jean Whitcomb Leister M-D’53, San Jose, CA,
August 14, 2021.

Janice Juve Felker ’50 P’85, St. Paul, MN,
April 11, 2021. Family includes Nancy Felker Nack ’85.

Joanne Chamberlain Leslie M-D’53, July 11, 2021.

Marjorie Bliese Gluckstein ’50, Wauwatosa, WI,
April 27, 2021. Family includes Sarah Marheine
Gluckstein ’09.
Barbara Genrich Hunger ’50, Wausau, WI,
August 20, 2021.
Donald F. Jabas ’50, Appleton, WI, May 29, 2021.
Family includes Elisabeth Foulke Jabas ’48.
FALL 2021

IN MEMORIAM

Helene Altergott Huver ’51, May 11, 2021.

Miss Blaise Gagliano M-D’50, Phoenix, AZ,
August 15, 2021.
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JOHN ELLERMAN ’58

Dr. Kenneth I. Mumme ’54, Orono, ME, July 16, 2021.
Family includes Suzanne Mumme Erdman ’58;
Alice Lalk Mumme ’54.
Ann Martin Brown ’55, February 5, 2021.
Helen Williams Kaiser ’55 P’84, Ocala, FL,
June 18, 2021. Family includes Douglas F. Kaiser ’84;
Nicholas T. Kaiser ’55; Jane Kaiser Reckmeyer ’57;
Charlotte M. Williams ’54.

Gordon E. Hofman ’58, Appleton, WI,
February 22, 2021.
Sue Donaldson Minnis ’58, Altura, MN, June 14, 2021.
K. Ann Dempsey, Ph.D. ’59, St. Louis, MO,
August 9, 2021.
William W. Jenkins, Jr. ’59, Southwest Harbor, ME,
August 3, 2021.

Maureen Donohue Motschman ’55, Appleton,
WI, May 22, 2021. Family includes Isabella G.
Schleisner ’16.

Marjorie Laupp Swain ’59 P’82, Appleton, WI,
April 10, 2021. Family includes Robert W. Swain, Jr. ’59;
Barri Swain Wautlet ’82.

John R. Rauschenberger ’55, Brookfield, WI,
November 15, 2020.

Carol Kade Andler ’61, Lake Barrington, IL,
March 15, 2021. Family includes Donald A. Andler ’59.

Dr. Earl F. Bracker ’56, Charlottesville, VA, June 22,
2021. Family includes Ronan H. Christman ’13.

Susan Mason Vesel ’61, Hibbing, MN, June 15, 2021.

Katharine Bayer Buesing ’56, Long Beach, WA,
February 21, 2021.

Patricia Stilp Smith ’62, Knapp, WI, March 8, 2021.

Ronald Myers ’53 P’79, Wichita, KS, May 29, 2021.
Family includes Patricia Scott Myers ’53;
Scott D. Myers ’79.

Rhea Fitzgerald Boelter ’58, Foxfire Village, NC,
July 23, 2021.

Fredric R. Flom ’63, Addison, TX, June 23, 2021.
Family includes Douglas M. Benton ’91; Eric P.
Bohling ’12; Jennifer Benton Cravens ’88; David W.
Flom ’83; Marijean Meisner Flom ’50; Richard C.
Flom, Jr. ’75; Sarah Flom Kiecker ’82; Betty Flom
Tripp ’49; William H. Tripp ’51.

Dr. James T. Brown, Jr. ’54, April 24, 2021.

Sarah M. Burnham ’58, Napa, CA, July 31, 2021.
Family includes Dr. Barbara Burnham Rider ’54.

Thomas Pearl Lawrence ’63, Mission Hills, KS,
March 30, 2021. Family includes Jonathan L. Pearl ’61.

Margaret Link Grosse ’54, La Grange Park, IL,
June 1, 2021. Family includes Carson E. Becker ’20;
Edward L. Grosse ’54.

Mary Ann Dolven ’58, Idaho Falls, ID,
October 13, 2020.

David W. Robinson ’63, Seneca, SC, May -

Mimi West McAdoo ’54, Sarasota, FL, June 17, 2021.

John H. Ellerman ’58, Phoenix, AZ,
August 20, 2021.

Charles D. Morris ’54, Las Vegas, NV, August 9, 2020.

Don B. Schlaf ke ’56, Tulsa, OK, May 9, 2021.

Beverly R. Hafemeister M-D’58, Cincinnati, OH,
March 24, 2020.

Steven E. Gage ’64, Bellingham, WA,
December 8, 2020.

Gary A. Woelm ’69 P’98, Yuma, AZ, August 2, 2021.
Family includes Susan Woelm Patch ’98.
Dr. Lynne Goeldner ’72 P’07 ’02, Appleton, WI,
April 11, 2021. Family includes Emily Rompelman
Henderson ’07; Jenna J. Rompelman ’02.
Daniel P. Howell ’74, Chicago, IL, August 10, 2021.
Family includes Kathryn Love Howell ’74.
Margaret Sandifer ’76, St. Paul, MN,
October 12, 2020.
Elizabeth McNeely Matsushita ’85, Woodland Hills,
CA, May 26, 2021.
Liza A. Franzene-Scott ’89, Denver, CO,
March 27, 2021. Family includes G. Andy Scott ’88.
Tara K. Kleinhans ’90, Monroe, WI, May 3, 2021.
Jon E. Maki ’92, San Diego, CA, July 1, 2021.
Thomas W. Paulson ’93 P’16 ’14, Sturgeon Bay, WI,
April 21, 2021. Family includes Erik T. Paulson ’16;
Nicholas J. Paulson ’14.
Stephen D. Skelcy ’96, Saginaw, MI, March 15, 2021.
Jordan Peterson Herr ’17, West Bend, WI,
July 20, 2021.

DECEASED FACULTY
Professor H. Don Cameron, Ann Arbor, MI,
July 17, 2021.

Ellen S. Hoffman ’64, Shepherdstown, WV,
June 16, 2021.
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The Big
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FALL 2021

Photo: Elliott M. Marsh ’22

This stunning view of campus was shot by Environmental Science
and Geoscience double major Elliott Marsh ’22. Elliot developed a
passion for drone photography as a result of a summer research
project he took part in as part of the NASA Wisconsin Space Grant
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Program with Professor Jeff Clark.
Elliott tells us:
The first week of the summer, we went to Björklunden and learned
how to fly the drone and took pictures for practice. When we got
back and downloaded the pictures, I was hooked. I just couldn’t get
over how cool our planet looks from above. After a lot of research,
I purchased one and it has been so much fun since. I even ended up
getting my FAA drone license! The fall colors and sunsets have been
highlights. I fly whenever I can and I also really like the conversations
it starts when people see me flying on campus.
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What’s that?

Lawrence’s 175th anniversary!
Save the Date and Watch Your Inboxes
for the launch of a year-long celebration
Founders Day Weekend
January 14–15, 2022

